IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-S) 


\ 


1.0 


I.I 


11.25 


UilM    12.5 

■JO   *^~     H^H 

Ui  Uii   12.2 

U   11.6 


Photogr^hic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  WfST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


:<^ 


% 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHIVI/ICIVIH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  HIatorlcal  MIcroraproductlona  /  Insthut  Canadian  de  n>i 


microraproductlons  historiquae 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notaa/Notas  tachniquaa  at  bibiiographiqu^t 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  beat 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  altar  any  of  the  imagea  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checlted  below. 


L'Institut  a  microfilm*  ie  mailleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  «t*  possible  da  se  procurer.  Las  details 
da  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  paut'Atra  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographiqua.  qui  pauvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  pauvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  mAthoda  normala  de  fllmage 
sont  indiquAs  ci-dassous. 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


I      I   Covers  damaged/ 


D 


D 
D 
D 

n 


Couverture  endommagie 


Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaur^  et/ou  pelliculte 


r~~l    Cover  title  missing/ 


Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 


I      I   Coloured  maps/ 


Cartes  g6ographiques  en  couleur 


Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 


Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


Bound  with  other  material/ 
ReiiA  avec  d'autres  documents   ,. 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  liure  serr^e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  intirieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajouties 
lore  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  ie  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  itait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t4  filmtes. 


D 
D 

n 
0 

D 


>/ 


n 

D 
D 


Coloured  pages/ 
Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagAas 

Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaur^es  at/ou  pelllculAes 

Pages  discolourrd.  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  dAcolorAes.  tachetias  ou  piquAes 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  dAtachAes 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 

Quality  of  print  varies/ 
Quality  inigala  de  rimprassion 

Includes  supplementary  matart:^!/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  tuppUmentaire 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc..  have  been  ref limed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalament  ou  partlallament 
obscurcies  par  un  faulllat  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  ^tt  fllmias  A  nouveau  de  fapon  A 
obtenir  la  meilleura  image  possible. 


D 


Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppiimentaires: 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  film*  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqu6  ci-dessous. 

10X  14X  18X  22X 


26X 


SOX 


7 


12X 


16X 


20X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


Th«  copy  film«d  h«re  has  b««n  raproduesd  thanks 
to  tha  ganaroaity  of: 

New  Brunswick  Museum 
Saint  John 

Tha  imagaa  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  baat  quality 
posaibia  conaidaring  tha  condition  and  iagibility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  kaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  spacificationa. 


L'axampiaira  fiimA  fut  raproduit  grAca  i  la 
ginArosit*  da: 

New  Brunswick  Museum 
Saint  John 

Laa  imagaa  auivantaa  ont  4t*  raprodultaa  avac  la 
plua  grand  soin,  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nattati  da  l'axampiaira  film*,  at  an 
conformitA  avac  laa  conditions  du  contrat  da 
filmaga. 


Original  copiaa  in  printad  papar  eovara  ara  fllmad 
baginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  last  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impras- 
sion,  or  tha  back  covar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othar  original  copiaa  ara  fllmad  baginning  on  tha 
first  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impraa- 
sion,  and  anding  on  tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad 
or  illuatratad  impraaaion. 


LAa  axampiairaa  origlnaux  dont  la  eouvartura  an 
papiar  aat  ImprimAa  sont  filmAs  an  commandant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  9n  tarminant  soit  par  la 
darniira  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'impraaaion  ou  d'iiluatration.  soit  par  la  sacond 
plat,  salon  la  eaa.  Toua  laa  autras  axampiairas 
originaux  sont  fiimis  an  commandant  par  la 
pramlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'impraaaion  ou  d'iiluatration  at  .an  tarminant  par 
la  darnlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  talla 
amprainta. 


Tha  laat  racordad  frama  on  aach  microfieha 
shall  contain  tha  symbol  — ^  (moaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  tha  symbol  V  (moaning  "END"), 
whichavar  appiiaa. 

Maps,  platas,  charts,  ate,  may  ba  fllmad  at 
diffarant  raduction  ratios.  Thosa  too  larga  to  ba 
antlraly  includad  in  ona  axposura  ara  fllmad 
baginning  in  tha  uppar  laft  hand  comar,  laft  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  aa  many  framaa  aa 
raquirad.  Tha  following  diagrams  lllustrata  tha 
mathod: 


Un  daa  aymbolaa  suivantb  apparaftra  sur  la 
darniira  imaga  da  chaqua  microfieha.  salon  la 
eaa:  la  symbola  -^  signifia  "A  SUiVRE  ",  la 
aymbola  ▼  signifia  "FIN  ". 

Laa  cartaa,  planchas,  tabiaaux,  ate,  pauvant  Atra 
fllmAa  A  daa  taux  da  rAduetion  diff Arants. 
Loraqua  la  doeumant  aat  trop  grand  pour  Atra 
raproduit  an  un  saul  clichA,  11  aat  filmA  A  partir 
da  I'angla  sup^riaur  gaucha,  da  gaucha  A  droita, 
at  da  haut  an  baa,  an  pranant  la  nombra 
d'imagaa  nAcassalra.  Laa  diagrammaa  suivanu 
illuatrant  la  mAthoda. 


1  2  3 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

u-.- 


tt 


ifC^sr 


vHV.'.     U   .'^S 


mi 


AN  e^f 

EXAMINATION 

O  F  T  H  E 

Cominercial  Principles 

OF   THE  LATE 

NEGOTIATION 

^  BETWEEN 

GREAT  BRITAIN  and  FRANCE 
In    MDCCLXI. 


4 


*' "     i'^ 


IN    WHICH 


-4.'" 


^mm, 

Mm--  :S 

„  i  '-JS     ■ . 

''■-'    ■■   ^•;■• 

i 

pi 

'4 

mw 

r 

wM 

. 

The  Syftem  of  that  Negotiation  with  Regard 
to  our  Colonies  and  Commerce  is  confidered. 

The    SECOND    EDITION. 

Aguntur  certifllma  Populi  Romani  veftigalia  et  maxima,  qui- 
bus  amiflis  et  pacis  ornamenta  et  fubfidia  belli  requiretis — 
Nam  ceteraruiu  provinciarum  vedigalia,Quirites,tanta  funt, 
ut  iis  ad  ipfas  provincias  tutandas  vix  contenti  cfle  poflimus. 

'Cic.  pro  leg.  Man. 

_  '      — ■ _— ^ 

'i 

LONDON: 

Printed  for   R.  and  J.  Dodsley,   in  Pall-Mali, 
MDCCLXII. 


/v 


■l^f, 


Kf-m.    V 


^^•;^.^ 

'.,•'; 

t 

v 

.     V.,V  r 

■'    '.*,    -'  ' 

' 

v^-\ 

' 

"■"»  • 

'•',  ■ 

J 

''   1'  r    w 

-n' 

•       '''  '■     ' 

^. 

A 

:    i-'''l  . 

^ 

>*,    1 


N'    ';.  V 


■;  '.<  •■■- 


.  I 


:.l;  1 


,  r,  i  .-*: 


4^f5 


•{ 


»         t . 


ri  .  T.  iX- 


A  N 


•11 '■ 


EXAMINATION 


O  F    TH  E 


Commercial  Principles 


O  F    T  H  E 


NEGOTIATION,   8cc, 


THERE  is  nothing  either  in  the  general 
Plan,  or  in  the  particular  Provifions 
of  the  late  Negotiation,  which  can  be 
fuppofed,  in.  the  leaft  Degree,  binding  in  any 
future  Treaty.  This  is  fufliciently  evident,  not 
only  from  the  exprefs  Agreement  of  the  two 
Courts,  but,  even  if  there  had  been  no  fuch 
Agreement,  from  the  very  Nature  of  fuch  im- 
perfed  Tranfadtions.  A  Retrofped:,  however,  to 
that  Negotiation,  may  be  attended  with  con- 
liderable  Advantages.  It  may  point  out  the 
Principles  which  then  adtuated  our  Admini- 
ilration,  and  may  enable  us  to  determine  how 
far  it  will  be  confiftent  with  our  Intereft,  on  a 
iimilar  Occafion,  to  adopt  or  to  rejed:  that 
Syftem  of  Pacification. 
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It  is  in  my  Opinion  a  fortunate  Circum* 
fiance,  notwithflanding  the  additional  ExpeRce 
which  we  have  incurred  fince  the  Clofe  of  the 
late  Negotiation,  that  we  have  ftiU  an  Op- 
portunity coolly  and  at  Leifure  to  review,  and, 
if  it  be  not  prefuitiptuous,  to  rejudge  the  whole 
of  that  very  interefting  Tranlk(5tion  :  becauie 
we  are  flill  in  a  Condition  to  make  fuch  a 
Revifio  n  of  real  Service  to  us.  An  Opportu- 
nity, fo  favourable  rarely  occurs.  Negotiations 
ordinarily  remain  involved  in  the  prudential 
Obicurity,  with  which  Deliberations  of  that 
Importance  ought  always  to  be  attended,  until 
they  are  finally  ratified.  The  Bufmcfs  of  po- 
litical Criticifm  is  then  at  an  Erid.  However 
jufl  it  may  be,  it  is  then  certainly  ufelefs. 

We  are  not,  I  hope,  fo  far  gone  in. Military 
Madnefs,  as  to  look  no  farther  than  the  War'. 
We  do  not  fight  and  conquer  without  fome 
Confideration  of  the  End  and  Purpofe  of  our 
Vidories,  and  our  Acquifitions.  Whilft  the 
War  continues  our  Obje(5l  is  fimple  ;  it  is  only 
by  every  poflible  Means  to  weaken  and  diftrels 
the  Enemy.  The  Bufinefs  of  Pacification  is 
more  difficult,  as  it  is  more  important.  We 
then   to  form -fuch  Plans,  and  to  purfua 
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fuch  Mealbres,  as  may  be  moft  conducive  to 
the  lading,  folid,  and  fubftantial  Benefit  of 
Our  Country.  This  is  a  Matter  which  requires 
the  mofi:  mature  Deliberation  ;  and  therefore 
not  only  juflifiesj  but  demands  the  Intervention 
of  evxry  Pcrfon,    according   to  the   Sort  of 
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Knowledge  he  happens  to  poffefsj  and  calls 
for  the  publick  Attention  to  every  Propofal 
which  feems  to  arife  from  any  Appearance  of 
publick  Spirit,  and  to  be  fupported  by  any 
tolerable  Degree  of  Information. 

We  are  ftill  in  the  Train  of  Conqueft ;  our 
Pofition  and  the  Afpe(5t  of  Things  are  conti- 
nually varying ;  but  notwithftanding  thefe  Va- 
riations, the  general  Plan  of  our  Policy  mufl:  be 
the  fame.  Every  Country  has  an  Interell 
more  particularly  its  own,  refulting  from  thofe 
Circumftances,  which  conftitute  its  peculiar 
Strengtlr-and  Safety.  The  great  Source  of  our 
particular  Opulence  and  Power,  has  hitherto 
been  conficiered  to  arife  from  Trade;  and  it 
would  be  an  unfortunate  EfFed:  of  all  our 
Bravery  and  Policy,  if  we  had  either  fought 
or  negotiated  ourfelves  out  of  our  commercial 
Charader.  Advantages  of  a  merely  political 
Kind,  will  be  always  more  or  lefs  problema- 
tical ;  their  exadt  Value  can  hardly  ever  come 
to  be  eftimated ;  and  the  political  Syftem  is  it- 
fclf  fubjed:  to  fuch  Fluctuation,  that  v  ^'at  at 
one  Time  we  may  have  fought  with  inf  nite 
Eagernefs,  and  bought  at  an  enormous  Ex- 
pence,  by  a  Change,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
Peath  or  Depofition  of  a  foreign  Prince,  to  a 
Love  Intrigue>  to  perfonal  Refentment,  or 
poffibly  to  mere  Inconftancy  and  Caprice  in 
thofe  who  govern,  may  be  rendered  in  a  Mo- 
ment inlignificant  or  ufelefs,  and  even  fome- 
times  dangerous.  How  was  all  Europe  agitated, 
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almoft  within  our  own  Memory,  upon  the 
Bulinefs  of  a  Barrier  for  the  Dutch?  What 
Volumes  were  wrote  upon  that  Subjedt,  which 
no  body  now  lb  much  as  fpeak  of?  Holland 
thought  her  very  Being  depended  upon  itj 
Great  Britain,  with  her  ufual  Warmth  for  all 
her  Allies,  was  flill  more  carneft  than  the 
Principal,  and  laboured  this  Work  as  the  only 
Means  of  preferving  the  Libetties  and  Inde- 
pendence of  Europe  ;  France  omitted  nothing 
in  her  Power  to  prevent,  to  obftrudt,  or  to 
fruftrate  the  Defign  j  and  after  all  this  mighty 
Buftle,  it  would  at  this  time  be  hard  to  fay, 
whether  Holland,  Great  Britain,  or  France^ 
concern  themfelves  leaft  about  that  Barrier, 
which  once  fo  intirely  engroffed  the  whole  At- 
tention of  them  all.  In  reality,  in  every  po- 
litical Queftion  the  Paffions  are  always  more 
or  lefs  engaged,  our  Decifions  upon  fuch 
Que  ft  ions  are  of  Confcquence  lefs  to  be  relied 
upon  ;  let  the  Situation  of  Affairs  change  but 
a  little,  and  our  Ideas  change  with  them. 

But  there  is  no  Situation  in  which  Wealth 
is  not  Strength,  and  in  which  Commerce  is 
not  Wealth.  If  Commerce  is  our  Objedt,  we 
know,  and  in  all  other  Cafes  we  can  at  bed 
only  giiefs,  what  we  acquire.  From  the  ge- 
nt ril  Nature  therefore  of  fuch  Advantages,  as 
well  as  from  "heir  Relation  to  our  own  more 
particular  Intereft,  thefe  Ihould  be  Objeds  ca- 
pital, and  Conditions  indifpenfable  in  every 
Scheme  we  fcjrm,  every  Conqueft:  we  propofc. 
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'  In  the  Reign  of  Queen  Annft  the  Whigs  and 
Tories  mutually  and  juftly  cenfurcd  each  other, 
for  that  the  one  in  the  Treaty  of  Gertruyden 
burghy  amidft  all  the  exorbitant  Demands, 
and  the  other  at  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  amidft 
all  their  (hameful  ConcefTions,  took  very  little 
Care  to  provide  any  commercial  Advantages 
for  their  Country,  *  while  the  one  laboured  to 
protradt  the  War,  and  the  other  to  precipitate 
the  Peace,  folely  for  the  Purpofes  ot  Party. 

At  prefent  it  would  be  indeed  lamentable,  if 
merely  by  miftaking  our  Interefl,  when  we 
cannot  be  mifled  by  Party,  we  (hould  fall  into 
the  fame  or  a  greater  Error.     : . 

It 


*  **  Tour  Commons  naturally  inclined  to  hope,  that  thty 
•*  Jhouldfind  Care  had  b(en  taken  of  fecuring  fome  particular 
**  Advantages  to  Britain  on  the  Terms  of  a  future  Peace^  fuch 
**  as  might  afford  a  Profpe£l  of  making  the  Nation  amends  in 
**  time  for  their  immenfe  Trta fur e  which  hath  been  expended^ 
•*  and  thofe  heavy  Debts  which  have  been  controlled  in  the 
**  Courfe  of  fo  long  and  burthenfome  a  War.  This  reafonable 
**  Expe^fation  could  no  way  have  been  hett4r  anfwered  than  by 
**  fome  Provifion  made  for  the  future  Security^  and  the  greater 
**  Improvement  of  the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain."  Re- 
prefcntation  of  the  Commons,  Journals  An.  171 1,  p. 
122. 
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On  this  Reprefevta*ion  they  vote  the  Perfons  concerned  in 
making  the  Treaties  there  referred  to.  Enemas  to  their  Coun- 
"  try. 

*'  That  he  facrifced  the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain  to 
Yxzx\Q.t,andparticularly  confented  to  their  fjhing  at  New- 
foundland. Art.  13.  Impeachment  of  Lord  OrSox^L." 
Without  entering  into  the  Juftice  of  this  Charge,  both 
Parties  by  their  mutual  Accufations  have  fufficicntly  {hewn 
in  what  Light  they  confideredthis  grand  Object. 
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It  18  an  Attempt  full  of  Danger  to  projcft  t 
Change  in  thofe  fundamental  Maxims  of  Po- 
licy, by  which  a  Nation  has  been  long  fuflain* 
ed,  and  by  which  (he  has  grown  into  Power.  It 
has  been  remarked,  that  States  have  often  fuf- 
,  fered  terrible  Falls,  or  at  lead  a  very  great  and 
fenfible  Decline,  which  might  be  dated  from 
the  Moment  of  their  Arrival  at  fome  very  con- 
fiderable  Degree  of  Profperity.  This  Faft, 
which  fumifhes  to  Declaimers  no  more  than  an 
Oblervation  of  the  Ficklenefs  of  Fortune,  and 
the  InAability  pf  human  Affairs,  may  fupply 
the  political  Reafoner  with  Matter  of  very  ufe- 
ful  Refledlion.  It  is  only  in  Time  of  great  Prof- 
perity, that  States  are  intirely  MaHers  of  their 
own  Condu(ft,  and  in  a  Capacity  of  executing 
new  Schenies  of  Policy.  An  Error  in  thofe 
Schemes  becomes  at  that  Time  highly  dan- 
gerous; becauie  they  have  then  Abihty  to  puOi 
their  Error  as  far  as  it  will  goj  and  the  Mif^ 
chief  they  bring  upon  themfelves,  is  propor- 
tionable to  the  Strength  which  they  abufe.  An 
erroneous  Policy  always  precedes  a  declining 
Power.  The  Moment  of  Profperity  is  there- 
fore critical,  and  ought  to  be  watched  with  the 
utmoft  Diligence,  and  ufed  with  thegreatefl 
Circumfpe(flion. 

I  think  this  Confidcration,  which  on  another 
Occafion  might  be  too  general,  is  at  this  Time 
next  to  neceflary.  1  have  lately  obfervcd  that, 
in  feveral  political  Writings,  which  did  not 
want  Admirers,  a  Syftem  has  been  laid  down, 
which  if  no  contrary  to  our  national  Interefl,  is 
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at  lead  contrary  to  all  our  former  Ideas  of  it  j 
Sind  what  is  more  material,  that  Syftem  feems 
to  liave  been  admitted  as  the  governing  Prin- 
ciple in  the  late  Negotiation.  I  fliall  there- 
fore think  the  Time  not  loft,  which  is  fpentin 
examining  this  new  Plan  with  Attention  j  and 
if  I  rtiould  be  thought  to  dwell  long  upon  it,  or 
to  grow  too  minute,  the  Reader  will  be  pleafed 
to  rcmefhber,  that  his  Fatigue,  whatever  it 
may  be,  is  much  lefs  than  mine ;  and,  that  we 
are  all  deeply  concerned  in  the  Event. 

In  this  Enquiry,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to 
thofe  Matters  of  which  I  have  been  able  to 
furnifti  myfelf  with  exadl  Details.  Without 
the'fe,  all  RcJafoning  concerning  commercial 
Queftions,  how  well  foever  intended  or  con- 
ducted, will  neceflarily  be  lax  and  inconclufivc. 
Supported  by  thefe,  it  is  of  vcfy  little  publicic 
Concern  what  may  be  the  Charadter,  the  Views, 
or  even  the  Abilities  of  a  political  Writer.  An 
intelligent  and  difpaflionate  Reader,  when  he  is 
furtiiftied  with  the  proper  Fadts,  may  form  a 
a  Syftcm  for  himfelf.  By  his  Temper  and  his 
Sagacity,  he  may  counteradl  the  Paflions,  and 
fupply  the  Deficiencies  of  his  Author;  and 
whilft  he  is  enabled  to  corred:  his  Miftakes,  he 
will  fometimes  deduce  from  his  Fadts  a  Chain 
of  Confequences,  which  may  polTibly  have  ef- 
Caped  the  Writer,  who  originally  furnifhed  him 
with  the  Materials  of  Speculation.  It  is  there- 
fore of  no  Importance,  to  enquire  what  Preju- 
dices may  be  entertained  by  the  Publick,  or  by 
'      •     ^  " "     any 
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»ny  private  Perfon,  againft,  or  in  Favour  of* 
any  of  the  Obje(Sts  of  this  Negotiation.  The 
prcfent  Enquiry  is  not  concerning  Prejudices  or 
Opinions,  but  concerning  Matters  of  Fadl  only; 
andon  the  Evidence  of  thefe,  I  propofe  there- 
fore to  examine 

I.  What  the  Syftem  of  that  Negotiation  was 
with  Regard  to  ouf  Commerce  and  our  Colo- 
nies m,  America, 

II.  To  examine  into  the  Strength  or  Weak- 
nefs  of  the  Principles  upon  which  that  Syftem 
was  founded. 

III.  To  touch  upon  the  Motives  which  may 
have  induced  us  at  that  Time  to  adopt  fuch 
Principles. 

I  chufe  to  acquaint  my  Reader  with  the  Me- 
thod I  intend  to  purfue,  becaufc  being  far  from 
any  Intention  of  the  fmalleft  Deceit,  or  Sur- 
prize on  his  Underftanding,  this  Order  will  bet- 
ter enable  him  to  watch  and  to  detect  me,  if  I 
Ihould  advance  any  thing  falfe  in  Fadt  or  in- 
conclufive  in  Argument. 

The  late  Negotiation,  fo  far  as  it  regarded 
our  Colonies  and  Commerce,  was  on  our  Side 
conduced,  1  apprehend,  on  one  fingle  Idea,. 
viz.  to  fecure  to  ourfelves  the  Pofleflion  of  all 
Canada,  I  fay,  upon  this  fingle  Idea,  becaufe 
from  a  careful  Examination  of  the  feveral  Plans 
delivered  to  the  French  Minifter  it  appears, 
that  even  an  Attempt  was  not  made,  to  pro- 
cure in  America  any  other  Pofleflion,  or  any 
other  Advantage  whatfoever.      Our  Interefl:, 

and 
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and  our  Conquefts  in  the  Wejl-hidies,  were 
very  little,  if  at  all,  regarded.  On  the  Open- 
ing of  the  Treaty,  we  agreed  to  *  negotiate 
away  Guadaloupe  and  Marigalante ;  and  in  the 
Turns  which  that  Treaty  took,  and  in  all  the 
different  Schemes  of  Commutation,  which  were 
from  Time  to  Time  propofed,  and  they  were 
many  and  various,  1  do  not  find  that  it  was  for 
a  Moment  the  Idea  to  retain  that  Acquifition 
we  had  made  in  the  Wejl-Lidies,  which  the 
Very  Article  that  reftores  it  to  France^  denomi* 
hates  a  fertile  ||  and  wealthy  Ifland ;  and  which 
the  very  great  Increafe  of  our  Trade  fince  its 
Redudion,  demonftrates  not  to  have  been  at 
all  over-rated  in  th  ie  Epithets,  however  it 
might  be  undervalued  in  the  Exchange  by 
which  it  was  to  have  been  furrendered. 

The  Reader  will  not  entertain  any  Doubt 
that  the  Treaty  was  conduced  on  a  Principle 
wholly  averfe  to  Weft-Indian  Acquifition,  whea 
he  recollects  this  very  remarkable  Fadt.     . 

Early  in  the  Negotiation,  and  as  I  may  fay 
at  the  Out-fet,  we  agreed  to  exchange  -f-  Gua- 
daloupe for  Minorca ;  but  during  the  Progrefs  of 
that  Tranfadion  Belkijle  fell  into  our  Hands. 


« 


*  Hift.  Mem.  of  theNeg.  N^  21.  Art.  8.     "  Hh  Ma- 

jilfty  likewife  agrees  to  Jjoreuder  to  the  moj} Chr'tjlian  King 
«'  the  opuknt  IJland  cf  Guadaloupe,  lulth  that  of  Mariga- 
«  lante." 

ji  Hift.  Mem.  of  the  Neg.  N"  27.  Ark.  6. 

IN*^  I-.  Art.  3,  4.     N^  20.  Art.  8. 
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Here  was  prefented  a  new  Subjed  for  Ex- 
change: It  was  quite  natural  to  barter  one 
European  Illand  for  another  ^  and  it  became 
the  more  natural,  as  the  one  was  of  no  great 
Advantage  to  England^  nor  the  other  to  Francei 
and  both  were  heavily  cxpenfive  to  their  refpec- 
tive  PoITeiTors.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  J 
Exchange  was  propoicd  ;  but  what  is  very  lin- 
gular, even  at  the  Time  of  making  that  Propo-* 
ial,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  Advantage  was 
taken  from  this  Circumftance,  to  retain  the 
leaft  Particle  of  our  We/i-Indian  Conquefts. 
The  original  Scheme  of  Compenfition  was 
changed  j  Bclleijle  was  offered  (fo  the  French 
underftood  it,  and  they  never  were  corttradidt- 
ed)  for  Minorca 'y  but  GuadaloupCy  the  old  Equi- 
valent, was,  notwithflanding  this  new  Projedt, 
to  have  been  furrendcred  j  though  not  in  Ex- 
change for  Minorca y  nor  for  any  thing  elfe  that 
I  can  difcover ;  and  therefore,  without  any 
diftind  Compenfation  at  all.  Yet  here  alfo  a 
Difficulty  occurs  j  for  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  dif- 
cover for  what  Rcafoii  Bclleijle  was  taken,  if 
it  was  not  to  be  admitted  among  the  Equiva- 
lents. The  Expedition  for  the  Rcdudion  of 
this  Illand  was  undertaken  after  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  Negotiation  j  and  the  Place 
could  fcarccly  be  defncd  for  any  other  Purpofc, 
thnn  to  give  us  fume  Aiivantage  in  that  Nego- 
tiation ;  and  }t:t  a  very  few  Days  after  we  had 

taken 
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taken  Belleyje,  its  negotionablc  Value  was  eftl- 
mated  at  :  othing;  and  in  all  Appearance  we 
fufFered  h  '<  be  added  to  Guadaloupe,  in  Com- 
penlation  lor  an  Object  which  had  been  before 
offered  us  for  Giiaiia loupe  alone. 

To  ftate  this  Dealing  in  a  few  Words ;  we 
firft  offered  them  Belleijlc,  together  with  Gua" 
fialoupe  ;  and  at  laft  we  gave  them  GuadaloupCy 
together  with  Belleijle.  There  was  no  Varia- 
tion at  all  in  the  Compenfations  by  the  Diffe- 
rence, or  the  Agreement  of  cither  of  the  Par- 
ties to  the  Negotiation,  with  regard  to  this 
Article.  This  will  appear  clearly  to  the  Read- 
er, if  he  compares  the  early  Overtures  of  the 
FrenchyVm\^<t7  with  the  fubfequent Memorials. 
For  what  Reafon  I  cannot  judge,  we  feemed  to 
think  thefe  two  Objedls  of  equal  Value ;  and  in 
different  Ways  at  different  Times  we  offered 
each  of  them  gratis  to  the  French. 

Thus  we  were  not  fatisfied  with  fimply  pre- 
ferring Minorca  to  Guadaloiipe,  but  we  rejedled 
Gimdaloupe  ablblutely,  and  without  any  vifible 
Advantage  whatever  ;  a  Preference  and  a  Re^ 
jedtion,  which  could  by  no  PofTibility  have 
arifen  from  any  other  Source  than  the  Maxim 
which  appears  to  have  then  governed  our  Coun- 
cils ;  viz.  that  the  Weji-Indies  were  a  Part  of 
the  World  in  which  we  ought  to  afpire  at  no- 
thing. 

The  Stamp  of  this  Maxim  is  imprcffcd  on 
pvery  Part  of  the  Treaty  ;  without  having  Re- 
courfe  to  this  Principle  it  is  extremely  difficult 
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to  account  for  fome  Parts  of  our  Conduct, 
which  muft  otherwife  appear  altogether  irre- 
gular and  unfyftematical. 

The  Fate  of  Senega/  and  Goree  became  a 
principal  Matter  of  Difpute  in  this  Negotiation. 
With  Regard  to  thefe,  we  were  to  the  laft 
Degree  tenacious  of  our  Acquifition.  The 
French  would  have  been  content  with  one  of 
thefe  Objed:s ;  they  agreed  to  cede  the  Ifle  of 
Goree,  without  which  Senegal  "would  always 
have  been  at  our  Mercy  *^.  At  length  however 
they  agreed  to  give  up  both  Senegal  7lx\^  Goree\ 
but  in  order  to  render  this  Ceflion  which  wo 
had  h  much  at  Heart  palatable  to  France^  we 
conrented  to  ^ive  them  in  return  fome  Douceurs 
in  the  Slave  Trade.  It  does  not  appear  very 
clearly  from  the  Memorial  what  they  were  ; 
ylcru  an^  .inamaho  were  mentioned  by  the 
French  \  and  they  were  not  in  Appearance  re-» 
fufed  on  the  Part  of  England.  Whatever  was 
the  real  Equivalent,  this,  however,  is  plain, 
that  we  thought  Senegal  and  Goree  very  wor- 
thy of  fome  Conceflions,  and  of  a  gt'eat  deal 
of  Nep'otiation. 

Now  without  recurring  to  the  Maxim  \ 
have  jufl:  mentioned,  what  colourable  Reafon 
can  poliibly  be  afhgncd  for  our  Conduct  ?  We 
were  not  {o  fond  of  Senegal  'AX\d.  Gorce  becaufe 
\\yzy  were  a  Security  to  oiir  Colonics  in  North 
America.    Wc  did  not  leek  them,  to  i^ive  us 
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a  Superiority  in  the  Mediterranean,  It  muflr 
be  merely  as  commercial  Objcdls  that  we  va- 
lued them.  We  could  poflibly  have  no  other 
Motive.  But  were  they,  in  a  commercial  View,. 
Obje(5ts  as  confiderable  as  Guadalaiipe?  No 
one  ever  imagined  it.  I  fhall  fhcw  prefently 
that  the  Trade  of  Guada/oupe  is  above  feventcen 
times  more  confiderable.  What  then  could  have 
been  put  into  the  Scale  of  Senegal  to  turn  the 
Eallance  in  its  Favour  againft  this  immenfc 
Difproportion  :  except  the  Refolution,  however 
it  came  to  prevail,  ^hat  we  ought  not  to  ex- 
tend our  Trade,  or  our  Empire  in  the  fFe/i^ 
Indies  I* 

It  is  ncceiTary  the  Reader  fhould  be  warned^ 
that  the  Queftion  then  was  not,  nor  now  is, 
which  fhould  have  the  Preference  in  our  Eili- 
mation,  Giiadaloupe  ox  Canada,  the  Weli-Indian^ 
or  the  North  American  Commerce;  that 
Queftion  was  pra(5tically  decided  by  the  vo^ 
luntary  unfoUicited  Ceflion  of  the  whole  Coun- 
try of  Canada^  *  by  France  herfelf. 

Had  it  indeed  been  necefTary,  by  the  Sur- 
render of  the  fertile  Ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  to 
purchafe  the  vaft  but  unprofitable  Forefts  of 
Canada,  the  Paflion  at  leafl:  of  boundlefs  Em- 
pire would  have  been  flattered.    There  had 

perhaps 

*  Page  32  of  Hift.  Mem.  of  the  Neg.     "  Before  a  Me- 
morial of  Propofitions  was  fent  in  Form  to  the  Court  of 
London,    his  Maje/fys  Minijhr   enirufied  to  corfer  wiib 
Air.  Stanley,  authorifcl  him  to  write  worri,  that  PVance 
U'ould  guaranty  the  Pojfejfton  of  Canada  to  England." 
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perhaps  been  fomething  magnificent  in  fuch  a 
Delufion.  But  from  the  Beginning  there  was 
no  mention  of  an  Exchange  of  that  Nature. 
The  firft  Overtures  to  the  Treaty  declare, 
that,  not  Guadaloupet  but  the  Privilege  of  the 
Fifliery  at  Newfoundland,  was  the  Compenfa- 
tion  for  Canada  -,  and  through  the  whole  Ne- 
gotiation, no  particular  Conlideration  is  fpeci- 
licd  as  the  Compenfation  of  Guadaloupe  on  our 
Side,  but  fingly  the  Reftitution  of  Minorca  on 
theirs  -f-. 

When  we  had  fatisfied  our  Views  in  North 
jimerica,  our  whole  Buiinefs  in  America  feemed 
to  be  confidered  as  over.  We  hurried  to  £«- 
rope,  and  to  Africa-,  our  Thoughts  being 
wholly  alienated  from  the  Wefi-lndian  Com- 
merce. 

It  will  perhaps  be  objeded  againft  the  Uni- 
verfality  of  the  Aflertion,  that  by  Article  the  § 
5th  of  the  French  Memorial  of  the  15th  of  y^^ 
1 76 1  ;  as  alfo  in  ours  of  ||  29th  of  the  fame 
Month,  a  Divifion  of  the  four  Illands  called 
Neutral,  was  provided  ;  and  therefore  we  did 
not  lb  intirely  rejed:  all  Ideas  of  Acquifition  in 
the  Wejt-Indies,     The  Fadt  I  readily  admit ; 

but 


f  Page  27  of  the  Fr.  Hift.  Mem.  «  The  Liberty  of 
fiVinv^  and  the.  Shelter  without  Fortifications,  was  the  Com- 
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%\xt  I  am  very  far  from  admitting  alfo  the  In- 
ference J  for  I  apprehend,  the  Difcuffion  of  this 
Fa(^t  will  add  new  Strength  to  my  AfTertion, 
inftead  of  being  in  any  Degree  derogatory  to ' 
the  Point  which  I  intend  to  eftablifh. 

For  I  affirm,  in  this  Partition  of  th«  neutral 
Iflands,  fuppofing   the  intended  Partition    to 
have   been  fair  and  equal  in  Point  of  Value 
(which  I  (hall  hereafter  prove  was  by  no  Means 
the  Cafe)  inrtead  of  acquiring  any  thing  by  our 
Superiority  in  the  War,  inftead  of  increafmg 
i    our  Claims  in  Confequence  of  our  Vi(5tories, 
we   adtually  receded   from  thofe  Claims,  on 
which  we  had  always  infifted,  previous  to  thofe 
Conquefts,  and  previous  even  to  the  War  itfelf. 
In  all  our  Memorials  *  on  this  Subject,  we  con- 
tended for  the  abfolute  exclufive  Right  to  the 
neutral  Iflands,    and  in  Confequence   of  this 
Right,  fo  early  I  think  as  1722,  we  attempted 
a  Settlemet  in  the  only  one  which  is  valuable 
amongfl:   themi    Sf.   Lucie ;  and  though  we 
tamely  fuffered  this  Settlement  to  be  deftroyed, 
we  ftill  kept  our  Prctenfipns  alive  with  all  the 
Vigour  of  which  Negotiation  is  capable.    And 
what  is  very  remarkable,  our  Right  is  no  where 
more  clearly  alTerted  than  in  that  very  Article, 
in  whichrwe  agreed  togive  away  thefe  Iflands.  -f* 

But 

*  Vid.  Memorials   of  the  EngUJlj  and  French  Commlfla- 
ries  concerning  St.  Z?/i'/V.    London^  ly^^.  Quarto, 

:|  t  Vid.  Hid.  Mem.  of  the  Neg.  p.  37,  38.  Art.  5.  of 
v.  the  Anfwer  of  the  Brltifo  Court  to  the  Memorial  ot  hrcyich 
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But  allowing  the  Pretenfions  of  England 
and  France  to  thofe  Iflands  had  been  equal  in 
the  Ballancc,  yet  the  Divifion  even  then,  and 
allowing  it  to  have  been  an  equal  Divifion,  has 
given  us  juft  nothing.  The  Equality  of  the 
Right  has  produced  an  equal  Partition  of  the 
contefted  Objed  5  and  each  of  the  Litigants 
jias  taken  a  Part,  in  Compenfation  of  his  Pre- 
tenfions  to  the  Whole :  On  this  footing  we 
Jiave  only  ended  a  Difpute,  we  cannot  pretend 
to  fay  we  have  made  an  Acquifition. 

But  if,  as  we  have  always  underftood,  and 
uniformly  aflerted,  our  exclufive  Right  to  thoie 
Iflands  was  clear,  and  indifputablej  then  we 
are  not  only  no  Gainers,  but  we  are  even  con- 
fiderable  Lofers  by  the  Stipulation  contained 
in  this  Article ;  and  our  immenfe  Expences, 
and  brilliant  Advantages  in  the  Weft-Indies^ 
have  only  afforded  us  an  Opportunity  of  giving 
up  our  new  Acquifitions ;  and  along  with  them 
a  confiderable  Part  of  our  old  patrimonial 
Rights.  Either  it  was  unjuft  to  have  laid  claim 
to  the  neutral  Iflands,  if  that  Claim  was  not 
well  founded ;  or,  if  we  had  the  Right  we  pre- 
tended to  the  Whole,  it  did  not  appear  quite 
realbnable,  after  a  victorious  War,  to  accept  of 
a  Part  only. 

.  In  North  America  we  aimed  to  acquire  a 
great  ileal  more  than  we  originally  pretended 
to.  In  the  Weft-Indies  we  gave  up  a  confider- 
able Part  even  of  our  oldefl  and  moil  valid 

Claims. 
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Claims.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  our  Con- 
duct with  regard  to  the  neutral  Iflands,  inftead 
of  being  an  Objedtion  to  my  Obfervations  on 
this  Treaty,  furnifhes  a  new  and  irrefragable 
Proof  in  fupport  of  them  ;  and  indeed  demon- 
flrates,  that  inftead  of  aiming  to  extend,  we 
thought  it  rather  our  Intcreft  to  con  trad  our 
Dominions  in  the //'^^/-/W/Vi ;  and  this  natu- 
rally conducts  us  to  the  fecond  Point  which  I 
propofe  to  examine : 

Whether  the  general  Syftem,  which  I  have 
ihewn  to  have  prevailed  in  that  Negotiation, 
was  founded  on  Reafon,  and  the  real  reciprocal 
Intereft  of  Great  Britai?2  and  her  Colonies ;  and 
whether  the  particular  Objedts  we  were  to  have 
received  in  Compenfation,  were  equivalent  to 
the  Ceflions  by  which  ihcy  were  to  have  been 
purchafed. 

I  will  even  pufh  this  Enquiry  further,,  and 
endeavour  to  find  out  from  an  Inveftigation  of 
decifive  Fad:s,  whether  the  whole  Aggregate 
of  all  the  Advantages  of  every  fort  which  we 
were  to  have  obtained  by  every  other  Article 
of  the  Treaty,  were  not  infinitely  counter- 
ballanced  by  what  we  loft  in  that  fingle  Ar- 
ticle, by  which  we  were  to  have  furrendered 
Giiadaloiipe.  Theie  are,  I  am  fure,  veryinte- 
refting  Diiljuifitions,  and  very  worthy  the  moft 
ferious  Attention, 

And  firft,  with  regard  to  the  general  Maxim. 
of  rejed:ing  or  greatly  undervaluing  a  Weft-In^ 
dian  Acquifition,  I  hope  I  ihall  make  it  ap- 
pear to  the   Satisfaction  of  every  unprejudiced 

D  Reader, 
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Reader,  that  it  was  grounded  on  a  Want  of 
due  Attention  to  the  Importance  of  tne  JVeJi" 
Indian  Colonies,  in  our  Syllem  of  Commerce  ; 
and  that  it  could  never  have  prevailed,  if  we 
had  made  the  leall:  Enquiry  into  the  Advan- 
tages which  the  Weji-Indian  Trade  pofleffes, 
cither  Iblely,  or  in  a  Degree  very  fuperior  to  any 
other.  To  lay  the  Truth,  I  cannot  help  feel- 
ing fome  Surprize,  that  fuch  Ignorance,  with 
fuch  Means  of  Information,  could  poiTibly  be- 
come at  all  common  in  a  commercial  Nation ; 
or  that  we  fhould  ourfelves  miftakc,  or  fufFcr 
others  to  mifleadus  fo  exceflively  with  regard  to 
the  relative  Value  of  our  North  American  and 
Weji' Indian  VoKtKiom.  .       ' 

<  .«The  fundamental  Principle  on  which  all 
Ideas  of  Weji-Indian  Acquilition  have  been  re- 
jeded,  is  ii  Maxim,  laid  down  by  the  Writer  of 
the  Letter  to  two  great  Men,  T'hat  we  had  al- 
ready  Sugar  Land  enough.  There  is  no  Word 
whatfoever  of  greater  Latitude  in  the  Con- 
ftrudion,  when  it  is  referred  to  private  Con-* 
cerns,  than  this  Word  enough.  With  regard 
to  the  Publick,  it  is  often  contracted  within 
very  reafonable  Limits.  Docs  it  here  mean 
that  we  have  Sugar  Land  fufficient  to  fupply 
the  Home  Confumption  ?  It  is  not  flridly  true, 
that  we  have  enough  for  the  Confumption  of 
all  the  Britijlj  Dominions.  We  know  that  in 
Ire/and  they  ufe  fome,  and  in  North  America  a 
very  great  Quantity  of  foreign  Sugars,  and 
Syrups ;  and  we  have  Reafon  to  believe  that 
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fome  find  thtir  Way  even  into  England.  If  he 
means  that  we  have  enough  for  foreign  Con- 
fumption,  furely  he  is  by  this  Time  at  leaft 
informed,  that  before  the  War  we  had  in  a 
Manner  wholly  loft  the  foreign  Market  for  this 
Commodity.  And  unlefs  he,  or  fomebody  for 
him,  will  be  pleafed  to  prove  that  the  Sugar 
Commerce  is  detrimental,  or  not  very  advan- 
tageous to  us,  I  conceive  this  AlTertion  will  be 
altogether  equivalent  to  a  general  Declaration, 
that  we  have  foreign  Trade  enough.  A  Decla- 
ration, which  however  repugnant  to  Fadit,  and 
to  the  national  Intereft,  is  altogether  confiftcnt 
with  the  Syftem  laid  down  in  that  Letter. 

A  further  neceflary  Confequence  of  this 
Maxim,  of  our  having  Sugar  Land  enough, 
is,  that  France  has  not  too  much  of  it.  Indeed, 
if  the  Weji-Indian  is  a  loling  Trade,  it  is  very 
agreeable  to  that  Writer's  Patriot  Spirit,  to 
wi(h  the  French  as  much  of  it  as  pollible. 
However,  though  from  very  different  Motives, 
he  agrees  perfedly  with  France  herfelf  in 
this  Particular,  She  enjoys  a  confiderable  Ter- 
ritory in,  and  a  moft  extenfive  Trade  with  the 
Wejl'lndiesy  of  which  fhe  is  far  from  wi(h- 
ing  any  even  the  leaft  Diminution.  A  little 
before  the  breaking  out  of  this  War,  from  the 
fingle  Port  of  Bourdeaux  fhe  exported  within 
thirty- two  Months  mWeJl-lndian  Commodities 
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to  the  Amount  of  2.768,628/.  ♦  I  am  not 
fond  of  advancing  any  thing,  without  the 
Support  of  authenticated  Vouchers ;  but  I  am 
certain,  I  rifque  very  Uttle  in  faying,  that  the 
Export  from  Bourdcauxt  immcnlc  as  it  is,  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  one  Half  of  the 
whole  Export  of  France  in  IVcJi-Indian  Com- 
modities J  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
Trade  of  Marfeillest  Nantes^  and  the  other 
principal  Ports,  will  know  that  I  fpeak  very 
moderately.  The  Weft-Indies  furnifhed  to 
France  therefore  in  the  faid  thirty-t\yo  Monihs 
an  exported  Produce  worth  5^5 37*256/  r 
2.076,471/.  a  Year,  all  which  was  purchafcd 
by  her  Manufadlurcs  ;  all  which  going  to  her 
Credit  in  the  Account  of  her  general  Trade, 
was  in  fome  Refpcdts  equal  to,  and  in  others, 
fuperior  in  Value  to  fo  much  Treafure. 

By  what  Lights  the  Writer,  whofe  dogmatic 
AfTertion  I  am  here  confidcring,  is  directed  in 
his  Opinioti  concerning  Commerce,  I  confefs 
I  know  not ;  but  for  my  Part,  I  have  not  even 
a  Conception  of  any  one  Article  of  Trade  more 
confiderable  in  its  Extent,  nor  more  valuable 


in 


*  Account  of  H'g/t-Tvflicn  Produce,  exported  from  Bourdeaux^ 
from  'January  1 750,   to  A'-ouJ'f  1752. 


Hhds  of  Brown  Sn^ar.      I  White  Dino. 

Coffee,  lb.        j  Cacoo.   lb.       I  Annatto. 
n. 824,454.      I      2:^.40,-.      1251,598. 

The  originalVnurhersfn  m  the  CuAoni-hoiife  of  Bourdepus:* 
TS'hich  authei.ti^:£itc  ll'.c   abuvc  Export,  msy  be  lecn  at  iVir* 


;  jro.    lb 
1.624,208. 

Hides. 
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•  I  in  its  Nature,  than  this  of  Prance  with  her 
Weji-lndian  Colonics;  nor  any  Ohjedl  more 
fit  to  roull-  our  Jcaloufy,  and  (where  the  Ac- 
quiiition  can  be  renucicd  lawtul)  more  proper 

'  to  excite  our  De(  res.  F/iVice  is  indeed  (a 
truely  fcniible  of  its  Value,  and  i;;  lo  far 
from  thinking  fhe  enjoys  too  much  of  this 
Trade,  that  (he  would  looner  yield  a  thoufand 

'   Mies  in   North  America,  than  one  hundred 

V(  •'•s  in  the  Wejl-Indies.    We  muft  not  fup- 

H^  poie  the  French  are  as  intirely  ignorant  of  their 

commercial  Intereft,   as   we  fecm  at  prefent 

elevated  above  the  Confideration  of  ours. 

Whatever  this  Writer  may  imagine  of  our 
Sufficiency  in  our  Sugar  Land,  the  ingenious 
Advocate  of  his  Syftem  (the  Author  of  the 
Intereft  of  the  Colonies)  thinks  otherwife,  and 
formally  gives  up  this  fundamental  Principle  of 
the  Scheme  he  defends.  He  declares  that  he 
is  *  far  from  thinking  we  have  Sugar  Land 
enough,  and  for  this  he  affigns  very  folid  -f* 
Realbns.  He  admits  the  Weji-Indies  to  be  ex- 
tremely valuable,  not  only  in  our  diredt  Trade, 
but  aUb  to, that  of  North  America,    He  ftates 

the 

*  Vid.  Int.  of  Col.  p.  46.  "  I  am  far  from  thinking  wt 
**  have  ou/ar  Land  tnoiigh,'" 

t  ^'id-  bit.  of  Col.  p.  46.  **  //  is  often  faid  we  have 
•'  Plenty  cf  Sugar  Landjiill  jmemployed in  Jamaica  :  hut  thofe 
**  v:ho  are  ivell  atqiiainted  with  that  Ijland^  knoiv^  that  tl'e  re- 
*'  mailing  vacant  Land  in  it  is  generally  Jituated  among  Moun^ 
*'  tait  ,  Recks  and  Gullies^  that  make  Carriage  impraSficabU, 
*'  fo  that  no  prep  table  Ufe  can  be  made  ofit^  un/efs  the  Price  of 
•*  Siigan  Jhuuli^  fo  greatly  increafe  as  to  enable  the  Planters  to 
*'  7::akr  v,  ry  efpenfroe  Roads^  by  hloiving  up  Rocks,  creSiing 
**  BnigtsfKfc.  tvery  lor  300  Yards." 
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the  ff^efi-IndianTrzde  to  be  at  a  Stand  * ;  and 
that  the  Scantinefs  of  our  Sugar  Plantations 
will  not  fufFer  it  to  extend  -f-.  Thefe  Admiffions 
appear  extraordinary  in  a  Piece  written  with 
a  View  to  divert  us  from  Weft-Indian  Acqui-^ 
(ition,  and  particularly  to  depreciate  the  Value 
of  Guadaloupe, 

In  what  Manner  he  attempts  to  explain  this 
commercial  Paradox,  and  to  reconcile  this  ap- 
parent Contradiiflion,  we  (hall  fee  in  its  Place, 
aad,  I  believe,  not  without  fome  Aftonifhment. 

I  have  here  only  toobferve,  that  in  what 
I  fhall  have  occafion  to  remark  upon  this 
new  Syftem,  I  {hall  all  along  attend  to  the 
Writer  laft  mentioned ;  becaufe  of  all  thoft 
who  have  written  with  a  View  to  reverfe 
our  Notions  of  the  American  Commerce,  he 
is  clearly  the  ablcft,  the  moft  ingenious,  the 
moft  dexterous,  and  the  moft  perfedly  ac- 
quainted with  the  Force  and  Foible  of  the  Ar- 
gument ;  and  we  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
he  has  laid  every  thing,  and  every  thing  in 
the  beft  Manner,  that  the  Caufe  could  bear. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  lay  before  the  Reader 
thofe  Confiderations,  which  feem  to  me  moft 
efficacious  towards  bringing  us  back  to  our  origi- 
nal, and,  I  imagine,  juft  Notions  on  this  Subject, 

I 

*  VM.  Inft.  of  Col.  p.  35.     «  Our  Trade  to  the  WeftJn- 

**  A'xz  JJlands  is  undotdhiedly  a  vnhtable  one  \  but   whatever  ii 
"  the  Amount  of'ity  it  has  long  been  at  a  Stand'' 

t  "  Limited^  as  our  Sugar  Planters  are  by  the  Scantinefs 
*'  of  Territories,  they  cannot  increafe  much  beyond  their  trcfent 
"  Number:' 
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I  think  It  not  amifs  to  ftatc  more  particu- 
larly what  thefe  Notions  were.  By  this  ftating 
we  fliall  be  enabled  to  difcern  how  very  far 
fome  of  our  modern  Politicians  have  deviated 
from  the  Ideas  of  our  Anceftors,  whofe  wife 
Regulations  and  provident  Policy  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  fo  extenlive  a  Trade,  and,  on  the 
Bafis  of  that  Trade,  fo  fubftantial  a  Power. 

The  Scheme  of  Policy  purfued  by  our  An- 
ceftors  with  regard  to  our  Commerce  and  Co- 
lonies is  all  comprehended  and  concentered  in 
the  A5i  of  Navigation,  This  Law,  which  has 
been  juftly  confide  red  as  the  Magna  Chart  a  of 
our  Trade,  carefully  provides  that  every  Article 
of  the  then  Produce  of  the  WeH-IndieSi  and 
of  the  Southern  Provinces  of  jihrth  America, 
.  ihould  be  exported  to  *  England  only.  With 
regard  to  the  Northern  Provinces  of  that  fame 
Continent,  the  Adl  has  appropriated  to  England 


no 


*  The  Commodities  appropriated  to  the  Mother  Country 
by  the  12  Car.  II.  coinmonly  called  enumerated  Commodi-* 
ties,  are.  Sugar,  Tobacco,  Cotton,  Indigo,  the  dying 
Woods,  and  Ginger  j  Rice  and  Molafles  were  added  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Anne ;  and  the  Legiflator  afterwards  enter- 
taining Hopes,  that  the  Continent  of  North  America  might 
be  rendered  ufeful,  by  the  Trade  of  Naval  Stores,  appro- 
priated to  the  Mother  Country,  all  the  Kinds  of  thofe 
Stores,  by  fpecifying  them,  together  with  Iron,  Copper  Ore, 
ajid  Furs,  among  the  enumerated  Commodities ;  the  Sou- 
thern Provinces  of  this  Continent  only,  have  anfwered  this 
Expedtation,  in  any  tolerable  Degree  ;  Carolina  has  produc- 
ed fome,  but  not  the  bcft,  Pitch,  Tar,  and  Turpentine  j 
the  other  Kinds  of  Naval  Stores  fent  hither  from  America, 
are  fcarce  worth  mentionin<r.  The  o-reat  Trade  of  the 
Northern  Parts  is  (lill  in  Commodities,  not  enumerated, 
and  there  is  great  Reafon  to  fear  it  will  always  continue  io. 
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no  Part  of  their  then  Produce  but  Furs.  Un- 
der the  Dircdlion  of  the  Legiflator's  Jealoufy 
we  may  form  a  Judgment  of  the  Tendency  and 
Strength  of  his  Aft-cdlions.  He  found  in  the 
Produces  of  the  lyc/i-Lidies,  and  of  the  South- 
ern continental  Provinces,  all  the  Conditions 
of  a  perfect  Colony  Tracfe,  ift.  The  Produdswere 
valuable,  as  well  at  the  home  as  at  the  foreign 
Market.  2dly.  By  a  Poflibility  of  effedting  a 
total  Obflrudtion  of  their  Communication  with 
*  Foreigners,  every  Part  of  the  Benefit  of  the 
Plantation  Produce  and  Trade  was  fecured  to 
the  Mother  Nation.  3dly.  The  conftitutional 
Dependence  was  unftiakeably  eftabliftied  by 
this  neceflary  and  only  Intercourfe  with  Great 
Britain,  And  lartly,  which  was  the  leading 
Objedt  of  the  Adl  in  all  its  Regulations,  the 
Seamen  employed  in  this  Trade,  being,  pre- 
vious to  every  out,  and  fabfequent  to  every 
home.  Voyage,  necelfarily  found  in  England,  the 
Refources  fought  for  our  naval  Power,  were  at 
Home  and  in  our  own  Power.  Of  this  Trade 
the  Legiflator  was  therefore  not  only  careful 
but  jealous.  As  to  the  Nortliern  Provinces, 
it  was  vifible  to  him,  that  they  could  never 
come  diredly,  nor  without  many  Limitations, 
under  the  commercial  Ideas  of  Colonies,  They 
could  not,  except  in  a  few  Articles,  trade  with 
£;?^/?W  diredlly,  and  therefore  muftoften  trade 
with  Foreigners.  By  this  original  and  irre- 
mediable Fault  in  the  Nature  of  their.  Produce, 
neither  the  trading   nor  the   conftitutionable 

Dependence 
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Dependence  of  thofe  Provinces  could  be  fo  (b-^ 
lidly  and  fo  entirely  fecured.  Their  Shipping 
and  Seamen  might  grow  numerous,  and  yet 
add  little  to  the  Refources  of  the  Englijh  Navy. 
They  could  at  bell:  in  a  trading  Light  be  con- 
fidered  only  as  half  Colonies  \  lince  it  was  im- 
polfible  to  fubjedl  them  to  thofe  Regulations, 
to  which  the  Colonies  of  every  European 
Power  are  obliged  to  fubmit,  in  order  effedually 
to  anfwer  the  Purpofes  for  which  Plantations 
are  eflabliflicd ;  the  true  Plantation  Trade 
forming  the  mofl  valuable  Objed  of  Commerce 
to  every  Country  which  polTeffes  it.  The  Acfl 
therefore  enterprifed  but  little  for  the  Regu- 
lation of  their  Trade :  it  was  not  encour- 
aged,  becaufe  it  interfered  with  our  home 
Trade  :  and  it  was  not  checked,  becaufe  tha|: 
Check  would  have  been  prejudicial  to  an  in- 
nocent People,  and  becaufe  we  derived  fome 
collateral  Advantages  from  it. 

The  Spirit,  therefore,  of  the  A(fl  of  Navi- 
gation was  diredly  the  reverfe  of  that,  which 
has  influenced  fome  of  our  modern  Politicians, 
who  have  confidered  :he  northern  Provinces 
on  the  Continent  of  America  as  the  only  Ob- 
jects deferving  Attention;  and  have  treated 
with  Negledt,  and  even  Contempt,  thofe  Ob- 
jects, which  our  Anceilors  have  taken  fuch 
great,  and  almofl:  cxclulive  Care,  to  provide 
for,  in  the  moft  leading  and  important  of  all 
their  commercial  Laws. 

I  ihail  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the  Reader 
fuch  Confiderations,   as  mud  tend  to  bring  us 

E  back 
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back  to  our  original,  and,  I  imagine,  true 
Notions  on  this  Subje<5t. 

Having  thus  fliewn  the  Maxims,  ofi  which 
we  formerly  conducted  ourfelves  in  ouf  com- 
mercial Policy,  I  fhall  nowlay  before  the  Reader 
fome  Confiderations  tending  to  prove,  that, 
with  regard  to  the  Wcjl-Indian  Trade,  there  is 
no  reafon  at  prefent  to  alter  our  Syftem. 

The  firft  Confideration  which  I  propofe  on 
our  Weft-Indian  Commerce,  is  its  Quantity 
ard  Value,  even  in  its  bounded  State  before  the 
War. 

The  dired  Import  of  Great  Britain  alone 
from  the  Weft-Indiesy  in  the  Year  1759,  a  Year 
fubje(5l  to  the  Lofles  and  Cafualties  of  War, 
and  exclufive  of  Giiadaloiipei  which  was  then 
but  juft  conquered,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
1.833,6481.  i6s.  8d.  whereas  the  Import 
from  the  great  and  populous  northern  Colonies 
oi  New  England,  New  York,  and  Pcnjihania,  all 
taken  together,  amounted  but  to  70,074 1.  12  s. 
■3d.  and  the  whole  North  American  Import 
together  amounted  to  little  more  than  a  Third 
of  the  Weft-Indian. 

The  fecond  Confideration  relating  to  the 
Weft'IndianConwcitVQGi  is  its  comprehenlive  and 
connedlive  Nature  :  from  the  many  Branches 
of  our  Trade  that  depend  upon,  and  center 
in  it. 

With  regard  to  our  Dominions  in  Europe, 
there  is  fcarce  an  Article  of  Britiftj  Produce 
which  is  not  largely  confumed  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  j  and  there  is  not  in  the  Weft-Indies  any 
other  Source  of  internal  or  external  Supply, 

than 
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than  from  Great  Bn'tam  and  her  Colonies. 
Other  Nations,  nay,  our  other  Colonies  trade 
with  us,  and  with  one  another  for  Conve- 
niency  at  heft ;  the  Trade  of  the  IVeJl-Indies 
with  Great  Britain  is  necelTary  to  them,  ne- 
cefTary  as  their  Exiftence  :  and  they  neither 
have,  nor  poflibly  can  have  an  Intereft  either 
in  the  leaft  diftinifl  from,  or  in  the  leaft  in- 
terfering with  ours. 

The  Benefit  of  the  Wefi-India  Trade  to  our 
"European  Dominions  is  not  confined  to  Great 
Britain.  Our  Ifland  Colonies,  and  they  alone, 
take  oflT  a  large  Quantity  of  Provifions  from 
Ireland',  a  Confideration  of  no  trivial  Confe- 
quence,  not  only  from  the  Connexion  of  In- 
tereft by  which  that  Trade  binds  together  the 
feveral  Parts  of  our  Empire,  hut  alfb  becaufe, 
whatever  Provifions  go  to  our  own  Colonies 
are  fo  much  taken  from  the  Markets  of  our 
moft  dangerous  Rivals,  and  moft  determined 
Enemies. 

A  third  Confideration,  and  a  very  weighty 
one,  is,  that  almoft  the  whole  of  that  exten- 
five  and  lucrative  Trade,  which  we  carry  on 
with  the  Coaft  of  Africa^  is  maintained  by, 
and  muft  be  put  to  the  Account  of  the  Wefi^ 
IndieSf  becaufe  the  Weji-India  Iflands  form  the 
great  Markets  for  Negroe  Slaves. 

The  Trade  to  Africa  is  of  the  very  bed 
Kind.  It  Is  for  the  greateft  Part  fed  with 
our  own  Manufactures  j  our  Fire  Arms,  our 
Ammunition,  our  Utenfils,  our  Stufi^s,  and  our 
Spirits,  of  all  which  we  exported  in  the  Year 
i76i  tothe  Value  of  2  54,3;'^i  1.  iis.  5d.  What 
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remains  of  the  Aflbrtment  for  that  Market  is 
c^mpofed  entirely  of  EnJl'Lidian  Goods,  of 
which  in  the  fame  Year  it  took  off  78,576!. 
i8s.  6d. 

Thus  the  Weft-Indies  fuftain,  not  only 
a  large  Share  of  the  dired:  EngliJJj  Trade,  but 
alfo  contribute  very  confiderably  to  the  Sup- 
port of  that  mighty  Pillar  of  our  national  Com- 
merce and  Credit,  the  Eaji-India  Company. 
1  muft  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  and  to  fix  it  in 
the  Reader's  Memory,  that  the  African  Trade 
centers  in,  and  is  fupportcd  by  the  WcJl'Indies'y 
and  that  this  Trade,  with  its  confequential  Ad- 
vantages, is  the  principal  Dependence  of  the 
two  after  London ^  the  greateft  and  moft  flou- 
rishing trading  Cities  in  Great  Britain^  Brijiol 
and  Liverpool. 

There  is  another  Confideration  relative  to 
this  Trade,  ftill  more  important  in  itfelf,  and 
more  eflential  in  the  prefent  Examination,  bc- 
caufe  it  will  point  out  to  us  how  ill  we  confult 
the  Interefl  of  North  America  herfelf,  either 
relatively  to  her  own  particular  Profperity,  or 
to  her  Intercourfe  with  us,  when  we  happen, 
as  I  conceive  we  have  in  this  Treaty,  to  ne- 
gledl  the  Weft-Indian  Commerce. 

For  feveral  of  the  moft  confiderable  Com- 
modities of  North  Amcricdy  particularly  of  the 
moft  northern  Partes,  their  Plank,  their  Lum~ 
ber,  their  Staves,  their  Provifion,  there  exifts 
no  other  Market  whatever,  than  the  Wejl- 
Indian  lilands  ;  for  their  Corn  and  their  Fifli, 
it  is  the  nearcft  and  beft  they  can  find.  It 
will  be  necefiary  further  to  obferve,  that  thcfe 
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Commodities,  being  grofs  arid  bulky,  employ 
'  a  very  great  Number  of  VefTels;  and  tnefc 
Vefiels  again  are  not  only  the  Carriers  of  their 
^Commodities,  but  are  alfo  themfclves  a  Com- 
modity of  great  Confideration,  and  form  one 
of  the  mofl  lucrative  Branches  of  the  North 
'  American  Trade.  In  a  Word,  it  is  by  Means 
of  tlie  Wcjl-hidian  Trade  that  a  great  Part  of 
North  America  is  at  all  enabled  to  trade  with 
us,  for  they  principally  pay  the  Ballance  due  to 
Great  Britain^  which  otherwife  they  could 
never  pay,  out  of  this  Fu»d  -,  either  in  Cafh, 
or  in  Bills  drawn  by  the  Wejl-Indian  Mer- 
chant on  London^  or  in  the  Return  of  Wejl- 
hidian  Produce  on  their  own  Account;  for  the 
Ballance  in  this  Trade  is  always  confiderably 
In  their  Favour. 

That  this  Confideration,  and  the  Inference 
\  -drawn  from  it,  is  not  pufhed  too  far  to  ferve  a 
prefent  Purpoie  in  Argument,  I  fhall  evince, 
by  f  he  wing  that  the  fame  Confideration  was 
made,  and  the  fame  Confequence  inferred,  many 
Years  fince,  by  a  very  able  Writer  on  Tridc, 
endlong  before  this  Controverfy  exifled.  **  As 
**  our  Jiorthern  Colonies,  fays  this  judicious 
*'  Writer,  anfwer  their  Returns  to  Great 
"  Britain y  by  Means  chiefly  of  our  Sugar 
Illands,  it  fhews  plainly  how  much  it  be- 
hoves us  to  fccure  and  preferve,  increafe  and 
encourage,  the  Sugar  Iflands ;  for  without 
our  fouthern  Plantations,  our  northern  Co- 
**  Ionics  can  be  of  no  real  Advantage  to  us, 
'*  fince  what  they  at  prefent  are  mufl  ceaie 
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**  on  the  Decay,  or  Lofs  of  the  Sugar  Iflands, 
"  from  whence  their  Value  to  Great  Britain 
**  chiejiy  arifest  and  for  Want  of  which  they 
"  would  be  otherwife  prejudicial  Colonies  to 
*'  their  Mother-country  *." 

So  that  in  ReaHty  the  Trade  of  thefe  North 
American  Provinces,  when  ftated  in  its  true 
Light,  is,  as  well  as  that  of  Africa,  to  be  re- 
garded but  as  a  dependent  Member,  and  fub- 
ordinate  Department  of  the  Weji-Indian  Trade; 
it  muft  rife  and  fall  exadly  as  the  JVeJl-Indies 
flourifli  or  decay. 

I  hope  I  cannot  be  fo  far  mifunderflood,  as 
if  I  meant  to  deny  the  Importance  of  our 
continental  Colonics ;  I  am,  on  the  contrary, 
extremely  fenfible  of  their  Value,  and  affe<fled 
with  an  unfeigned  Zeal  for  their  Profperity ; 
but  I  fhould  be  forry  it  were  found  to  be  a 
Zeal  without  Knowledge.  I  know  that  the 
Infular  and  Continental  Colonies  oi  America, 
are  reciprocally  beneficial  to  each  other ;  but 
the  Benefit,  though  reciprocal,  is  not  equal. 
Tlie  IVcjl -Indies  might  be  fupplied  diredtly 
from  England,  with  mod  of  the  Articles  which 
come  from  our  northern  Plantations,  though,  I 
admit,  neither  quite  fo  cheap,  nor  with  fo  much 
Convenience.  I  might  add,  that  from  the  very 
improved  State  of  Agriculture  and  Pafturagc 
in  our  European  Dominions,  our  Sugar  Co- 
lonies would  fuffermuch  lefs  from  a  Deficiency 
in  North  America,  than  thole  of  France,  to 
wliofe  Profperity  the  Trade  with  the  Englijh 
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northern  Colonies  is  more  neceffary  by  fa- 
than  it  is  to  the  Englijh  Wejl-Indies  -,  which 
might  flourilh,  though  the  northern  Eftablifh- 
ments  did  not  exill.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
certain,  if  the  ff^e/i  -  India  Market  was 
taken  away,  thefe  northern  Colonies  muft  of 
I^eceffity  lofe  more  than  Three-fourths  of 
their  whole  Trade ;  and  a  Trade  of  the  more 
Importance  to  them,  and  to  theWelfare  of  the 
Mother-countryj  the  Ballance  being,  as  I  think 
I  have  before  obferved,  very  greatly,  and  very 
uniformly,  in  their  Favour.  It  is  not  to  depre- 
ciate the  North  American  Trade,  that  I  have 
made  thefe  Obfervations,  but  merely  to  fet  it 
in  its  proper  Place  in  our  commercial  Syftem  5 
for  a  Confideration  of  Things  out  of  their  due 
Order,  is  often  worfe  than  no  Confideration  of 
them  at  all. 

'  The  IVefi  -  India  being  the  great  dire£i 
Trade,  and  that,  through  which  the  Bal- 
lance of  all  is  paid  to  England -,  that  Trade,  of 
'which  our  Anceftors  in  the  Adl  of  Naviga- 
tion, the  Parent  of  all  our  Trade,  {hewed 
.*fuch  extreme  Jealoufy,  and  of  which  alone 
they  fhewed  any  Jealoufy,  muft  in  Reafon  be 
Confidered  as  the  primary  Objedt  in  the  Syftem 
of  our  Colonies.  Thofe  fubordinate  Syftems 
of  Commerce,  which  exift  by  adminiftring  to 
the  Support  of  that  primary  Trade,  as  thofe 
of  Africa  and  North  America^  muft  always  be 
confidered  in  a  fecondary  Light,  and  as  they 
are  connected  to  that  of  the  IFeJl- Indies,  in 
whofe  Orbit  they  muft  move  :  and  nothing 
can  be  fo  capitally  and  prepoftcroufly  abfurd. 
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9s  to  form  Schemes  for  the  Extenfion  of  our 
Dominions  in  North  America  and  Africa^  on 
a  Plan  cxclufive  of  the  U^eji- Indies,  It  would 
be  ulmoft  as  rational  to  think  of  fattening  a 
Beaft,  after  you  had  fewed  up  his  Mouth, 

I  mufl  further  obferve  on  the  relative  Va- 
lue, to  Great  Britain,  of  our  Wcjl-Indian  and 
northern  Colonies,  that  the  Duties  im- 
pofed  on  Sugar  form  no  contemptible  Ohje(5l 
in  our  Revenue.  No  one  Commodity  of 
North  America^  except  Tobacco  (and  that  is 
the  Growth  of  only  Virginia  and  Maryland) 
is  in  the  lead  fubfervient,  either  there  or  here, 
to  our  Expences,  and  to  the  Support  of  the 
general  Intereft. 

But  befides  the  Duties  which  the  Wejl-Indian 
Produce  pays  in  Great  Britain,  there  is  alfo 
a  Britijii  Duty  paid  in  the  IVeJl- Indies.  1  fpeak 
here  of  the  Four  and  a  Half  per  Cent.  Duty, 
paid  on  the  Spot  by  all  Commodities  of  the 
Growth  of  the  Leffer  Antilles,  From  this  Duty 
near  forty  thoufand  Poirx^s  a  Year  comes  into 
the  Treafury.  This  is  a  dired  Trit  ate  which 
the  Weji'Indies  pay  to  us  for  our  P/otedion. 
None  of  our  northern  continental  Colcmies  pay 
any  thing  of  this  Sort;  and  fome  of  them, 
after  immenfe  and  ajmoft  incredible  Sums  ex- 
pended on  them,  are  ilill  burtheniome. 

Before  I  clofe  this  Article,  1  think  it  not 
amifs  to  remark  upon  an  Extrad:  from  the 
Cujlom-houje  Entries,  cited  in  the  Poflfcript 
to  the  Pamphlet  I  have  already  fo  often  men- 
tioned, which  was  wrote  purely  with  a  View  to 
depreciate  our  Weft-Indian  IHands,  and  to 
3  exaggerate 
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exaggerate  the  Importance  of  North  America, ^ 
in  a  Light  independent  of  the  Wefl-lndies. 

We  there  find  *  the  Export  to  the  WeH^ 

Indies  in  the  Year    1758,   to  have  been  but 

^877,571  1.  19  K.  II  d.  whereas  that,  to  North 

America^  amouiued  to  1.832,948!.  138.  10 d. 

In  order  to  difcover  the  extreme  Fallacy  of 
this  Proceeding,  you  niufl:  obfcrve  that,  while 
he  difplays  the  Briiijh  Export  to  North 
America,  and  to  the  Wcjl-Indics,  he  takes  due 
Care  intirely  to  fink  tlic  Import,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  Returns  to  Great  Britain  irom  both.  He 
/liews  yoa  indeed  where  the  Britijh  Goods  go  ; 
but  he  neither  iliews  you  from  whence,  nor 
by  what  Means,  tlicy  are  paid  for.  Tlie  Au- 
thor is,  to  do  him  judlce,  too  knowing  in  his 
Subjedt  to  have  made  thisOmiffion  through  In- 
ndvcrtency.  It  is   eafdy  accounted   for. 

If  he  had  given  a  fair  State  of  our  Exports 
to,  nnd  Impc-t^  from  North  America  and  the 
Wijl' Indies  rcfpedively,  the  Account  would 
have  flood  thus : 
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And  from  fuch  a  fair  State  of  thofe  Trade* 
two  Things  mud  have  appeared ;  firft,  that 
the  Returns  made  by  North  America  to  Great 
Britain  are  excclTwely  inferior  to  what  North 
America  receives  from  hence,  whereby  a 
Ballance  Jiands  againji  North  America  of  no  Icfs 
than  1.184,265/.  1 3  J.  bd.  And  as  we  know 
that  North  America  contains  no  Mines  of  Gold 
or  Silver,  the  Reader  mud:  naturally  have  in- 
quired by  what  Means  this  Ballance  was  made 
up  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  this  Knquiry  would 
have  led  his  Attention  to  the  fVe/i-I/jJiauTi^idei 
the  fair  State  of  which  would  have  discovered 
the  fecond  Thing,  t/z.  that  contrary  to  the 
Cafe  of  North  America^  the  Returns  made  by 
the  fVe/i' Indies  to  (ircat  Britain  are  excefllvely 
fuperior  to  what  the  IVeJi-Indies  receive  from 
hence,  whereby  a  Ballance  Jiands  for  the  JVeJi 
IndieSy  of  nolefs  than  956,464  /.  25.  3^.  Now  as 
it  is  well  known  that  we  never  fend  Treafure  to 
the  Weji-Indies  to  make  up  this  Ballance  (on  the 
contrary  we  receive  a  great  deal  from  thence) 
it  would  as  naturally  be  afked  how  this  Over- 
plus on  the  Side  of  the  WeJUlndies  was  anfwcr- 
ied  and  ballanced  on  the  Side  of  Great  Britain -, 
and  this,  upon  Examination,  would  appear  to 
have  been  done  by  three  Ways. 

Firjl,  By  our  JVeft-Indies  taking  upon  them- 
felvcs  the  Payment  of  a  very  large  Part  of  that 
cxceflive  North  American  Deficiency,  a  Fadt  that 
would  clearly  have  Ihewn  the  Dependence  of 
North  America  on  that  Trade,  without  which 
our  North  American  Colonies  could  never  pay 
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for,  nor  confequcntly  takcoff.ourManufadurce. 

Secondlyy  In  paying  for  almoft  the  whole 
African  Trade,  by  which  their  Importance  in 
tnothcrLight  would  ha^e  become  evident.  And, 

Thirdly,  In  the  very  great  Sums  fpent  by  the 
Weft '  Indian  Planters  refident  in  England; 
whereas  v\  j  derive  fcarce  any  Advantage  of  that 
Kind,  none  I  am  furc  that  is  worth  men- 
tioning, from  any  of  the  continental  Plantations 
to  the  Northward. 

All  this,  I  fay,  would  have  appeared  from 
a  fair  and  ballanced  State  of  the  Exports  to, 
and  Imports  from,  North  America  and  the  Weft- 
Indies  J  and  this,inftead  of  lowering,  would  have 
raifed  the  vaft  Importance  of  the  Weft- India 
.Plantations.  Whereas,  from  the  imperfecft,  and 
therefore  fallaciousState  of  it,  given  by  thatWri- 
tcr,  an  inattentive,  uninformed  Reader  might 
be  apt  to  imagine,  thatGr£'rt/5r/V<2/«  had  no  other 
Advantage  from  the  Weft-Indies^  than  fimply 
what arol'c from  herExports thither;  than  which 
Suppofition  nothing  can  be  more  groundlefs. 

This  Writer  goes  ftill  further;  and,  as  it  were 
in  Triumph,  proceeds  to  fliew  how  fmall  the 
proportional  Increafe  of  the  Weft-India  Trade 
has  been  to  that  of  Noj'th  America.  This  is, 
I  believe,  very  lamentably  true  j  but  after  what 
has  been  faid,  the  Reader,  I  imagine,  will 
of  himfclf  draw  a  Conclufion  from  it  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  that  Gentleman's  Wifli- 
cs  *.     He  will  fee  (for  even  that  Gentleman 

F  2  will 

*  Vid.  Int.  of  Col.  p.  35. 
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will  inform  him)  that  our  Weft-India  Trade 
has  been  cramped  merely  for  Want  of  Landy  and 
not  for  Want  of  Market.  Whereas  the  North 
American  Trade  has  extended,  becauie  it  had 
Land  fuflicient  to  bear  fuch  an  Extent  for 
Ages  to  come,  and  becaufc  it  found  a 
M^irket,  not  indeed  in  the  l^ngUjh,  hut  in  the 
Frefich  Sugar  CoknieSy  which  had  aHb  increafed 
abundantly,  becaufe  they  (the  frenc/j)  had 
Land  in  Abundance,  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Com- 
mon Senfe  would  didate  to  u.s  the  Scheme  of 
Acquifition  where  we  wanted, not  where  we  did 
not  want ;  and  the  fame  plain  Guide  would 
diredl  us  to  prefer  that  Plan,  which,  by  the 
Operation  of  one  fmgle  Principle,  muft  extend 
our  Trade  where  it  was  limited,  and  redify  it, 
where  it  was  wrong  dircded,  Acquilition  in 
the  WefUIndies  mull:  increafe  our  limited  and 
decaying  Sugar  Trade,  and  at  the  fame  time 
recall  our,  extenfive  indeed,  but  erring  Trade  of 
North  America^  from  Fre7:ch  to  £?/g-////j Markets. 

This  fingle  Confideration  might  fcem  fuffi- 
cient  to  enforce  the  Propriety,  I  had  almoft 
faid  Necefllty,  of  niaking  Acquilitions  in  the 
Wejl-hidlei  even  in  Preference,  had  that  been 
the  Difpute,  as  it  was  not,  to  continental  Acqui- 
fitions ;  but  tlierc  is  another  Confideration  re- 
fulting  from  the  lameFad,which  in  myOpinion 
is  ftill  more  cogent. 

This  Author  has  lliewn,  that  our  Export  to 
the  Wejl'lndieSy  is  greatly  inferior  to  our  Ex- 
port to  the  northern   Colonics.     But  he  has, 
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perhaps,  more  artrully,than  ingenuoufly,  omitted 
the  Proportion  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  call  for 
thefe  Exports.  In  all  the  Britifi  Illands  it  will 
be  difficult  to  raife  the  Whites  to  90,000 ; 
Now  if  in  the  Year  1758,  thefe  90,000  con- 
fumed  877,571!.  19s.  i  id.  and  the  Inhabitants 
oi' North  America y  who  exceed  a  Million  and  an 
half,  took  off,according  tohisown  ftatingof  the 
Queftion,  but  1.832,948!.  13  s.  lod.  it  appears 
at  a  Glance  that  one  Man  in  the  Weft-Indies  is 
worth  to  the  Trade  of  the  Mother  Country 
as  much  as  eight  are  worth  in  North  America, 
which  fliews  how  much  more  valuable  the 
Trade  of  the  Wejl-Indies  is,  than  the  Trade 
of  North  Ajnerica^  in  Proportion  to  the 
Number  of  Inhabitants ;  and  if  we  were 
to  take  in  the  Extent  of  Territory,  we 
(liould  be  loft  in  the  Difproportion.  From 
thefe  Fads,  iurniflied  by  that  Author  for  a  di- 
rect contrary  Purpofe,  we  mull:  necclTariiy  in- 
fer it  to  be  our  Intereft,  not  indeed  to  contradl, 
or  in  any- wife  negledt  our  continental  Pofief- 
'  fions,  but  to  attend  to  the  Increafe  of  thofe 
between  the  Tropicks,  as  the  primary  and 
leading  Object  of  our  Policy. 

To  return,  I  have  fliewn  that  the  Wcjl' 
Indian  I'rade  i;«  almofl  the  lole  Support  of  the 
African  J  the  principal  Support  of  the  North 
American  \  a  moil  beneficial  Market  for  the 
Fniii -Indian ;  and  a  very  great  Confumer  of 
our  Mome  Commodities.  Can  any  thing  more 
irrcfiftibly  dired  us  where  we  are  bound,  if 

our 
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our  national  Intcrcft  conftitutes  our  political 
Obligations,  to  acquire  and  to  keep  ?  efpecially 
when  wc  take  into  our  Confideration  a  Matter, 
in  my  Opinion,  abfolutelydecifive  in  thisCon- 
troverfy,  that,  in  North  America^  we  had  Land 
without  Bounds,  and  a  very  contra(fled  Mar- 
ket, and  that,  with  Regard  to  the  IVefl-lndieSt 
we  had  a  Market  without  Limits,  and  Means 
of  fupplying  it  altogether  difpr( /portioned. 

The  Reader  will  not  forget  that  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  Treaty  was  an  tdi  poffidetis.  The 
French  admitted  our  Poileflion  for  a  Right, 
they  did  not  even  defire  any  Reftitution  for 
which  they  did  not  profefs  to  pay  a  full  and 
juft  Equivalent  j  France  left  the  Valuation  of 
the  Equivalent  to  ourlclves.  If  any  Offer  of 
theirs  appeared  unequal  to  what  they  afked 
in  Return,  we  were  left  at  Liberty  to  retain  our 
Poireffion,  for  the  Barter  was  only  to  take 
place  on  a  Suppofition  of  mutual  Conveniency. 
This  was  admitted  to  be  the  governing  Prin- 
ciple of  all  the  Exchanges  and  Equivalents 
propofed  in  that  Treaty. 

Now,  whether  Minorca  can  be  confidered 
as  a  full  and  ju(l  Equivalent  for  Guadahiipe, 
which  was  to  have  been  ceded  in  Exchange  for  it 
by  that  Treaty,  is  what  I  propofe  to  examine ; 
and  this  I  (hall  do  by  dating,  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  Knowledge,  and  the  bed  of  my  Judg- 
ment, the  Advantages  of  both. 

The  Advantages  of  Minorca  were  either 
political  or  commercial.  The  political  Advan- 
tages, which  wc  were  fuid  to  derive  from  that 
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liland,  were,  that  by  Tie  PofTeflion  of  the  for- 
tified Harbour  of  Mahon,  we  awed  the  pyrati- 
cal  States  of  Barbary  ;  that  we  made  ourlelves 
•refpedable  to-  the  Italian  Powers  5  and  that  we 
were  better  able  in  Times  of  War  to  fupport 
the  Operations  of  our  Allies,  and  dirtrefs  the 
Mediterranean  Trade  of  the  Enemy. 

Thefe  Advantages  were  undoubtedly  in 
fome  Degree  real,  and  in  fome  Degree  im- 
portant. Let  them  ftand  at  their  full  Value ; 
but  at  the  fame  Time  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  at  the  very  Beginning  of  this  War,  we 
loft  Minorca-,  ai^d  that  by  this  Lofs,  from  that 
.  Time  to  this  Moment,  now  near  fi.<  Years, 
we  have  fcarce  felt  the  leaft  Prejudice  in  any 
of  the  above-mentioned  Inflances.  We  fliil 
awed  the  yjjrican  States,  we  Itill  preferved  the 
Refpeft  of  the  Italian  Powers,  and  we  abun- 
dandy  damaged  the  Enemy's  Trade  ;  the 
Pofleffion  of  Gibraltar  proved  f iiUy  fufficient 
for  all  thefe  Purpofes. 

The  commercial  Advantages  of  Minorca  are 

very  eafily  enumerated  ;  they  confifted  in  one 

fingle,  and  that  no  very  confiderable.   Article. 

The  Minorquins  fent  hither  the  Value  of  about 

5®o/.  annually  of  an  ordinary  and  little  efteem- 

ed  Wine.     This  was  the  whole  of  the  Com- 

^merce  they  carried  on   with    Great  Britai?i, 

except  that  in  return  they  took  fome  few  of 

our  Manufadlurcs,  but  not  to  half  the  Value 

.  of  the  Money  which  we  ourfelves  had  before 

.  fent  thither,  to  pay  our  Garrifon.  . 

Againfl 
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■  Agalnft  this  refpcdlable  Return,  it  will  be 
necellary  to  ballance  the  Expcnce  of  keeping 
the  Objeift  of  fo  delirable  a  Commerce.  In  the 
Year  1753,  a  Time  of  profound  Peace,  it  ap- 
pears by  the  publick  Accounts,  that  the  military 
EftablKhment  of  this  Ifland  coll  the  Nation 
74,293!.  The  civil  Government  had  wholly 
fwallowed  up  its  own  little  Revenue.  In  the 
Year  1742,  a  Year  of  War,  the  Expence  arofe  to 
84,2311.  I  only  flate  the  current  Expcnce; 
the  immenfe  Sums  from  Time  to  Time  ex- 
pended on  the  Fortifications  are  totally  omitted. 
From  this  Idea  of  the  Value  of  Aiiuorca,  we 
may  in  Part  eftimate  the  Damage  we  fullained 
by  the  Lofs,  and  the  Solicitude  w^e  ought 
to  fiiew  for  the  Recovery,  of  this  Pofieflion. 
By  lofing  Minor cdy  we  loft  500 1.  per  An?mm 
in  our  grofs  Trade,  and  we  acquired  to  the 
Revenue  at  the  loweft  Rate  74,293!.  The 
political  Advantages  oi  Minorca  are  in  a  great 
meafure,  if  not  entirely,  fupplied  by  Gibraltar -y 
and  in  the  commercial  Light,  the  Lofs  of  that 
Ifland  has  been  an  annual  Saving  to  the  Nation 
of  the  Intereft  of  above  two  Millions  of  our 
national  Debt. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  that  by  this  Treaty  we  were 
to  have  made  no  Sacrifices  at  all,  in  Return 
for  this  Illand  j  but  that  the  French  had  freely 
agreed  to  furrender  Minorca  without  any  Com- 
penfation;  may  it  not  be  Matter  of  fome  Doubt, 
whether,  even  in  that  Cafe,  it  would  have  been 
very  clearly,  or  at  leaft  very  materially,  our  In- 
tereft to  accept  their  Offer.  In  whatfoever  Man- 
ner this  Doubt  may  be  refolved,  I  am  confident 
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at  would  be  the  Intcreft  of  France^  rather  to 
give  it  up  for  nothing,  than  to  continue  at 
the  Expence  of  an  Incumbrance,  without  Dig- 
Uity  or  Profit,  and  which  can  add  nothing  what- 
foever  to  their  Commerce,  their  Strength,  or 
their  Reputation. 

But  they  wcrefenfible  of  our  Foible,  they 
Were  not  fo  difintercfted  as  to  part  even  Tvith  an 
Incumbrance,  without  obliging  us  to  pay  aa 
high  Price  for  it ;  but  they  took  care,  how- 
ever, not  to  imitate  our  Condudt,  when  an 
Objedl  of  the  like  Kind  came  to  be  offered 
on  our  Side,  and  to  be  valued  by  them. 
Though  we  had  the  Generofity  to  pur- 
chafe  an  Incumbrance  from  them,  they  re- 
fufed  in  their  Turn  to  dilburthen  us  at  their 
oWn  Charge,  and  they  declared  that  they  knew 
B^//^{^/Z?  could  be  of  no  Ufe*to  us,  and  they 
dtalt  accordingly  j  they  left  us  BeUeiJle,  tliey 
Would  bid  nothing  for  it,  and  having  J  refufed 
Id  fet  any  Value  upon  it,  they  compelled  us 
^  admit  the  Infignificance  of  that  PofTeflion, 
%  our  yielding  it  without  any  Comj.  ^nfation 
#hcitroever. 

',,  They  were,  on  the  other  Side,  too  wif^"  not 
til  make  an  Advantage  of  our  Prediled:ion, 
T.hey  affedted  to  raife  Minorca  toConfideration, 

G  by 

'  *  Vid.  Hift.  Mem.  of  the  Neg.  P.  27.  "  France  thought 
^  the  keeping  of  Bellieflc  luould  be  mere  expenfive  than  projitable 
♦•  to  England." 

't  Vid.  Hift.  Mem.  of  the  Neg,  N"  22.  Art.  6.  "  It 
^'k  Ji'cms  as  if  England  offered  Belleifle  for  Minorca,  ai 
••  Yt^nce  docs  not  al'luw  the  Impcrtaace  of  HcWtide,  the  tivtt 
**  Court:  iL'ill  retain  their  fv.-rai  Opiniom^  }'  n gland  Jhall 
%  TTiaiJitaln  ha  Cen^ufJ}^  and  V r:\ucQ  JlaU  have  Minorca." 
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by  the  Price  they  demanded  for  it,  and  requi- 
red for  one  of  the  worft  Iflands  in  Europe,  two 
as  well  circumftanccd  for  Trade,  as  any  in  the 
IVeJi-Indies, 

To  fet  the  Propriety  of  this  Exchange  in  its 
full  Light,  I  (hall  take  a  very  (hort,  but  I 
hope,  a  very  fatisfaftory  Method.  I  fliall  be- 
gin witk  laying  before  the  Reader  a  naked 
Fadt,  a  Table  of  the  Value  of  the  CommO'» 
dities  imported  in  one  Year  from  Guadaloupe 
into  England,  On  this  I  (hall  afterwards  make 
a  few  explanatory  Remarks. 

Produce  «/* Guadaloupe  at  the  Englifli  Market^  from  Chriji- 
mas  1760,  to  Cbri/ltnas  1761,  at  the  prime  Coji, 

Value. 
Commodities 

Cocoa  Nuts        — — 

CofFee  

Caffia  Fiftula    — «— 

Tamarinds  — . 

"Dry  Ginger      — — 

Sugar 

Cow  Hides  — 

Indigo  ■-■— 

Corral  Waters 

Rum  ■ 

Succades  ■       n 

Cotton  — 


/. 

/. 

d. 

".+97 

0 

0 

66,261 

16 

3 

3,100 

8 

0 

»7 

5 

0 

2»7i3 

>9 

0 

405,022 

4 

0 

508 

4 

0 

462 

18 

0 

27 

0 

0 

775 

0 

0 

90 

»9 

6 

112,792 

10 

0 

603,269    3    9 

The  Importance  of  this  Ifland  is  not,  like 
that  of  fome  other  of  our  Poffeflions,  a  Subjedl 
of  political  Reafonings,  and  a  Topic  of  idle 
Speculation*  Here  is  a  commercial  Obje<5t  of 
above  600,000 1.  yearly  Value.  It  would  be  as 
ridiculous,  as  unjuft,  to  accufe  the  Writer  of 
a  partial  Attachment  to,  or  a  fond  Preference 
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6f,  this  Obje<?l,  fince  the  Greatnefs  of  it  is  no 
longer  a  Matter  of  Opinion,  but  of  Account, 
and  of  an  Account  too  moft  moderately  flated, 
fince  it  does  not  take  in  the  whole  Value  of 
that  Ifland,  but  of  its  Exports  to  England  only, 
«s  that  alone  could  hitherto  be  exactly  afcer- 
tained. 

But  I  mud  inform  the  Reader,  ifl.  That 
the  two  principal  Ports  of  Scotland^  Glafgow 
and  Leithf  have  carried  on  a  very  confiderable 
Trade  with  this  liland. 

2dly.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe 
continue  to  carry  on  a  greater  Trade,  than  any 
Unglijh  Ifland  does,  with  North  America, 
where  they  difpofe  of  their  MolafTes,  as  they 
have  not  as  yet  fallen  into  the  Method  of 
faking  Rum,  which  the  Policy  of  France  did 
liot  fuffer  her  Iflands  to  make,  lefl  that  Spirit 
fliould  interfere  with  the  Brandies  of  France ; 
>ut  certainly  this  will  be  a  very  confiderable 
irticle  of  Export  from  Guadaloupe  to  Great 
Britain,  if  we  retain  that  Ifland. 

3dly.  In  this  Year  the  Enemy  took  a 
great  Number  of  Ships,  and  fome  ^^ery  valu- 
able ones,  coming  from  Guadaloupe  to  Eng^ 
Iqnd,  I  am  fure  it  will  be  a  very  moderate 
Computation  to  flate  them  at  no  more  than 
co,oool.  Whr.tever  the  Value  of  them  mi^ht 
nave  been,  the  Reader  mufl  fee  that  there  is 
juft  fo  much  Lofs  to  the  Table  I  have  given 
above  of  the  Exports  of  Guadaloupe  to  Eng* 
land. 

Thefe  three  Articles,  though  it  is  impoflible 
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to  afcertaln  their  juft  Extent,  are  yet  necefla- 
rily  to  be  taken  into  the  Account  of  the  Value 
of  Guadeloupe,  They  are  as  much  Fads, 
though  not  accurately  defined,  as  any  one  Ar- 
ticle ftated  in  the  Account  itfelf. 

In  every  Argument  concerning  the  Com- 
pierce  of  the  Wefi-lndiei^  it  is  common  to 
lay  the  principal  Strefs  upon  the  Sugar  Pro- 
duce. It  is  certainly  relied  on  with  great  Re- 
fon,  becaufe  being  a  grofs  Commodity,  it  in- 
creafes  our  Tonnage :  Being  low  in  its  original 
Price,  it  becomes  a  proper  Bafis  for  heavy  Du- 
ties, and  being  of  very  large  Demand,  muft 
have  a  proportionable  EfFedt  in  the  general 
Ballance  of  Trade.  But  this  I  apprehend  is  not 
much  difputed.  The  Importance  of  this  Ar- 
ticle is  indeed  fo  highly  rated,  that  our  Wejl- 
/W/f7«  Plantations  are,  in  common  Acceptation, 
confidered  merely  as  Sugar  Iflands  ;  the  Advo- 
cates for  an  Extent  of  Territory,  in  that  Part 
of  the  World,  have  hitherto  dwelt  almoft 
wholly  upon  the  Benefit  of  fupplying  fo- 
reign Markets  with  this  Commodity. 

But  without  derogating  at  all  from  the 
Value  of  this  rich  Produdtion,  there  is  another 
Article,  the  Produce  of  the  Weji -Indies  in  ge- 
neral, ^n6.  oi  Guadaloupe  in  particular,  which 
I  think  not  inferior  even  to  Sugar  (poflibly  it 
may  be  of  flill  greater  commercial  Confe- 
qucnce)  and  to  which  I  therefore  wifh  more 
immediately  to  direft  the  Reader's  Attention,  I 
mean  Cotton  ;  of  which  we  fee  Guadaloupe  fent 
us  lad  Year  to  the  Value  of  112,7921.  los. 

Our 
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Our  Manufadures  rmploy  annually  about 
13,000  Bags  of  this  Commodity.  Ikibre  the 
Acquifition  of  Gnad'^ loupe ^  our  own  Colonies 
did  by  no  Means  aniwer  our  Demands ;  our 
great  Supply  came  from  the  Lcvarit,  For  the 
greateft  Part  therefore  of  all  the  Cotton  we 
ufed,  we  depended  upon  Strangers ;  we  de- 
pended upon  a  Country  fo  frequently  infefted 
with  the  Plague,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
precarious  than  the  Supply  :  we  depended  upon 
a  Country  too,  to  which  we  fent  but  a  fmall 
Proportion  of  our  Manufa(5tures,  and  a  vaft 
Ballance  in  ready  Money. 

Thefe  Difadvantages  in  the  Supply  of  Cotton 
from  the  Levant,  dcferve  our  moil  ferious  At- 
tention, as  they  ftrike  fometimes  at  the  very 
Being  of  a  confiderable  Manufadlure,  and  at  all 
times  keep  it  in  a  precarious  and  dependent 
Srate  ;  for  as  often  as  the  Crops  in  the  Eaft  hap- 
pened to  fail,  as  they  frequently  did,  we  have  in 
that  Cafe  before  this  War,  been  always  fupphed 
from  the  French  Weft-Indian  Iflands  through 
the  Hands  of  the  Dutch,  who,  as  they  fupplied 
the  Market,  fo  of  Confequence  they  regulated 
the  Price,  ;ind  allowed  the  Cotton  to  us  only  at 
fuch  an  advanced  Rate,  as  made  i-:  impoffiMe 
for  us  to  carry  our  Manufactures  to  Market  on 
equal  Terms  with  themfelves,  and  much  Icfs 
with  the  French. 

The  Report  of  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  up- 
on the  Application  of  thofe  concerned  in  the 
Cotton  and  Linnen  Manufacture,  about  twelve 
Years  ago,  throws  a  great  Light  upon  this 
Subject. 

The 
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The  Report  fcts  forth,  that  a  great  Part  of 
the   Manuiadures  of   Lanca[hm\  are   com- 
pofed  of  Cotton  and  of  Linnen  Yarn,  and  that 
the  Dutch  an*^  French  have  the  Linnen  Yarn  at 
a  much  cheaper  Rate  than  our  Englijh  Manu- 
facturers.   Now  it  is  certain,  that  nothing  but 
the  low  Price  of  Cotton  can  enable  us  to  afford 
fo  high  a  Price  for  Linnen  Yarn  ;  for  if  we  muft 
pay  an  high  Price  for  each  of  the  two  Ofily  Ma- 
terials which  compofe  this  Manufu(5turc,  it  is  im- 
poflible  for  us  to  go  to  Market  with  either  the 
Cotton    or  the  mixed  Commodity  on  a  Par 
with  thofe  who  command  the  Materials  of 
both  at  their  own  Price.  This  is  no  Speculation, 
we  know  from  Experience  what  we  adually 
have  fuiTered  by  this  Defcift  in  our  Colonies. 
About  twelve  Years  ago,    on  account   of  a 
Plague  in  ti.e  Levant ^  our  Import  of  Cotton 
from  thence  became  altogether  infufHcient  to 
anfwer  our  Demands ;  our  own  JVtft-Lidies 
could  by  no  Means  make  up  the  Deficiency. 
In  this  our  Emergency,  the  Dutch^  as  appears 
from  the  Report  of  that  Committee,  beflirrcd 
themfelves  with  fuch  Av^l:ivity,  Boldnefs,   and 
Succefs,  as  to  threaten  the  Deflrudion  of  all 
our  Manufadtures  which  depended  on  Cotton. 
A   like  Failure  happened  in  the  Crops  of 
the  Leoant  in  1760.  We  did  not  that  Year  im- 
port above  1,900  Bags  from  the  Levant^  from 
whence  in  feme  Years  we  imported  10,000;  but 
was  theConfcqaence  the  fame  laft  Year  as  in  the 
ftimcCircumftances  it  had  been  twelve  Years  be- 
fore ?  far  f  lom  it :  Guaddloiipe  in  this  Emergency 
thrcw5,oi3Bn2s  of  Cotton  ir.to  our  Scale, which 
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>vaethenonthePointofkickingtheBeam,andout 

Manufadurcs  have  uninterruptedly  proceeded. 

The  Schemes  of  Monopoly  formed  hy  iht  Dutch 

were  baffled,  though  they  had  in  the  Year  1761 

ten  times  their  former  Advantages,  and  were  not 

under  theNeceflity  as  formerly  in  J  armed  Veffels 

to  force  a  Trade  with   the  French^   who,  in- 

flead  of  oppofing  them,  now  invited  them  to 

their  Market.     Guadalotipe  then,  I  fay,  broke 

the  Meafures  of  the  Dutch^  and  in  this  very 

laft  Year  refcued  a  confiderable  Manufadure 

from  impending  Ruin.     In  that  Year  Guada- 

lovpe  produced  5000   Bags,  which  is  double 

the  Quantity  of  Cotton  which    'Jamaica^  the 

greatefl    and  richeft    of    our    Iflands,     ever 

produced  in   one  Year.      That  wealthy  and 

liourifhing  IHand  fent  home  in  that  Year  but 

2125  Bags,  not  half  the  Produce  of  Guada- 

loupe  J  and  by  Retrofpedt  for  feveral  Years  to 

the  Produce  of  Jamaicaj  it  is  evident  that  the 

■  Cotton  Produce  of  that  Ifland  rather  declines 

than  increafes  j  a  Circumftance  which  feems, 

I  think,  plainly  to  mark  in  that  Ifland  fome 

natural 

t  Vide  p.  21.  of  the  Report  from  the  Committee  re- 
lating to  the  chequered  and  Itriped  Limiens  in  the  Year 
1751,  there  is  this  Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Antigua, 

Jfitigua,  Feb.  4,  1 7  5  0-  r . 
**  Governor  Heyliger  hns  already  engaged  the  greater  Pari 
**  of  ivhat  Cotton  is  made  in  the  Danifh  IJlands,  Santa  Cruz, 
**  St.  John's,  St.  Thomas,  befides  the  vajl  Quantities 
*'  of  that  Commodity  he  daily  imports  at  St.  Euftatia/roOT  the 
"  French  IJlands  in  three  large  Sloops  of  his,  that  force  a 
"  Trade  ivith  ihcXInhahitants  of  the  French  IJlandu'—Heii 
*'  at  this  Expena  to  come  at  Cotton" 
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•fiaHiral  or  political  Unfitnefs  for  this  Produc- 
tion ;  whereas  the  Growth  of  Cotton  in  Gtui* 
daloupe  continually  increafes  j  and  1  may  ven- 
ture to  aflert,  that  there  is  an  high  Pro- 
bahility  if  kept  in  our  Hands,  that  this 
Article,  as  well  as  every  other,  will  at  lead 
double,  fince  not  a  Third  of  theLand  conveni- 
ent to  Ports  and  capable  of  Cultivation  is  yet 
cleared,  and  fcarce  any  is  fully  flavcd. 

In  oneWord,  this  fingleArt'cle  of  Giiadaku- 
flan  Produce,  is  near  treble  the  Value  of  all  the 
Produce  of  all  the  Acquifitionswe  wereto  have 
made  by  Treaty  ;  and,  did  it  produce  nothing 
elfe,  it  is,  even  in  this  refpedt,  a  melt  defirc- 
able  Objea:. 

If  therefore  it  be  our  Intereft  with  as  much 
Cheapnefs,  with  as  great  Certainty,  and  with  ' 
as  little  Difadvantage  ar  polTible  in  the  Ballance 
of  Trade,  to  furniOi  ourfelves  with  Cotton,  " 
it  is  as  plain,  that  this  can  be  done  effed:ually, 
only  by  retaining  in  our  Hands,  and  by  im- 
proving to  the  utmoft  of  our  Abilities,  thofe 
Places,  which,  from  the  prefent  State  of  their 
adtual  Export,  difcover  an  Aptitude  in  the 
Soil,  and  in  the  Difpofition  of  the  Inhabitants, 
to  raife  a  Commodity  fo  necelT^iry  to  our  Ma- 
nufad:ures. 

If  we  had  as  minutely  informed  ourfelves 
concerning  the  Importance  of  this  Conquelt, 
as  a  People  attentive  to  their  Intertn-,  and 
jealous  of  their  commercial  Advantages,  ought 
to  have  done,  we  couKi  hardly  have  thought  of 
affording  Quadaloupe  lb  low  a  Place  in  the 
Scale  of  our  Acquifitions. 

The 
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The  ingenious  Author  of  the  Intcrcjl  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  Acquifition  of  Guadaloupe 
could  prove  no  Remedy  for  the  *  Scantinefs  of 
Land  lb  juflly  complained  of,  even  by  himfelf, 
in  our  IVeJl-bidics,  I  hope  he  will  now  be  in- 
dnced  to  change  his  Opinion,  when  he  finds 
that  the  Produce  of  thii-  Colony  alone  is  already 
worth  above  600, cool,  a  Year ;  that  it  is 
very  near  equal  to  the  Produce  of  all  the  reft 
of  the  EvgUjh  Lcward  Iflands  j  that  even  iaft 
Year  it  amounted  to  more  than  a  Third  of  the 
Whole  of  what  we  imported  from  all  our 
old  WeJl'Indla  Plantations  put  together.  It  is 
very  well  known  to  every  Gentleman  in  that 
Trade,  that  the  Produce  oi Guadaloupe  has  this 
Year  exceeded  the  Produce  of  the  lad,  as  the 
Produce  of  the  Iaft  did  that  of  the  Year  bcfof-ej 
and  as  probably  the  next  will  the  Produce  of  this. 
In  the  Englijh  Hands  it  will  be,  for  an 
Age  to  come,  the  very  beft  Market  for  Slaves; 
and  will  for  ever  continue  a  very  good 
one,  not  only  for  that  Article  but  for  the  Con- 
fumption  of  all  Sorts  of  Briti/Jj  Manufacftures. 

Another Conj'  .are uf this ingeniousWriter's 
on  this  Subjedt,  js  likewife  overturned  byFa(ft. 
He  is  of  Opinion,  that  probably  -f-  none,  or  a 

H  very 


*  Vide  Int.  Page  46.  "  Though  1  am  far  from  thinking 
**  ive  have  Sugar  Land  enough,  I  cannot  thinK  Guadaloupe 
*'  is  fo  defirablc  an  Increaj'c  of  it." 

t  Int.  of  Col.  Page.  46.  fpcaking  of  our  kcirpmg  Guada- 
loupey  and  exporting  its  Sugars,  he  fii}s,  *'  Perhaps  the  amazing 
*'  Increafe  of  YAv^ViihConJumpiionj  might  Jhp  in  J]  of  it  here*' 
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very  fmall  Quantity,  of  the  Sugars  of  Gtiada" 
loupe  will  be  exported.  If  he  will  give  him- 
felf  the  Trouble  to  enquire,  he  will  find  that 
they  are  nearly  all  exported,  together  with  the 
whole  of  the  Coffee,  of  which  Commodity  we 
fee  this  Ifland  produces  to  the  Value  of 
66,261  1.    16  s.  3  d. 

But  if  neither  Sugar,  nor  Coffee,  were  ex- 
ported, but  the  Whole  of  each  Commodity 
was  employed  in  the  Home  Confumption  ;  yet 
would  it  not  be  ftill  a  very  material  Point,  that 
our  own  Products  in  one  Part  of  our  Dominions, 
lliould  pay  for  our  Produds  in  another,  in  (lead 
of  our  being  obliged  to  pay  ready  Money  for 
them  in  foreign  Markets  ? 

Here  I  mull  remark  with  fome  Concern  a 
Miftake,  which  the  fame  ingenious  Writer 
has  been,  I  know  not  how,  led  into  j  namely, 
that  this  Ifland  will  not  take  off  above 
1 00,000 1.  of  our  Manufacflurcs. 

If  the  Trade  of  Guadahupc  were  in  Reality 
confined  within  even  thofe  narrow  Limits,  I 
conceive,  that  the  entire  Carriage,  and  mercantile 
Profit,  of  603,269  I.  3  s.  9d.  of  Produce,  the 
Ufeof  above  5,000  Bags  of  Cotton  for  our  Man u- 
facftures,  and  the  certain  Confumption  of  evert 
1  CO, coo  !.  of  our  i?r/V//7j  Commodities,  would 
make  this  a  mofi:  valuable  Conquefl,  and  wor- 
thy of  our  moft  fcrious  Attention.     But  on 

what 

X  Int.  of  Cr)].  Pa;T;e  47.  "  Though  our  own  Colsnles  expend 
*^  among  us  ahnoj}  the  ivhole  Produce  cfour  Sugm\  can  we,  or 
"  ought  we,  to  pruinifi  ourfdvcs  this  iviH  be  the  Cafe  ?  In 
'^'  Guadaloupe,  iqq^qqoV.  Will  Jhpply  tln;n  whb  Bihlih 
"  Manufaihvei,''* 
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what  Grounds  has  this  Author  been  pleafed  to 
circumfcribe  the  Export  to  Guadaloupe  with- 
in thcfe  Limits  ?  Faft  in  this,  as  in  all  his 
other  Predictions,  fpeaks  diredly  againfl:  him. 
The  Negroes,  fold  there  this  Year,  are  not  fewer 
than  4,000;  which,  at  only  30 1.  a  Head, 
amounts  to  1 20,000 1.  In  this  iingle  Article 
alone,  we  have  20,000 1.  more  than  this  Gen- 
tleman is  pleafed  to  allow  to  the  whole  Con- 
fumption  of  Bt'itiJJj  Manufaflures.  I  fpeak  of 
Negroes  as  perfecftly  equivalent  to  BritiPj  Ma- 
nufadures,  or  to  Commodities  exported  from 
Great  Britai?i  on  Account  of  Guadaloupe ;  for 
w^hether  the£;7>//7j  Export  is  fent  ioG/MUa loupe, 
or  exchanged  in  Africa  for  Slaves  for  the  ufe  of 
Guadaloupe,  certainly  the  Export  from  hence 
is  equally  to  be  put  to  the  Account  oiGiiada^ 
loupe,  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  Ex- 
port from  Great  Britain^  correfpondcnt  in  point 
of  Time  to  the  Import  given  above  ;  but  in 
the  Year  1760,  the  very  Year  after  the  Re- 
dudtion  of  the  Ifland,  the  diredl  Export  from 
hence  had  already  amounted  to  1 18, 569/. 5^.10^ 
and  I  muft  delire  the  Reader  to  oblerve,  that 
Guadaloupe  has,  befides,  been  the  Market  for 
all  the  French  Prize  Goods  taken  in  the  Wejl- 
Indies.  The  Precifion,  however,  which  I  have 
prefcribed  to  myfelf,  precludes  me  from  bring- 


ing  this   into  the  Account,  as  it  is 
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here  to  afcertain  exadly  the  Value  or  Quan- 
tity of  thofe  Goods,  which  has  however  been 
very   confiderable.      But   exclufive   of  thcfe 
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Prize  Goods,  andadmitting.contrary  to  fad,  the 
immediate  Export  from  hence,  to  have  been 
no  greater  for  the  lall,  or  for  the  current. 
Year  than  what  I  have  flated  for  the  firft 
Year  after  its  Redudtion  j  yet  this,  joined 
to  the  Britijh  Export  employed  for  Gua- 
daloupe  in  the  Slave  Trade,  (which  I  have 
under  calculated)  will  raifc  the  Demand  of 
Britifl:)  Produce  and  Labour,  occafioned  by  our 
PofTeflion  of  this  Ifland,  to  238,569/.  ^s,  lod, 
and  to  this  if  we  add,  as  we  muft,  the  Freight- 
age, the  Commiflion,  the  Merchant's  Profit  on 
the  Sale  of  the  jSr/V//7j  Commodities  there,  and 
the  returned  Advantages  of  all  the  Produce  in 
the  Import  hither,  and  in  thcRe-cxport  abroad, 
in  the  Manufacture  at  home,  and  in  the  Ex- 
pence  of  thofe  who  come  to  London  on  their 
Affairs,  it  will  appear  to  a  Dcmonftration  how 
extremely  lucrative  to  Eng/and  this  liland  is, 
even  in  its  prefent  State  of  impcrfed  Subjedion 
and  imperfed Cultivation.  In  this  Manner  con- 
jectures are  anfwcred  by  Faiib  ;  and  when  this 
Writer  fpeaks  of  a  Conqucft  over  a  ^  People  of 
different  Language,  Manners,  and  Religion, 
as  not  worth  having  ;  and  of  its  Value  as  over- 
ballanced  by  the  Lxpcncc  of  keeping  it,  he 
muff  allude  to  fome  other  Conqueft,  and  not 

to 
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f  P'i,^f  Int.  Page  45.  "  J  Cmnby  fully  inhabited  by 
*'  any  NadcTi^  is  nj>  propn  P'dF''lJiun  j-)'r  auotlm-  of  dijfWmt 
*'  Lar.rm^e^  Manner^  avj  RfUi;ion:  U  is  hardly  ever  iembie 
*'  ai  Uj's  £.\fe>!ie  them  it  is  vjotth,'* 
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to  Guadalotipe  ;  for  wc  know  chat  the  Expence 
of  keeping  GuadaloupCy  even  now  in  T  ime  of 
War,  and  when  the  Ifland  is  entirely  Frencby 
is  infinitely  inferior  to  the  Advantages  which 
we  derive  from  its  Commerce.  No  Difficulty 
\z  found  in  keeping  the  unwarlike  Wefl-Indian 
French,  in  due  Obedience.  On  a  Peace  our 
Situation  will  be  flill  more  favourable.  I  ven- 
ture to  fay,  that  one  Regiment  will  be  fully 
fufficient  for  its  internal  Defence. 

This  Author  indeed,  knows,  that  with  Canada 
in  our  Poffeffion  we  muft  ftill  for  hundreds  of 
Miles  border  on  the  French^  or  Spaniards  %  j 
**  l^hat  the  People  inhabiting  the  Frontiers^ 
**.  are  generally  the  Refufeofboth  Nations j  remote 
**  from  the  Eye,  the  Prudence,  and  the  Re- 
Jlraint  of  Government"  He  knows  and 
^  us,  that  a  ||  "  vaji  Wilder Jiefs,  thinly  or 
\.:  at  all  peopled,  conceals  with  Ea/e  the 
**  March  of  T'roops  and  Workmen.  Important 
'*  Pajj'cs  may  bcfeized  within  our  Limits"  ;  and 
knowing  all  this,  his  Apprehenfions  for  the 
vaft  Expence,  necefTary  to  retain  a  conquered 
Country,  if  applied  to  Canada^  are  reafonable 
and  well-founded  ;  but  if  applied  to  Guadaloupe, 
they  are  altogether  ill-founded  and  un reafon- 
able. It  is  extraordinary,  that  fo  ingenious, 
fo  fcnfible  a  Man  (hould  fo  confound  all 
Ideas  as  to  fuppofe,  the  fame  Dangers,  which 
may  exift  in  Canada^  a  vaft,  wild,  uncommer- 
cial, inland  Country,  of  an  extenfive  Frontier, 
and  retired  from  the  Eye  of  Government,  are 
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X  Vide,  Int.  Page  9.     ||  Vide  Int.  Page  5, 
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,  to  be  at  aU  dreaded  in  Guadciloupe,  an  Ifland, 
divided  from  every  Neighbour,  and  where 
all  lies  immediately  under  the  Eye  of  Govern- 
ment ;  a  Country,  which  is  one  great  Scene  of 
Commerce,  and  which  holds  not  one  lingle  Cir- 
cumftance  in  common  with  Canada.  Guada* 
loiipey  in  the  natural  Courfe  of  Things,  muft 
in  a  few  Years  be  almoft  wholly  Englt/h ;  and, 
if  fu  .  is  the  Confumption  of  our  Manufac- 
tures in  its  prefent  imperfexft  State  of  Culture, 
"whilft  the  Idea  of  their  being  reftored  to 
France  preferves  a  ftrong  hold  on  the  Ima« 
gination  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  therefore 
retrains  the  Demand  for  EngHfl?  Manufac- 
tures J  (a  Reftraint  which  muft  make  them  ,a 
very  rich  immediate  *  Treafure  indeed,  to 
whichever  Nation  they  may  fall  at  the  Con- 
cluiion  of  a  Peace.)  If  fuch,  I  fay,  is  already 
the  Confumption  of  our  Manufadtures  at 
Guadaloupe  under  thefe  unfavourable  Circum- 
flances,  what  muft  it  be,  when  the  greater  Part 
of  the  Inhabitants  come  to  be  Englijh,  and 
have  no  other  Market,  no  other  Government, 
to  hope  for  ?  The  Objedlions  this  Gentleman 
mentions,  lie  equally  again (t  every  Conqueft, 
which  has  hitherto  been  deemed  valuable 
.  amongft 

*  The  French  Inhabitants  of  Cuatlihupe  have  tnofi:  cer- 
tainly at  this  Day  in  their  Poflbflion  more  (lolJ  in  Specie, 
than  is  to  be  found  in  all  our  other  Lewr  '  Iflands  put  to- 
gether. The  far  greater  Part  of  this  Tk  (ure  muft,  im- 
mediately upon  a  Peace,  of  ner-ffity  in  one  Tide  flow  in 
upon  that  Country  which  fhall  then  be  Mafler  Q^Clnadaloupe. 
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amongfl  Mankind.  According  to  fuch  Poli- 
ticians, we  are  not  to  take  Advantage  of  the 
Induftry  and  Wealth  of  new  Subjeds,  bccaufe 
we  mull  live  in  Fear  of  their  Difaffedtion  i  and 
they  notably  think,  that  Nations  may  be  made 
great  and  powerful,  upon  Principles  which  are 
founded  on  Sufpicion,  and  Cowardice. 

This  Writer,  however,  on  maturer  De- 
liberation, feems  to  give  up,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  his  Ob"]e(5lion,  and  acknowledges  the 
Value  of  Giiadaloiipe^  provided  it  be  not  || 
bought  too  dear.  What  does  he  think  of  Mi- 
norca as  a  proper  Purchafe  for  it,  fuppofing  we 
had  not  relolved  to  furrender  it,  without  any 
Equivalent  at  all. 

Let  us  come  to  the  comparative  Eftimation 
of  thefe  Objeds.  We  agreed  to  exchange  an 
Ifland  of  603,2691.  3  s.  9d.  annual  Benefit 
to  our  Commerce,  and  a  Burthen  but  of 
20,000 1.  to  our  Revenue,  for  one  wliich 
yielded  in  Trade  but  500  1.  a  Year ;  and  was 
a  dead  Weight  on  the  national  Fund  of  above 
74,000  1.  at  the  loweft.  This  is  the  true  State 
of  Gmdaloupc,  conlidered  as  an  Equivalent  for 
Minorca  ;  and  the  Publick  is  left  to  judge  how 
far  our  comniercial  Intcrefl  was  confulted,wheii 
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I!  Vide  Int.  Page  49.  «  I  have  lefore  fald  I  do  not  deny 
the  Vtllitv  of  the  Conqurff^  or  even  of  our  future  Pojfejfian 
of  Guadaloupe, //  mi  bought  too  dear. — The  Trade  of  the 
Weft-Indies  is  one  of  our  inojl  valuable  Trades ;  our  Pof 
fcjjions  there  dcfcrvc  our  greatcfi  Care  and  Attention,^' 
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one   was  to  be  given  in  Exchange  for  the 
other. 

I  come  now  to  confider,  not  only  whether 
this  particular  Objed:,  Minorca^  but  whether 
all  the  Acquifitions,  which  we  were  to  have 
made  by  that  Treaty,  put  together,  can  be 
confidered  as  a  juft  Equivalent  for  the  Lofs  we 
fliould  have  fuftained  in  the  Surrender  oiGiia- 
daloupe, 

Thefe  Acquifitions  then  were  Minorca^  Ca- 
nada^ and  Senegaly  together  with  the  Ifle  of 
Goree. 

The  neutral  Iflands,  Dominique  and  Tobago ^ 
cannot,  as  I  have  (hewn,  in  common  Senfe 
be  reckoned  as  Acquifitions  made  by  that 
Treaty ;  for  we  yielded  in  their  Place  to  France 
two  others,  St.  Luciet  alone  of  infinitely 
more  Confcquence,  and  St.  Vincent :  Thefe 
in  their  Place  I  fliall  confider  more  at  large  : 
At  prefent  I  fhall  examine  the  Value  of  all 
the  allowed  Acquifitions. 

Of  Minorca  I  have  already  fpoken,  and 
the  Enumeration  of  its  commercial  Advan- 
tages was  quickly  finiihed. 

I  fliall  now  examine  the  Weight  of  Canada 
in  the  commercial  Scale,  To  avoid  incumber- 
ing the  Difcourfe,  I  have  thrown  the  Detail 
of  the  exported  Produce  of  Canada  into  a 
Table.  The  Sum-total  of  the  Export  of  Ca- 
nada   to    Great  Britain  appears    to    confift 
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principally  of  Furs  and  Skins,  and  to  be  no 
more  in  Value  than  14015I.  17  s.  id.  a  Year.* 


of 


*  An  Account  of  the  Qunntities  and  different  Species 
Goods  imported  into  England  from   Canada  from  Chriftma$ 
I  760  to  Chrijimas  1 76 1 . 

Amount  of  the  Value 


Quantities 

46  tons  I  ct.  41b.  Brafs  wrought 

4371b.  Adianthum  Nigrum 

591b.  Balfa in  Natural     — 


398  lb 

15  tons  6cc.  3  lb. 

120  ct. 

180  tons  1  hd.i9J3[ 

2,820  N^ 

39,7^2  N^' 

2,624  NO 

22N«» 

2,169  N* 
14,801  N" 

625  N** 
513  N" 
1,458  N° 
13,565  N'' 
223  N» 
358  N<» 


CaAoreum         J  ft 

Iron  fJulhell  or  Caft      — 
-Hoops      '     ' 


/. 
162 

36 

99 

3« 
18 


Oil  i  rain  — 

L'(*ar  Black  ' 

Beaver       

Buck  or  Deer  In  Hair 

Callabar  

Catt  

.Deer  India  ^  drcft  — 

Elk  

Filher        

Fox  Ordinary    

Martin  — — 


Martron 
Mink 
Moofe 
7,220  N^*     Mufquaih 
2,972  N^     Otter 


CO 
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l8,ii2  N° 

670  N" 

50?  N'' 

146  N" 

25  lb. 

98  gal. 

3  lb. 

ID  1. 

ITS.  6d. 
122  lb. 

48  clls. 


Raccoon  

Seal  • 

Wolf  

Wolvering         ■ ' 

SnufF         

Spirits  Rum  ..— 

Whalefms      — —      1  « 

A  Clock  (  -rt 

Goods  feveral  Sorts  C*^ 
Skins  Beaver  cutt  —  J  •< 
Sails  Foreign  made 


2163 
916 

6953 
426 

o 

18 

925 

203 

H 
9» 

452 

7 

34 
o 

180 

520 

452 

3<3 
125 

5» 
2 

8 

6 

10 

10 

16 

o 


s. 
o 

15 

17 
10 

5 
o 

18 

10 

2 
8 

3 
I 

I 

2 

19 
2 

5 
8 

3 

2 

10 

3 
i5 

H 

»5 

8 

3 

3 
o 

o 

II 

5 
12 


d. 
o 
6 
6 
o 
I 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
8 
6 

3 
6 

I 

4 
8 

10 

9 
o 

o 

o 

2 

o 
o 

9 
4 
o 
o 
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o 
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14,015  17  I 
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The  Reader,  habituated  to  the  Declama- 
tions with  which  thePublick  have  been  fo  often 
amufed  on  the  Subjedl  of  Canada,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  fomewhat  furprized  at  the  in- 
confiderable  Value  of  this  immehfely  exten- 
live  Country  j  I  believe  that  thofe  Traders  who, 
deluded  by  *-he  popular  Ciy  in  favour  of 
Canada,  ventured  to  fend  fome  Cargoes 
thither,  have  had  reafon  heartily  to  repent 
their  Credulity.  For  my  Part  I  never  entertain- 
ed a  very  high  Opinion  of  its  Importance  in 
any,  much  lefs  in  a  trading,  Light.  Yet  the 
precife  State  of  its  Commerce  has  fallen  below 
my  own  mean  Opinion  of  m  Value ;  it  is  even 
below  the  Income  of  very  many  private 
Eftates :  And  here  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
this  Deficiency,  in  the  dired:  Trade  between 
Canada  and  G?raf  Britain,  is  not  compenfated, 
as  in  our  old  northern  Colonies,  by  an  exten- 
live  Traffick  to  the  We/i-lndies.  The  Trade 
between  Canada  and  the  Iflands  is  abfolutely 
none  j  and  it  has  happened  exactly  as  I  at  firft 
forefaw,  that  whatever  little  Trade  of  this 
Kind  was  carried  on  whilft  Canada  continued 
in  the  Pofleffion  of  Trance,  muft  be  loft  and 
at  an  end,  as  loon  as  ever  Canada  became  an 
Engli/h  Pofleffion.  The  entire  Produce  of 
this  Province  might  be  imported  hither  in  one 
fmgle  Ship  j  and  this  is  the  whole  exifting 
Value  of  C^?7<7^^  to  the  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  14,000  1.  to  the  former; 
a  Ship  or  twcj  at  moft  to  the  latter. 

The  lafl;  of  the  Acquifitions,  which  we  were 

to 


m 


In* 


[  59  ] 
to  have  made  by  that  Treaty,  was  Senegal  and 
Gorce,  Properly  fpeaking  thefe  Settlements 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  Acquifitions  by 
Conqueft,  but  by  Purchafe.  We  did  not  retain 
them  under  the  uti  pojfidetis  -,  but  we  were 
to  have  acquired  them  by  the  Ceflion  on  our 
Part  of  Ibme  other  Places,  on  the  Coall  of 
Africa :  But  let  them  ftand  as  real  Conquefts, 
and  let  us  conlider  their  Importance  The 
Value  of  Senegal  and  Goree  arifes  princi- 
pally from  their  fupplyingus  with  Gums,whith 
we  were  before  obliged  to  take  from  the  French. 
By  thisAcqu'fition  we  alfo  add  fomething  to  our 
Supply  of  Slaves.  It  may,  however,  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  Senega/  does  not  fupply  very  many 
Slaves  ;  and  that  thofe  brought  from  thence 
are,  of  all  the  Africans,  the  leaft  adapted 
to  Labour,  and  confequently  bear  the  bweft 
Price  at  the  Wcjl-India  Markets. 

It  is  not  in  my  Power  to  be  quite  as  exad  as 
I  could  wifh  in  this  Particular  j  however,  I 
have  not  negle(fted  to  acquire  the  befl:  Infor- 
mation poflible.  None  of  my  Accounts  raife 
the  Number  of  Slaves,  exported  from  Senegal 
in  any  Year,  to  more  than  looo  ;  and  at  the  bed 
Price  their  Value  at  Market  will  not  exceed 
30,000  1.  The  Gum,  we  receive  annually  from 
Senegal,  may  be   worth   about   7000 1. 

The  following  Table,  therefore,  will  fliew  in 
one  View  the  Value  of  the  Acquifitions  we  were 
to  have  made  by  that  Treaty,  and  the  Price 
we  were  to  have  paid  for  them  ;  and  whether 
all  thefe  Acquifitions  put  together,  could  be 

I  2  confidered 
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confidered  as  an  Equivalent  for  the  Lofs  we 
fhould  have  fuftained  in  the  Surrender  of 
Guadaloupe.        Ey  the  late  Treaty   • 


We  ihould  have  acquired 

1.       s.  d. 
Canada,  worth 

annually 
Minorca,  ditto, 
Senegal  and  Uo-  ) 


\ 


We  (hould  have  loft 

1.      8.  d. 


rit 


14,015  17  I 

500 

37,000 


Guadaleufe, 
worth  an- 
nually 


603,269  3  9 


Total  Acquifi-  7      .     . 

Hon  per  Jnn.\   5 '.5 '5   ^7  » 
"^ctLoh per Jnn.   551,753     68 


603,269   3  9 


603,269     39 

Commercially  therefore  we  fliould  have  loll  by 
the  Bargain  above  550,000 1.  a  Year,  and 
have  purchafed  what  we  retained  at  more 
than  ten  times  their  Value. 

Bu:  if  we  take  into  the  Confidcration  the 

Expence  of  keeping  thelc  Acquifitions  relpec- 

tively,  the  Account  will  then  Itand  thus : 

In  *■  Ca?iada  one  Regiment  £.  20,000 

In  Senegal  and  Goree  one  20, coo 

In  Minorca  four  Regiments       74,000 


114,000 

To  this  Charge,  if  we  oppofe  even  the 
whole  grofs  Value  of  the  Trade  of  all  thefe 
Places,  there  will  he  ft)und  an  Over-ballance 
of  Expence  more  than  Profit  to  the  Amount,  in 
time  of  profoundeft  Peace,  of  62,4841.  2s.  i  id, 

whereas, 

*  I  believe  the  Reader  will  fee  that  Tflated  this  Accnunt 
moft  exccHivelv  in  I';ivour  of  Canada^  by  only  char"in(j  C<s- 
tMdii  with  the  ianic  Force  I  did  tc  'J uadu'.iupe. 
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wlicrea?,  allowing  the  fameForcetobc  kept  up 
inGuadahupe  as  I  have  allowed  for  Canada^  and 
dedu<SIng  accordingly  20,000  L  from  the 
Value  of  the  Produce  of  that  Ifland,  there  will 
be  ftill  a  Ballance  in  Favour  of  Quadaloupe  of 
583,2691.  3s.  9d. 

So  that,  on  making  the  heft  of  the  Bargain, 
we  muft  lofe  confiderably  by  retaining  all  the 
Territories  we  were  to  have  acquired  by  that 
Treaty.  The  only  Objed:  by  which  we  did, 
or  in  the  Nature  of  Things  we  could,  gain 
any  thing,  we  thought  proper  to  give  away 
without  any  Compenfation  at  all. 

Were  we  to  confume  at  Hoipe  the  whole 
Produce  of  Quadaloupe^  the  very  Duties  raifed 
on  that  Produce  would  amount  to  more 
than  the  whole  grofs  Produce  of  all  the  reft  of 
the  Acquifitions  which  we  were  tc  have  made 
by  that  Treaty. 

But  the  Fa(ft  is,  that  the  whole,  except  the 
Cotton,  is  exported,  and  the  Cotton  is  em- 
ployed in  our  Manufadures ;  the  reft  of  the 
Produce, which  I  fay  is  exported,  is  confequcnt- 
ly  to  be  placed  on  the  Credit  Side  of  the  Ac- 
count of  our  foreign  Trade. 

I  imagine  fome  melancholy  Refleclions 
muft  arii'e  in  the  Mind  of  every  Perfon  the 
leaft  intelligent  in,  or  concerned  fo%  the  In- 
tereft  of  his  Country,  when  he  confiders  the 
immcnfe  humiliating  Reverfe  of  Fortune,  which 
a  few  Days  would  have  made  in  the  Affairs 
of  Gnat  Britatn  and  Fra??cet  if  Peace  liad 
been  concluded  on  thofe  Terms.  France 
would  have   got   rid   of  a  Territory,    which 

file 
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(he  could  neither  keep  without  Expence, 
nor  enlarge  without  Danger,  and  (he  would 
in  return  at  the  fame  Time  have  re-entered 
into  Poflcflion  of  a  mod  extenfive  and 
flourifhing  Trade,  worth  at  leaft  three  Millions 
annually,  now  either  poflefTcd  by  us,  or  ufelefs 
to  her,  by  which  (he  would  have  been  enabled 
in  a  Ihort  Time  to  repair  the  Breaches  of  this 
War,  to  pay  herDebts,  to  enlarge  herRefources, 
and  to  breed  up  a  Number  of  Seamen  for  the 
Re-eftablifhment  of  her  Navy:  Whilft  the 
Engli/J.\  giving  a  great  Part  of  this  very  Trade 
out  of  their  Hands,  and  incumbered  with  a 
Debt  ofa  great  deal  above  loo  Millions,  acquir- 
ed only  a  barren  Expence  of  62,484  I.  a  Year, 
without  one  fingle,  even  poflible^  Advantage  to 
our  Commerce  J  without  any  other  Confola- 
tion  than  the  Liberty  of  parading  in  boundlefs 
and  fruitlefs  Forefts,  and  umufing  ourfelves 
with  idle  Speculations  upon  the  Importance 
of  Canada. 

I  have  not  valued  the  two  neutral  Iflands, 
which  were  to  have  been  left  us,  in  this  Efti- 
mate.  In  common  Senfe  they  cannot  be  con- 
fidered  as  Acquifitions,  unlefs  you  fay  you  ac- 
quire wiien  you  give  away  ;  however,  I  think 
it  neither  wholly  unneceflary  to  my  Purpofe, 
nor  altogether  ufelefs  to  the  Reader,  to  enter  a 
litde  into  a  Detail  of  the  Value  of  thefe  Iflands. 
In  order  more  fully  to  difplay  the  Fallacy 
and  Unfairnefs  of  the  Frcf^ch  Proceeding  in  the 
late  Negotiation,  when  they  prcfumed  to  call 
any  Diviiion  of  thofe  Iflands  equitable,  while 
they  infiflied  upon  retaining  St,  Lucie, 
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Of  fhcfe,  called  neutral  Iflands,  Tobago,  the 
moil  Southward,  is  abfolutely  wild,  covered 
with  Woods,  inhabited  only  by  a  few  Caraibs, 

St,  Vincent  is  neither  fo  fmall,  nor  fo  cover- 
ed with  Woods;  nor  is  it  thinly  inhabited;  but 
mark  well  what  the  Inhabitants  are :  They 
are  firft  Caraibs^  to  the  Number  of  about 
7000 ;  and  next,  free  Negroes,  to  the  Num- 
ber of  about  8000  :  Thefc  two  people  are  free, 
and  both  remarkably  jealous  of  their  Free- 
dom. 

The  French  imagine  tbcmfelves,  and  pofTibly 
not  altogether  without  Reafon,  better  adapted 
than  we  are  to  maintain  a  friendly  Correfponi- 
ence  with  Savages.  They  have  not,  however, 
notwithftanding  this  Advantage,  ever  ventured 
one  fingle  Sugar  Eftablifhment  in  this  Illand  ^ 
and  indeed  thofe,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  of  fuch  Efbblifhments,  know  how  to- 
tally oppofite  fuch  a  Neighbourhood  is  to  the 
Exiftence  of  a  Sugar  Setdement,  which  is  not 
like  a  landed  Eftate  at  Home.  Its  Value  does 
not  confift  in  the  Land,  but  in  the  Number  and 
Goodnefs  of  the  Slaves,  in  the  Strength  and 
Convenience  of  the  Mills,  and  other  Build- 
ings ;  all  very  expenfive  in  the  Conftrudlion,  and 
which  notwithflandingmaybeall  deilroyed,and 
the  Slaves  cut  off  or  carried  away,  in  a  lingle 
Night,  by  any  fudden  Incurfion.  A  Mri  has 
not  his  Eftate  impaired  and  damaged,  but  ad:ual- 
ly  annihilated.  No  Sugar  Colony  ever  yet  flou- 
riflied,  which  was  not  cleared  of  tlie  Cnraibs  \  fo 
that  you  mud  cithci  have  purfucd  the  dcteilable 
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and  dangerous  Policy  of  extirpating  the  old  In- 
habitants, or  have  received  a  mere  nominal  Pof- 
fcflion,  vi^ithout  any  Advantage  from  St.  Viiicent, 
But  it  was,  in  Reality,  a  Matter   of  great 
Indifference  to  the  French,  which  of  the  other 
neutral  Iflands  you  chofe,    or  if  you  chofe  all 
the  other  three,  if  you  left  them  St,  Lucie, 
'   They  were  well  aware  of  the  real  intrin- 
flc  Value  of  this  Ifland,  and  of  the  real  In- 
fignificance  of  all  the  reft.  This  Ifland  contains 
about  one  thoufand  Men   capable  of  bearing 
Arms }  they  grow  a  great  Quantity  of  Cotton  ; 
the  Land  in  general  is  extremely  good.     No 
Ifland  in  the  Weft-Indies  has  a  better  Harbour, 
nor    a     greater  Plenty  of    Rivers  ;    add   to 
this,  that  its  Situation  made  it  of  ineftimable 
Value  to  France,  becaufe  in  time  of  War  it 
forms  a  Sort  of  Barrier  to  Martifiique,  at  leaft 
in  our  Hands  it  would  be  the  Doer  to  open 
our  Way  to  Martinique ;    it  lies  jufl:   to  the 
V/indward  of,   and  not  feven  Leagues  diftant 
from,  Martinique. 

If  our  Objed:  was  to  have  kept  from  the 
French  an  Ifland,  by  its  Situation  of  Confe- 
quence  to  them,  St.  Lucie  of  all  the  neutral 
Iflands  was  the  one  not  to  be  allowed  to 
France  j  and  if  it  was  our  Objcd:  to  ac- 
quire an  Ifland  by  its  Commerce  or  Situation 
of  Confequence  to  us,  we  fliould  never  have 
thought  oWominique'j  this  Ifland,  the  lad  of  the 
four  neutral  ones,  has  iwortCaraiu^^  and  is  lirtle 
more  cleared,  than  'Tobago  itfelf ;  but  even,  if  its 
intrinficValuehad  been  worth  Attention,  its  Si- 
tuation between  the  tu'o  great  Iflands  of  Gua- 
dakiipe  and  Martiviqiu\  would  rcrder  it,  vvhilll 
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both  ttiefe  great  Iflands  werci  in  the  Hands  of 
Prance y  of  no  poflible  Advantage  or  Service  to 
Us.  The  Moment  a  War  (hould  be  proclaliied, 
toot  a  fingle  Ship  could  attempt  to  go  into,  or 
fail  out  of  t)ominiquet  without  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,  Martinique  lies  exadlly 
in  the  Way  to  intercept  every  thing  going 
from  Europe  to  Dominiquey  as  Guadaloupe  does 
for  intercepting  every  thing  coming  out  of  Do-- 
fninique  to  Europe  *,  if  indeed  Guadaloupe  re- 
mained to  us,  that  Circumftance  would  give 
fome  Importance  to  Dominique^  which  lying  to 
the  Windward  of  Guadaloupe^  as  St.  Lucie  lies 
to  Martini^uei  might,  if  we  could  forget  the 
Difference  of  intrinfic  Value,  be  of  the  fame 
iService  in  covering  our  Pofleffions  j  but  ifGua^ 
daloupt  is  given  up^  I  do  infift  upon  it,  that  not 
one,  no,  nor  all  of  the  other  neutral  Iflands  are 
^orth  our  taking*  except  St,  Lucie  j  and  if  St». 
Lucie  was  of  fuch  Importance  to  France j  that 
fhe  could  not  part  with  it,  (he  could  not  have 
refufcd  paying  well  for  it  j  and  therefore  mud 
it  not  aftonifh  the  Reader  to  find,  that,  when 
^e  gcneroufly  made  fo  great,  fo  important  a 
Conceflionj  to  which  on  the  Terms  of  an  equal 
Partition,  (he  was  no  way  intitled,  we  did 
not  take  that  favourable  Opportunity  of  work- 
ing on  the  Gratitude  of  tho,  French ^  fince  wa 
could  not  on  their  Juftice,  to  befeech  them  not 
to  didatc  to  us  too  like  Conquerors  j  to  tell 
ihem,  that,  if  St,  Lucie  was  neceffary  to  cover 
their  great  Ifland  of  Martinique  ;  Guadaloupe^ 
even  in  that  Idea,  was   full   as  neceffary  to 
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cover  our  \\' Leu^ardld^nds  >  that  they  had  not 
more  Right  to  one,  than  wc  had  to  the  other. 
If  this  Reafoning  did  not  prevail,  might  wc  not 
have  imitated  their  own  Language  concerning 
Belleijle^  If  you  think  the  neutral  Iflands  of 
luch  real  Value,  you  arc  free  to  keep  them,  and 
we  will  content  ourfelvcs  with  Guadaloupe. 
Ought  we  not  to  have  made  a  Bargain,  iince 
we  could  not  make  an  Acquifition?  if  w« 
were  not  to  take  Advantage  ot  our  Conquefts, 
we  ought,  methinks,  to  have  made  fome  Ad- 
vantage of  our  Conceflions. 

Jf  we  mifs  this  critical  Moment,  and  (hould 
one  Day  find  ourftlves  to  have  been  miftaken 
in  our  Ideas  of  the  Weft-Indies  \  our  Miftake 
in  all  human  Probability  will  be  for  ever  irre^ 
trievable.  The  French,  who  truftcd  too  much 
in  the  natural  Strength  of  their  Iflands,  and 
were  lulled  into  Security  by  the  idle  Boaft  of 
their  Planters,  had  not  during  this  War  either 
in  Martinico  or  Guadaloiipt\  a  regular  F'^rcc 
of  one  thouland  Men.  Ihey  now  fee  tiieir 
Error,  and  canriot  in  a  future  War  omit  to 
corretft  It  j  and  then  they   may  perhaps  find 
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J!  Guiulai^pc  lict  to  tlic  I-c\varcl  of  .InVt^vny  Nt'vis, 
Moufenaty  St.  Kits,  ami  all  il\;n  t'hiHcr  yf  IniaJl /iV/,7A 
lllaiuis,  and  conO  leiitK'  thole  lllaiuls  arc  iTioll:  liablft 
to  be  attacked  from  thence,  if  it  returns  to  I'rancey  and 
this  [Hand  ismojt  capable  of  protcwling  ihcni  if  it  remains 
in  our  H;uuK'.  It  i:;  i:ciiai;i!v  very  cxtr;'.ordinary  that  all 
lliould  be  lacrificod  to  the  Idea  of  Sociirity,  in  North 
■Jrnerica^  where  we  wercintinitcly  fhon^tor  than  the  Frcncl^ 
and  that  no  Notio;!  of  Dangrr  Ihoidd  b«  cnlcriaincd  for 
our  \aItiaMe  Poll'cHluiis  ill  tlu-  I!  t/l-litdl(Sy  where  wc  arc 
Iniliutuly  weaker  th;in  the  I'rench,  i 
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Means  to  make  a  better  Defence  In  their  con- 
lieded  Iflands,  two  of  them  larger  each  than  all 
our  L^w^r// Iflands  put  together,  than  we  may 
be  able  to  do  in  our  fmall,  difperfed.  Scraps  of 
defencelefs  Land.  In  Reality,  the  i^r^;?f^Pof- 
feffions,  in  that  Part  of  Ainerica,  feem  to  be 
the  Refult  of  Deliberation  and  Syftem,  and 
to  have  been  formed  by  a  People,  who  had 
both  a  full  Freedom  of  Choice,  and  Power  to 
enforce  it ;  our  Pofl'eflions,  on  the  contrary,  arc 
irregular,  unconnecfted,  and  feem  to  have  been 
occupied  as  derelidl,  or  as  ftolen  ;  and  not  as 
Choice  pointed  out,  but  as  Occafion  and  Ne- 
ceflity  would  admit. 

I  have,  1  hope,  fully  demonftrated,  that  the 
Acquifition  of  Guadahiipe  alone  is  not  only 
fuperior  to  that  of  Minorca^  which  alone  was 
put  into  the  Scale  again  ft  it,  but  far  fuperior 
in  Value  to  every  thing  elfe  united,  which  we 
fhould  have  acquired  by  that  Treaty,  upon 
any  of  thofe  Plans  the  Enemy  propofed,  or 
even  upon  thofe,  which  we  drew  up  agreeably 
to  our  own  Defires, 

I  (hall  now,  conformably  to  the  Plan  I  pre- 
fcribed  to  myfelf  at  firfl  fetting  out,  endeavour 
to  afcertain,  and  to  obferve  upon,  the  Caufes 
that  may  have  induced  us  to  overlook  the 
glaring  i^dvantages,  which  refulted  from  our 
PofTeflion  of  GuadalotipCt  and  to  enter  into  a 
Barter  lb  ftrangely  difproportionate,  as  that  of 
Guadahiipe  for  Minorca, 

1  mull  previoufly  obferve,  that  no  Man  can 
have  a  Difpofition  more  remote  from  the 
Y^^'iixt  of  iutermixing  any  thing  perfonal  in 
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this  Difcuflioo.    No  Man  has  a  more  dutxm 
Veneration  for  the  Dignity,  or  greater  Refpe^t 
for  the  Abilities,  of  the  Perfons,  who   wero 
fi'ppofed  to  have  been  concerned  in  that  Ne- 
gotiation j  but  it  will  be  eafiiy  allowed,  that 
the  mod  extcnilve  Mind,  occupied  with  a  Va* 
riety  of  great  Obje<^s,  niay  pofBbly  overlook 
fome  minute  Details.     To  blame  for  not  being 
attentive  to  every  thing,  is  not  to  accufe  any 
particular  Man,  but  human  Nature  itfelf,   Thft 
inoft  important  Confequences,  however>  may 
fometimes  depend  upon  fuch  Details, and  it  may 
be  lawful  to  retftify,  where  it  would  be  criminal 
to  reproach,     The  Truth  is,  that  neither  the 
whole,  nor  any  Part,  of  the  Adminiftration  is 
juftly  culpable  for  this  Miilake;  thofe  Perfon« 
alone  are  to  blame,who,  for  Reafcns  beil  known 
to  themfeives,  by  inflammatory  Peclamations, 
by  idle  Suggeftions  of  Danger,  and  by  Sug- 
gedioi^s  of  Profit  ftill  more  frivolous,  turned 
the  Eyes  and  Thoughts  of  the  Publick  from 
their  true  Intereft  ;  thofe  Men,  therefore,  and 
thofu  ^lone,    are   refponfible  to  their   Coun- 
try, and   to  their  Confcience,   for    obtrMding 
pn  the  Publick  a  Syftem,  which  fomeof  therrj 
might,  and  others  of  them  mull  have  known, 
to  b,e  totally   deftitute  of   any    one    rational 
Foundaf.lon. 

Wc  ought  not  to  forget,  who  they  wer« 
that  joined  this  Cry,  and  fwelled  it  into  fuch 
p  tumiilfauus  L(Oudners.  Many  Perfons,  from 
having  been  jealous  Rivals  of,  and  fometimes 
vejy  determincdEnemiej-,to  theProlperity  of  our 
JViJnV^  American  (Jolopies,  ;\\  ^t  onpe  fell  into 
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the  mOft  iffc£Vfccl  amd  ridiculous  Solicitude  for 
their  Safety;  they  pretended  to   think,  and 
had  Craft  enough  to  make  others  really  believe, 
that,  whilft  the  French  retained  any  footing  in 
Canada^  we  could  not  he  for  an  Hour  fecure  of 
our  Northern  Settlements}  that  ourPeople  would 
be  in  continual  Danger  of  being  deftroyed  by 
inhuman  Maflacres,  and  their  PolTeffions  of  be7 
ing  waited  by  Fire  and  Sword;  that,  in  fhort, 
withour,  fecuring  evcryPart  o^2X\French  Canada, 
let  the  Value  of  our  other  Acquifitions  be  ever 
fo  great,  our  North  American  Colonies  would 
tell  us,  we  had  done  nothing  j  and  with  fuch 
furprizing  Induftry  was  this  abfurd  Clamour 
propagated,  thai  Canada  came  at  laft  to  take 
an  entire  Poffeflion  of  our  Hearts  and  Under- 
ftandings  j  and   we  were   taught  to   believe, 
that  no  Ceflion  v/as  too  great  to  purchafe  this 
ineftimable  Security,  this  immoveable  Barrier 
of  all  our  Colonies ;  nay,  they  carried  the  Point 
much  further,  and  pretended,  that,  if  we  were 
once  in  Poffeflion  of  this  Territory,  we  had  little 
clfc  to  deiire  for  the  future  Profpsrity  both 
of  the  Mother  Country,  and  her  Colonies. 

This  very  groundlefs  Opinion  was  the  true 
Source  of  our  Neglcift,  in  thr  late  Negotiation, 
of  fuch  real,  commercial  Advantages,  as  might 
augment  the  Refources  of  Great  Britain.  Aji  1 
from  hence  proceeded  that  utter  Oblivion  of  all 
former  Maxims  of  our  Policy,  whilli,  under  the 
Name  of  Security,  we  fougi.i  with  Eagernefs 
cxtenfive  and  unprofitable  Empire,  and  (je(fl- 
jcd  moderate  but  lucrative  Acquifition.  This 
)irror,  if  i^  ftiould  continue  to  gain  Ground,  may 
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prove  more  detriment  i!  to  us,  than  the  Lofs  of 

5iny  particular  Objed:,  or,  perhaps,  than  all  the 
Objeds  of  this  Negotiation.  It  may  by  Degrees 
infe(5l  the  whole  Syftem  of  our  national  Poli- 
cy. I  hope  th'^refore,  that  it  will  not  bethought 
cither  tedious  or  im|)ertinent,  if  I  endeai 'uir 
to  unravel  the  intricate  and  fraudulent  Scheir»e» 
by  which  we  were  lirfl:  drawn  into  th  ;  Err  r ; 
and  to  Hiew,  that  the  firft-born,  ihe  i^vouritP5 
Offspring  of  this  new  Syftem.  was  of  little 
Value  either  in  i);felf,  or  for  thofe  Purpofes^ 
Ibr  which  it  was  pretended  to  be  fo  iieci^.  a' y. 

i  do  i;ot  fay  that  Canadiiy  which  Frayice 
has  throw:  upon  us,  fhouM  be  again  thrown 
back  upon  her.  but  we  ought  not  to  fuffer 
onrfelves  to  Le  io  grofsly  deluded  on  this  Sub- 
iedt,  ?r^  10  iraaginPs  that  in  this  Ceilion  (he 
has  loil,  Of  that  we  have  gained  any  thing 
fo  elTential,  as  fhould  induce  us  to  acquielce  in 
the  Surrender  of  every  other  Advantage,  or 
in  the  Negleft  i)f  every  other  rational  Puriuit. 
The  Points  which  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
Advocates  for  Canada  to  have  proved,  were,  I 
conceive,    thefe  three. 

F'irji^  That  the  PoiTeHion  of  French  Ca- 
nada was  any  great  Acquifition  to  our  national 
Strength,  either  abfolutely,  or  in  Preference  to 
other  Ohjeds. 

Secondly y  That  our  Colonies  could  not  have 
had  a  rational  Secuiity,  without  the  PolTeffion 
of  all  Canada, 

'Thirdly^  That  the  PoiTcinon  of  Canadn,  n,- 
the,  could  give  tiu^m  that  kind  of  Security  >r 
Wiiich  they  de.  -?d  it.  - 
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/  1  apprehend  they  have  proved  none  of  thefa 
three,  which  are  the  material,  Points ;  and  I 
hope  to  (hew  that  they  cannot  prove  them. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  able  Writer,  whofe 
Steps  I  have  hitherto  attended,  or  any  other, 
has  made  a  fmgle  direct  Afiertion  in  Favour  of 
the  commercial  Advantages  of  Canada.  In- 
deed the  whole  Skill  and  Maftery  of  thofe,who 
managed  that  Side  of  the  Queftion,  confifted 
in  two  Artifices  :  Firft,  In  palj^ably  mif-flating 
the  Queftion,  by  fuppofing  that  thofe,  who 
thought  other  Objedts  more  delirable  than 
Canada,  were  for  including,  under  the  Deno- 
mination of  Canada,  every  thing  which  lay 
beyond  the  Mountains.  But  the  Fa(ft  was 
.quite  othervi^ife  j  that  Scheme,  which  oppofed 
the  Neceffity  of  our  retaining  all  Canada^  pro- 
pofed  ©ur  acquiring  the  whole  of  Nova  Scotia, 
the  whole  Country  to  the  River  St.  Laureiice, 
and  thence  all  along  the  Southward  of  theLakes, 
and  to  the  MiJJifippi^  or  at  leaft  to  the  River  St, 
yerome,  Thefe  Boundaries,  they  were  of  Opi- 
nion, gave  them  an  immenfe  Enlargement  of 
Territory  j  and,  indeed,  every  thing  either  of 
Strength  or  Value  in  North  America,  Having 
fccured  tliefc,  they  were  of  Opinion,  that,  if 
the  French  fliould  afterwards  hold  out  their 
con  traded  and  crippled  Canada y  as  an  Indem- 
nification for  any  of  our  valuable  Conquefts, 
we  ought  rather  to  leave  it  to  them,  than  to 
make  .-3  ;..  /<?(>  antao  "ious  a  Chan2;e.  This  was 
the  r"  ■  ochemc  propolcd,  and  that  which 
they,  who  v/anted  to  confine  our  whole  At* 
tention  to  Canada j  ought  to  1  ave  oppofed;  but 
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they  oppofed  a  Phantom  of  their  own  taifin^^ 
and  argued  aa  if  there  was  no  Medium  betweeA 
not  acquiring  Canaday  and  acquiring  nothing. 
As  they  contraded,  in  this  confuied  Way  of 
fpeaking,  the  Ideas  of  their  Adverfaries^  fo  by 
the  fame  Confudon  they  enlarged  their  own  ^ 
and  confequently  argued  as  if  the  Acquifition 
of  Candda^  and  of  all  Ntrih  America^  was  one 
and  the  fame  thing :  This  was  the  Firft  of 
their  Arts. 

The  Second  was,  dwelling,  in  Seafon  and 
out  of  Seafon )  on  the  general  Value  of  our 
prefent  Commerce  with  North  America  j  and 
leaving  it  to  the  Reader,  if  he  pleafed,  todraW 
a  Conclufion  in  Favour  of  further  Acquifitions 
there  j  and  particularly  in  Favour  oiCanada^ 
^vhich  happens  to  be  in  that  Part  of  the 
World. 

But  thisgeneral  andconfufedMethod  of  Rea» 
foning,  {o  favourable  to  Deceit  and  Impofition, 
muft  alfo  be  quitted,  before  we  can  come 
to  any  precife  and  accurate  Ideas  on  this  Que- 
flion. 

The  genernl  Name  of  North  America  i- 
apt,  and  it  is  lo  intended  by  the  Panegyrijls  of 
Canada^  to  miflead  us  into  an  Opinion,  that  all 
the  Colonies,  included  in  that  common  Name, 
partake  of  the  fame  common  Circumftancesi 
and  trade  with  us  upon  the  fame  Terms.  No- 
thing can,  however,  be  more  fillacious  than 
this  Notion.  Our  Colonies,  on  that  vaft  Con- 
tinent, are  of  two  Kinds,  and  under  Circum*^ 
ftances  extremely  different  from  each  other  > 
and  we  can  never  rer».fon  concerning  them  yv^ek 
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feiny   tolerable  Precifion,  without  keeping  thia 
Diftindlion  continually  before    us.      By    the 
Means  of  this  Diftindion,  we  may  be  enabled 
to  acquire  fomewhat  jufter  Ideas  of  our  Co- 
lony Interefts,  than  we  feem  to  have  hitherto 
entertained;  and  even,  as  Matter  of  Speculation, 
thcfe  Enquiries  are  not  wholly  unworthy  the 
Regard  and  Study  of  every  literate  F,ngUjhman, 
The  Colonies   to  the  Northward,  on  this 
Continent,  are  "Nova  Scotia^  the  four  Provinces 
oi  New  England i  New  York,  Fcnfihania^  and 
the  two  Jerfeys,     All  thefe  have  very  little  di- 
red  Trade  with  Great  Britain  :  I  mean  they 
have  nothing,  with  which  they  can  repay  us 
for  the  Commodities  they  draw  from  hence  : 
They  only   trade  witl   England  circuitoully  ; 
either  through  the  Wefi-Imiies,  which  is  to  us 
the  mod  advantageous  Part  of  their  Trade ; 
or  through  foreign  £//;-(9^r^;/ Countries,  which, 
however     neceflary,     is    a    dangerous    and 
fufpicious  Channel.     Our  Englijh  oiiips  meet 
theirs  with  the  fame  Commodities,  at  the  fame 
Markets;  and,  if  thefe   Markets   riappen  to 
be  overftocked,  we  interfere  witii,  and  confc- 
quently  hurt,  each  other.     But  what  is  ftill 
more  material,  there  is  much  Reafon  to  fufpedt, 
that  no  fmall  Part  of  the   Benefit  of  c  sr  North 
American  Trade  is,  by  this  Means,  lofl  to  the 
Mother  Country,  and  palfes  to  Foreigners,  and 
fometimes  to  Enemies,     Thefe  northern  Pro- 
^  vinces  are  in  EfFed  not  fubjed:  to  the  Adl  of 
Navigation,  or  to  the  Gt!;er  A(fts,   which  have 
finceincres^  UheNumber  of  enumerated  Com- 
modititie;^   rxaufe  excep.lng  only  fomc^  Furs, 
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they  do  not  trade  in  any  fuch  Commodities. 
They  are  therefore  neither  obHged  diredtly  to 
bring  their  Goods  to  England-,  nor, when  they 
have  carried  them  to  other  Countries,  are 
they  neccflitatcd  to  v.kx  EnglaJid  in  their  Way 
home.  Whce.saii  *!.  Colonies,  which  pro- 
duce any  of  the  enumerated  Commodities,  un- 
der whatevci  Relaxations,  are  always  fubjeifl  to 
the  one  or  other  of  thefe  Regulations.  For  In- 
ilance,  Ships  from  Bojlonm^yt  ^  7'\{b  Corn, 
and  Provifions,  to  France  or  Italy^  and  retura 
again  diredly  to  Bo/Ion^  loaden  with  foreign 
Comp>^»dities,  fubjedt  to  no  other  Check  than 
what  muft:  be  confidered  as  none,  that  of  a 
Cuflom-houfe  Officer  in  their  own  Colony. 

But  the  fouthern  Colonies  of  this  fame  Con- 
tinent, I  rr-^an  Virginia,  Maryland^  the  Caro^ 
linaSy  and  Georgia,  are  under  quite  different 
Circumftances.  They  produce  many  Com^ 
modities,  which  ire  immediately  demanded 
at  the  Englijh  Market,  fuch  as  Tobacco,  Rice, 
and  Indigo ;  all  which,  being  enumerated  in 
the  Adl  of  Navigation,  muft,  according  to 
that  Ad,  be  brought  to  the  Englijh  Market, 
and  to  no  other  And  in  theA6t,  which  permits 
fome  of  thefe  Commodities  to  be  fent  under 
fume  Reftrictions  to  the  Countries  South  of 
Cape  Fim'/ierre,  a  Precaution  is  inferted,  that  the 
Vcffels,  concerned  in  that  Trade,  muft  take 
Greal  Britain  in  their  W?  /  heme  ;  by  whicli 
they  are  effe(5tiially  prt'  .ted  from  making 
their  Returns,  or  anv  Part  of  them,  in  foreign 
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fiut  to  fct  more  clearly  bef  "e  the  Reader 
the  Difference  between  thofe  two  kinds  of 
Colonies,  I  muft  obferve,  that  New  England^ 
the  moft  populous  of  our  Settlements,  fent  hi- 
ther in  1 76 1,  Commodities  to  the  Value  only  of 
25,9851.  8s.  I  id.  New  Tork  only  21,6841.105. 
3  d.  and  Penfilvania  only  22,404!.  13  s.  1 1  d. 
But  the  Moment  you  pafs  this  Line,  which  di- 
vides the  Colonies  to  the  Southward,  the  Cafe 
is  at  once  extremely  altered.  Virginia  and  M/ry- 
iand  exported  hither  in  that  Year  357,228!. 
/  s.  4d.  and  G?ri?//W  206,534!.  2  s.  2d.  If 
we  loolc  to  our  two  new  Colonies,  or  the  two 
Extremities  of  that  Continent  to  the  North 
and  South,  this  Difference  will  in  Proportion 
be  full  as  confpicuous.  Georgia  exported  hi- 
ther to  the  Value  of  6,074 1.  3  s.  9  d.  This 
is  indeed  little ;  but  Nova  Scotia,  tho'  the 
In  ttlement  there  was  planned  with  the  utmoft 
\  .fdom,  though  a  Million  of  Money  has 
been  already,  within  a  very  few  Years,  expended 
upon  it,  and  thougli  that  enormous  Sum  has 
be  n  applied  with  the  moll  diitinguiilicd  Oeco- 
nomy  and  Managtment,  yet  that  Settlement  has 
not  hitherto  been  able  to  return  Commodities 
to  more  than  18I.  3s.  Value  per  ann,  for  that 
was  the  Whole  of  their  lafl:  Y- ar's  Export. 

The  Southern  continental  Culonies,  in  their 
Commerce  with  us,  bear  a  much  nearer  Rc-» 
femblance  to  the  Wejhlndies,  than  to  their 
northern  Neighbours  ;  and  an  Augmentation 
of  Territory,  were  it  at  all  wanted,  as  it  is  not, 
in  that  Part  of  the  World,  would  be  there 
very  near  as  defireable  in  a  commercial  Light, 
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as  an  Augmentation  in  the  H'cjl  Indies,  Bar 
the  Acquifnion  of  Canada  is  an  Acquifl*- 
tion,  not  to  thefe  fouthern,  bur  tn  the  northern 
Provinces.  From  its  Climate,  it  c.ti. not  trade 
with  Gnat  Britain,  hut  in  Fur.s  oi  which 
we  have  already  Teen  the  Value,  becaufe  it  can 
produce  no  other  enumerated  Commodity ;  and 
from  its  Situation,  it  is  as  nothing  in  the  cir- 
cuitous Trade  with  the  Wt/i' Indies,  by  which 
our  old  northern  Colonies  are  chiefly  fupported. 

Whatever,  therefore,  is  faid,  or  infinuatcd, 
of  the  Advantages  of  Canada,  by  an  Infe- 
icnce  from  the  Advantage  derived  from  our 
North  ylnirricnn  Colonies  in  general,  is  aU 
toi^ctlur  grouridltfs  and  fallacious.  But  to 
iiuluce  Ub  the  more  eafdy  to  repofe  all  our 
Dclircs,  and  to  ca(l  all  our  Cares  upon  Canada^ 
they  ufc  another  Art,  which,  though  in  ftri(5t 
Argument  itib  Icis  than  nothing,  yet  to  thofe 
will)  i^ropofc  it,  ferves  ui'cful  Purpofcs ;  it 
tends  to  divert  our  Minds  from  the  true  State  of 
iheC^iellion;  they  endeavour  therefore  to  amufe 
us  with  an  Expecliation,  that  the  vaft  Inland 
Trads  about  the  Olio,  removed  from  all  ma- 
ritime Communication  by  their  Diftance,  and 
by  the  Interpofition  of  great  Mountains,  may 
one  Day  be  made  greatly  fubfervicnt  to  our 
C'ommerce  by  raifing  fevcral  ufeful  Commo- 
tiities,  ibr  which  we  have  a  Demand  in  Eng" 
.land.  In  this  Point,  as  in  all  others,  relative 
to  this  important  (^jcflion,  they  play  mod 
iijfufferably  upon  the  fuppofcd  Ignorance,  and 
Credulity,  of  their  Readers. 

In  the  lirll:  Place,  they  endeavour  to  prevail 
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on  us  to  throw  away  cxtcnfivc,  cxifting,  real, 
immediate  Advantages, in  Mopes  otthore  which, 
even  on  their  own  Hating,  are  but  fpeculative, 
remotely  future,  contingent,  and,  if  at  all  pof- 
fible,  depending  upon  a  thoufand  Accidents. 
They  flatter  us,  for  Inftance,  with  an  Idea,  that 
we  ihall  one  Time  or  other  be  able  to  raife 
raw  Silk,  and  alio  with  Profit  to  tranfport 
Hemp  from  the  Heart  of  that  remote  Con- 
tinent; when  we  know  that  this  Commodity 
of  Hemp  in  our  old  Settlements,  in  Climates 
full  as  favourable  to  its  Growth,  and  in  Si- 
tuations near  the  Sea,  and  therefore  infinitely 
more  favourable  to  its  Export,  never  has  hi- 
therto been  cultivated  to  any  Advantage,  but 
has  even  refifted  parliamentary  Encouragements 
and  Bounties,  almoft  equal  to  its  native  Value, 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  this  Point  feems  at 
length  to  be  given  up  by  the  Legillature  as  in 
Defpair,  and  the  AO:  for  granting  this  inef- 
fecflual  Bounty  has  been  fuffered  to  expire. 

To  the  other  Promife  of  raw  Silk  the  fame 
Anfwer  may  be  given.  When  wc  find  our 
maritime  Colonies  of  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
which  extend  in  Length  500  Miles,  and  as 
much  in  Breadth,  which  are  far  more  favour- 
able in  their  Situation,  becaufc  more  fouthern 
in  their  Climate,  fo  abounding  in  this  Pro- 
duce, as  not  to  be  able  to  grow  a  fufHcient 
Number  of  Mulberry  Trees  for  their  Worms, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  it  will  be  Time  for  us 
to  think  of  looking  lor  an  Extent  of  Territory, 
in  order  to  raife  raw  Silk;  I  am  afraid  this  is 
a  Speculation  for  a  very  late  Pollerity  indeed. 
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It  is  really  plcsfant  to  obfcrve  an  ingcnioui 
Theorift,  {training  at  the  higheft  Pitch  of  hit 
Erudition  to  prove,  what  nobody  has  ever 
thought  of  difputing  with  him,  that  an  Inland 
Commerce  has  been  in  former  Ages,  and  is 
dill  carried  on  in  many  Parts  of  the  Worlds 
to  Advantage;  I  fay  it  is  pleafant,  becaufe 
he  feldom  thinks  fit  to  mention  the  Commo- 
dities in  which  this  Trade  is  carried  on,  nor 
the  Circumftances  of  thofe  who  manage  it  j 
and  confequcntly  leaves  us  intirely  at  a  Loii^ 
in  what  Manner  to  apply  thofe  Fa6ts  to  the 
Point  in  Queftion.  In  mod  of  the  Inftances 
which  he  has  produced,  fuch  an  Explanation 
would  make  full  againft  him.  And,  if  I  were 
not  in  Fear  that  I  had  already  trefpaffed  too 
much  on  the  Reader's  Patience,  I  could  de- 
xnonrtrate,  that  Imagination  can  hardly  carry 
Extremes  to  a  greater  Diftance,  than  there 
is  between  the  Examples  which  this  Author 
produces,  and  the  Obje(^ls  to  which  he  would 
apply  them.  From  this  Apprchenfion  of  being 
too  minute,  1  have  here  omitted  the  Argu- 
ment at  large,  which  originally  made  a  Part 
of  this  Difcourle,  and  which  -^ay  poflibly 
appear  at  ibme  other  Time,  and  in  a  more 
particular  Difcuffion  concerning  the  Policy  of 
our  Colonics. 

But  why  ihould  we  refort  to  foreign  Coun- 
tries and  remote  Times,  for  Exariples,  when 
v/e  have  all  the  proper  Means  of  Information 
at  Home,  and  as  it  were  immediately  under 
r>ur  Eyes?  Can  it  not  be  proved,  that  it  is  by  no 
Means  the  Extent  of  our  Colonies  into  the 
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Inland  Parte,  which  has  caufed  the  mcreafed 
Confumption  of  our  Manufadlures  in  North 
America^  but  the  Increafe  in  the  maritime 
Parts,  and  near  the  navigable  Rivers,  the  Bene- 
fit of  which  cannot  extend  very  far.  Goods 
produced  beyond  the  Blue  Mountains  mufl,  in 
their  Way  to  our  northern  Sea  Ports,  firft  af- 
cend  the  Streams,  that  fall  from  the  wefcera 
Sides  of  thefe  Mountains  5  and  then,  in  de- 
fcending  the  Streams,  which  fall  from  the 
caftern  Sides,  muft,  from  the  many  Rifts  and 
Falls  in  thofe  Streams,  be  fo  often  unloaded 
and  reloaded,  that  we  can  entertain  no  Hopes 
of  feeing  at  our  Markets  any  raw  heavy  Com- 
modities raifed  in  thofe  Countries ;  yet  fuch 
alone  are  the  Commodities  which  thofe  Coun- 
tries could  raife,  or  which  our  Policy  would  fufFer 
to  be  tranfported  from  thence  to  a  foreign 
Market. 

Let  us  not  amufe  ourfelves  with  vain 
Speculations  1  As  far  as  the  Profits  of  Indtayi 
Trade  extend,  fo  far,  and  no  further,  the  Tra- 
montine  Coloniil  may  deal  with  us.  When 
this  Fund  is  exhaufted,  they  can  no  longer  be 
ufeful  to  US;  they  muft  manufadture  for  them- 
felves,  or  they  muft  degenerate  into  Savages. 
The  Surplus  of  a  rude  new  Agriculture,  to  be 
tranfported  under  every  pofTible  Difadvantagc, 
can  be  no  Ballance  for  Minufadures  which 
have  had  the  laft  Hand,  and  are  to  be  fent  to 
them  under  all  the  fame  Difadvantages. 

The  Author  of  the  Interejl  may  have  heard 
fomething  of  the  State  of  the  Settlers,  efpe- 
cially  the  ba-k  Settlers  in  Vaijylvoma,  "  'Jlnj 
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*'  mannfaSiureyfays  *  Douglas,  perhaps  nine  Parts 
'*  in  ten  of  all  they  wear.**  Tney  make  Linen 
even  for  Exportation.  The  moftdiftantof  thofe 
People  live  at  no  very  greatDiftance  from  theSea, 
they  are  extremely  induftrious  and  frugal;  and 
yet,  with  all  their  Agriculture  and  Manufac- 
ture, and  with  all  their  Frugality  and  Induftry, 
they  arc  none  of  them  in  a  very  opulent  Con- 
dition. They  are  indeed  far  from  culpable  j  it  is 
their  Situation  alone  that  is  to  be  blamed.  But 
were  we  willing  to  admit  all,  and  more  than 
he  urges  in  Favour  of  this  hypothetical  inland 
Commerce,  in  the  Name  of  Heaven  what  Ar- 
gument does  this  furnifli  for  the  Neceflity  of 
keeping  Canada  ?  Thefe  Ohio  Countries  never 
compofed  any  Part  of  Canada  j  nor  was  any 
Part  of  Nova  Scotia  included  in  it.  Is  it  for 
want  of  Territory  tliat  he  is  plcafed  to  claim 
Canada  ?  Our  old  Poflelfions,  and  our  reco- 
vered Rights  in  North  ylmirica,  contain  Land 
for  raifmg  Hemp  and  raw  Silk  fiifficient,  not 
only  for  our  own  Market,  but  equal  to  what 
is  exported  in  the  Courfe  of  Trade  from  and 
to  all  the  Parts  of  the  known  World.  Thefc 
eld  PoflefTions  and  recovered  Right?,  inde- 
pendent of  Canada,  contain  a  Territory  ex- 
tending on  the  Coa(t  upwards  of  1500  Miles 
in  Length,  and  in  many  Places  600  within 
Land.  A  Territory  as  large  as  France,  Spain 
and  Germany  taken  together,  and  much  more 

than 
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than  fufficient  for  the  Support  of  at  lead  thirty 
Millions  of  Inhabitants,  poffibly  as  many  Sub- 
jects as  our  Prudence  ought  to  defire,  becaufe 
they  are  as  many  as  our  Strength  will  enable 
us  to  govern.  Notwithflanding  this  immenfe 
Extent  of  Territory,  to  hear  this  Writer,  one 
would  imagine,  we  were  confined  to  fome 
pitiful  Rock  of  a  few  Acres,  and  flifled  for 
want  of  Elbow  Room  : 

JEfttiat  infelix  angiijlo  limite  Muniliy 
XJt  Gyari  clauftis  fcoptdisy  parvaque  Seripho, 
To  conclude  this  Point,  I  think  three  Things 
very  evident;  firfl,  that  Inland  Colonies  can 
never  prove  in  any  confidcrable  Degree  bene- 
ficial to  our  Commerce ;  fecondly,  that,  inde- 
pendent of  Canada,  we  have  Land  more  than 
fufficient  for  every  Sort  of  Produdl,  which  the 
mod  fanguine  Schemift  can  imagine  j  and  laft- 
ly,  that  if  we  were  deficient  in  Extent  of  Ter- 
ritory, yet  Canada  proper  lies  in  a  Climate  ab- 
folutely  incapable  of  fumifhing  any  one  of  the 
Commodities  they  pretend  to  raife.  And  juft 
to  add  a  Word  further,  let  the  Reader  recoiled: 
that,  allowing  all  they  lay  to  be  probable,  it 
is  built  on  Ideas  merely  fpeculatlve,  and  not 
fupported  by  a  fingle  exifting  FlicI. 

I  pafs  then  from  the  Confideraticii  of  Ctf- 
nada  as  an  Eftablifliment  of  Profit,  toconfider 
its  Value  as  an  Ellablifhment  of  Defence ;  for 
this  Writer  does  not  fpeak  of  Canada  (o  much 
as  an  ufcful  Acqnifition,  as  an  Acquifition 
abfolutely  neccllary  ;  he  does  not  fay  that 
without  this  Country  we  (hould  have  a  weaker 
Security,  but   that   without  it,  our  Colonies 
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ctn  have  no  Security  at  all.  This  Propor- 
tion he  is  pleafed  to  aflertin  all  the  wild  Lati- 
tude of  the  Writer  whofe  Advocate  he  is, 
Lf-t  us  fee  how  he  fupports  it. 

In  order  to  ihew,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
intire  PoiTeflion  of  Canada  could  provide  for 
the  Security  of  our  Colonies  in  Kortb  America^ 
it  was  neceffary  he  fhould  have  firft  fhewn 
that  they  were  in  Danger,  becaufe  the  Ex- 
tent and  Nature  of  the  Security  muft  always 
depend  on  the  Nature  and  Extent  of  the 
Danger. 

This  Point,  one  would  think,  in  every  Ar- 
gument, which  but  pretended  to  Regularity, 
fhould  have  been  iirft  folidly  eflabli(hed;  fo 
far  were  they  however  from  producing  a  Danger 
fufFicient  to  juftify  this  extravagant  Alarm  which 
they  had  raifed,  that  the  Author  of  the  /;/- 
terejl  opens  his  Cuufe  by  admitting,  that  in 
Fadl  we  are  not  expofed  to  any  Danger  of 
Moment;  becaufe  he  confeffes  that  *  "in North 
j^mcrica  we  are  a  far  greater  continental 
as  well  as  naval  Power  than  France-,  and 
that  only  Cowardice  or  Ignorance  can  fubjedl 
our  Colonies  there  to  a  French  Conqueft." 
On  what  Ground  therefore  does  he  build  his 
Syftem  of  the  abfolute  indifpenfible  Neccflity 
of  this  Acquifition  of  all  Canada  ?  Why,  upon 
a  Diftindlion  !  he  diftinguifhes  Security,  and 
confcquently Danger,  into  three  Kinds;  the  firft 
Security  is  that  from  Conqueft,  from  all  Appre- 
henfions  of  which  you  fee  he  is  pleafed  to  relieve 
usithe  fecond  Security  is  that  from  Moleftation 
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by  Savages  J  the  third  is  a  Security  from  another 
American  War. 

The  fecorid  Point  is  that  which  he 
principally  labours.  Heobferves,and  very  juftly, 
that  the  American  Savages  make  War  not  like 
Armies,  but  like  Robbers ;  that  Forts  are  no 
more  Security  againfl: their  IncurfionSjthanthe-f- 
Tower  of  London  is  againft  Highwaymen,  and 
that  they  will  be  incited  to  thefe  Incurfions, 
and  confequently  that  our  Colonies  cannot 
have  this  Security,  as  long  as  the  French  have 
any  footing  in  North  America. 

But  notwithftanding  the  important,  and 
tf-  ;i  £  Light,  in  which  thefe  fcattered  Gangs 
C'^"  kobbers  are  reprefented  by  fome  of  our  po- 
lu  J  Writers,  the  beft  informed  amongfl 
thefe  Writers,  as  well  as  the  loudeft  on  this 
very  Topic,  has  been  pleafed  to  furnifh  us  with 
fuch  Fadls,  as  prove  demonftrably  that  the 
Indians  have  never  been  able  materially  to 
check  the  Population,  or  to  impair  the  Com- 
merce,of  our  mofl:  expofed  Colonies.  For  he  has 
fhewn  that  the  People  of  thefe  Colonies,  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  Recruits,  double  themfelves 
in  twenty-five  Years.  The  moll  undiilurbed 
Tranquility  could  not  have  been  produdive  of 
a  greater  Population  i  and  I  much  doubt  v/he- 
ther  we  have  an  Example  of  any  thing  like 
it  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Globe. 
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This  he  has  fhewn  to  be  the  State  of  Popu- 
lation in  the  Colonies  before  the  War,  and  he 
has  not  told  us  that  it  has  fuffered  any  confide- 
rable  Alteration  fince.  On  this  Point  he  gives 
us  nothing  particular.  But,  to  make  amends, 
he  has  fhewn  that  with  regard  to  their  Trade, 
the  favageWar,  far  from  having  put  them  back, 
has  not  been  able  to  keep  them  at  a  Stand,  or 
to  prevent  their  advancing  to  a  very  fudden, 
and  very  extraordinary  Pitch  of  Profperity.  He 
has  fhewn  that  thefe  Colonies  from  the  Year 
1755  to  the  Year  1758,  (the  very  Period  of 
thefe  favage  Incurfionsj  have  increafed  in  their 
Import  Trade  much  more  than  in  any  three 
Years  of  the  profoundeft  Peace  ;  nor  has  their 
Export  leflened,   it  has  rather  improved. 

Thefe  Facfts  prove  beyond  all  Contradidlion, 
either  that  thefe  remote  back  Settlements 
fuffered  very  little  in  the  War,  or  that  their 
Suft'ering  can  very  litde  affed:  the  commercial 
Profperity  of  our  continental  Colonies.  I  do 
not  by  any  means  attribute  this  Profperity  to 
that  Suffering.  It  is  clear  th-.t  this  Augmen- 
tation of  their  Trade  is  folely  owing  to  the 
War,  the  mofl:  lucrative  Event  that  ever  hap- 
pened to  ylwcrica.  In  the  lad  Year  i;oo,ooo  /. 
in  Specie  was  remitted  to  North  America^  for 
extraordinary  Services.  But  it  is  equally  clear, 
that  the  Dertru(flion  of  the  back  Settlements 
has  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  War  from 
operating  moil:  amazingly  in  their  Favour  ;  and 
whatever  may  be  faid  of  the  Indian  Cruelties, 
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(and  they  are  certainly  terrible)  if  we  fet  the 
Advantages  of  their  Trade  in  Peace,  againft 
their  Cruelties  in  Time  of  War,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  People  have  on  the  whole  ra- 
ther contributed  to  extend  our  Setdements  into 
the  remote  Countries,  than  to  reflrain  them  ; 
and  I  can  fcarce  conceive,  fuppofing  it  a  Mat- 
ter of  more  Confideration  to  us  than  it  is, 
how  our  Colonies  in  this  Time  could,  if  no 
fuch  People  had  exifted,  have  extended  them- 
felves  much  beyond  their  prefent  Limits,  the 
maritime  Parts  being  naturally  firft  peopled. 

I  fhall  however  oermit  thefe  Gentlemen  to 
lay  what  Weight  they  will  upon  this  Danger  ; 
and  even  contrary  to  Truth,  fuppbfe  the 
Danger  not  to  be  reciprocal  to  us  and  to 
the  French,  But  then  it  becomes  incumbent 
on  them  to  fliew,  that,  by  their  Scheme 
of  poflefling  all  Canaday  they  will  provide 
the  neceffary  Security  they  have  always 
contended  for.  On  this,  which  is  the  Affir- 
mative, the  material,  Part  of  the  Queflion, 
and  the  true  Point  of  the  Argument,  they  have 
abfolutely  quitted  the  Field,  after  having  ad- 
vanced no  further  than,  and  indeed  fcarce  fo 
far  as  to,  a  naked  AfTcrtion. 

They  advanced  no  further,  however  fur- 
prifing  it  may  Teem,  for  a  very  good  Reafon. 
They  faw  plainly  enough  that,  if  the  greateft 
and  ^oft  decided  Superiority  could  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  Security,  we  had  that  Security  even 

before 
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before  the  War  f ;  they  faw  that,  by  the  Efta 
blifliment  of  our  juft  Limi> i  in  Nova  Scotia^ 
on  the  Ohiot  and  the  Lakes,  without  at  all  in- 
cluding French  Canada^  ihat  Security  would 
have  been  at  leaft  doubled  ;  and  that  we  fliould 
have  been  put  into  Poffeffion  of  every  flrong 
and  important  Pafs  in  North  America,  They 
faw  all  this,  and  were  fenfible,at  the  fame  time, 
that,  in  order  to  prove  the  Neceflity,  of  acquir- 
ing Canaday  they  had  been  obliged  to  lay  down 
a  Principle  of  Security,  to  which  the  Acquifition 
of  Canada  would  be  full  as  inadequate  as  the 
very  Syftem  they  condemned  :  their  Principle 
was,  that  whilft  the  French  bordered  on  us  in 
any  Part,  we  could  enjoy  no  Security.  Had 
they  attempted  therefore  to  (liew  the  Affirma- 
tive Part,  th^t  Canada  was  an  efFedual  Provilion 
againfl:  this  Danger,  they  knew  they  muft  refort 
to  thofc  very  Arguments,  which  they  had  all 
along  oppofed,  and  that  the  Weaknefs  of  their 
Scheme  would  appear  at  the  very  firft  Glance, 
unlefs  they  could  prove  that  Canada  was  all 
North  America  J  for  on  no  other  Suppolition  was 
their  Security  to  be  had  .They  therefore  thought 
it  fafer  intirely  to  evade  this  Difcuflion,  though 
they  had  been  exprefsly  challenged  to  it ;  hop- 
ing that  the  Publick  would  take  it  for  granted, 
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•^Thc  ftrange  Pofitions,  advanced  on  this  matter,  render 
it  neceffary  to  remind  the  Reader  that  it  was  not  the  Dan- 
ger of  our  Colonics,  but  the  Encroachments  on  our  Rights 
which  occasioned  theWar.  Rights,  which  however  remote 
or  mconhderable,  it  would  not  have  fuited  the  Dignity  of 
our  Crown  tamely  to  have  fcen  invaded  ;  but  no  publick 
A61  mentiojied,  and  no  private  Man  of  Senfc  ever  thought 
of  Danger. 
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that  thofe,  who  had  fliewed  themfelves  fo  ex- 
tremely alarmed  at  the  Danger  of  t!  e  Colonies 
as  to  forget  every  other  Conlideration,  had 
been  wife  enough  to  provide  efFeftually  for 
their  Security,  No  Perfon  living  having  there- 
fore faid  a  fmgle  Woi^i  'n  Proof  of  this  Pro*- 
poiition,  that  Cviada  really  gave  the  Securiy, 
they  required  i  and  it  being,  I  am  very  fure, 
far  enough  from  fclf-evident,  I  might  be  fup- 
pofed  exempted  from  the  Trouble  of  a  Refu- 
tation. But  in  order  to  give  an  intire  atisfac- 
tion  to  the  Reader,  I  fhall  intreat  his  Patience 
a  little  longer  on  this  Point. 

The  gre  ,  Strefs  of  the  Argum'^nt  is  laid, 
as  he  will  ubferve,  upon  oui  Danger  from  the 
favage  *  Incurlions,  and  here  it  is  proper  that 
thofe,  who  have  not  very  attentively  ftudied 
the  Affairs  oi  America ^  fhould  be  apprifed,  that 
our  Colonies  in  common  with  the  Colonies 
of  all  other  European  Nations,  thole  of  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Holland,  have  from  their  firft 
Settlement  been  liable  to  fomc  Mo^eftation 
from  the  aboriginal  Savages  of  th;  ountry. 
This  is  an  Inconvenience  to  which  lach  Colo- 
nies are,  and  ever  muft  in  fome  Degree  be 
fubjedt,  as  long  as  thofe  favage  Nations  con- 
tinue to  cxift  5  and  no  Meafures  whatever  can 
effedually  remove  it. 

But  if  it  is  proper  that  this  Incr^-.veniencc 
fliould  be  fairly  laid  before  the  Reader,   it  is 
no  lefs  proper  that  he  fliould  be  informed  of  ■ 
other  Particulars   equally  true  ;  firi-    that  the 
Danger  to  us  from  thefe  Incurfioiis   is  by  no 

Mcani 
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Means  fo  great  as  thefe  Writers  affcdl  to  repre- 
fent ;  nor  have  the  French  Indians  been  uni- 
formly noxious  to  us  and  ufeful  to  the  French, 
Ori  the  contra,  y.  we  have  fometunes  mKlc 
thefe  very  Savag  s  extremely  ufeful  to  us  ag  m'I 
the  French  j  and  we  have  more  than  once,  by 
meanc  of  thefe  very  Savages,  brought  the 
French  Colony  of  Canada  to  the  very  Brink  of 
Deftrudion.  And,  Secondly,  That  be  the 
Danger  of  what  Magnitude  they  pleafc,  they 
have  never  (hewn  that  Canada  will  prove  any 
fort  of  Security  againft  the  Danger  from  the 
Indians* 

With  regard  to  the  firft:  Point,  fome  pecu- 
liar and  ftriking  Manners,  an  odd  and  fingular 
Mode  of  Exprellion  in  their  Harangues,  fome 
horrid  Cruelties  in  their  Way  uf  making  War, 
have  rendered  the  Affairs  of  thofe  People 
more  affedling  to  us,  than  their  real  Importance 
in  the  jimer'uan  Syftem  at  all  delervcs.  The 
favage  M&i;r{<irs  ftrike  powerfully  on  the  Ima- 
gination, arid  ire  therefore  an  excellent  In- 
ilrumcnt  in  the  Hands  of  defigning  People.  I 
know  that  the  unhappy  Sufferers  by  the  Li~ 
dian  Barbarity  are  worthy  of  great  Compallion  ; 
but  I  know  too,  that  this  Compaflion  ought  not 
to  pervert  our  Judgment,  or  alarm  us  out  of 
all  common  Senfe  and  all  rational  Confidcra- 
tion  of  our  Interefl.  Notwithflanding  the  tre- 
mendous Accounts  which  have  from  Time  to 
Time  filled  our  News  Papers,  on  the  befl  In- 
formation I  have  been  able  to  derive  from  a 
very  diligent  Enquiry,  the  Damage  done  in 
North  America,  in  comparilbn  of  tlie  Terror  it 
3  has 


[    89    ] 

has  occafioned,  has  been  altogether  trifling.  An 
Indian  Mwtixxyy  the  Novelty  once  rttmoved,  is  as 
contemptible  for  his  Wenknefs  as  he  is  odious 
for  his  Cruelty  ;  and  it  might  be  ealily  proveci, 
that  all  the  People  killed  from  one  End  of 
America  to  the  other,  in  the(e  favage  Kx«.ar- 
fions,  before  the  current  Year,  did  not  amount 
to  the  Number  (lain  in  one  (harp  Skirmilh  in 
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Germany ;  fuch  a  Skirmilh  as  for  tl; 
they  would  have   (hewn  no  kind 
Concern  here  at  Lo/ukriy  or  for  tl 
in  which  we  (hould  not  light  a 
dow. 

But  this  fo  dreaded  Race  of  Men,  to  the 
Confideration  of  whom  we  are  to  pollpcns 
2II  our  other  Intcreft,  are  not  only  extremely 
divided,  and  many  of  'hem  adlually  fighting 
for  us,  but  they  are  even  now  only  few  in 
Number,  O'.r  Traders  wage  a  mofl  der*^ruc- 
tive  and  uninterrupted  War  on  them  in  the 
Commerce  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  by  whjch 
thty  ff  N'crelv  retaliare  all  '  he  Murder  which  the 
Barbarity  of  the  Savges  inftigates  them  to 
commit.  Thus  by  tluir  Vices,  their  Ignorance, 
their  uiconvenient  Maiincr  of  Life,  and  their 
Cruelty,  which  is  not  exeeuted  folely  up(^n 
their  European  Neighl)ours,  they  are  fo  ex- 
tremely reduced  and  decay  fo  prodigiouHy  (I 
had  almoll  faid  incred  bly)  fall,  that  it  is  pro- 
bable in  half  a  Century  thev  muft  difappenr 
from  theNeiithbourhood  of  ourColonies.Truc- 
ly  it  is  curious  enoi-gb  to  ol  ferve,  that  wh'ii 
thefe  People  were  ren  times  more  numerous 
th.m  they  iire  at  prefent,  and  in  e^ery  Refpcd 
niOic  terrible,  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Colonies, 
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at  that  Time  comparatively  very  few,  always 
fpoke  and  wrote  of  them,  with  the  greatcft 
Contempt  ;  and  now,  when  the  Indians  as 
well  as  the  French  are  greatly  reduced,  when 
the  very  Country,  which  fome  of  the 
mod  dreaded  of  thofe  Nations  inhabit,  was, 
on  the  Terms  of  our  original  Right,  to  be  put 
into  our  Hands  to  fortify  as  we  pleafed,  then  all 
of  a  fudden  the  Colonies  are  reprefented  as  in 
the  utmoft  Terror  and  Confternation.  Then 
they  are  expofed  to  Burnings,  Waftings,  and 
Murders  of  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  and 
we  have  done  abfolutely  nothing  for  them 
while  the  French  poffefs  Canada,  '   " 

I  am,  however,  willing  for  Argument,' 
to  admit  the  Power  of  thefe  pitiful  Savages  to  be 
as  great  as  the  Gentlemen  pleafe ;  to  allow,that, 
in  fpite  of  our  ftrong  Eftabliftiment  in  their 
Country,  they  will  continually  and  unanimo afly 
perfevere  in  the  French  Intereft.  I  will  fuppofe  that 
they  havefo  littleofWifdom  or  of  human  Nature, 
that  they  will  pertinacioufly  court  an  unfortu- 
nate and  ruinous  Alliance.  Yet  if  the  Plan  pro- 
pofed  by  thefe  Gentlemen  will  deliver  them 
trom  the  Fear  which  they  pretend;  if  their  De- 
mands, extenfive  as  they  are,willcome  upin  any 
Degree  to  their  Principles  -,  I  am  veiy  ready  at 
once  to  adopt  their  Scheme.  On  this  Point,  I 
am  willing  to  join  Iffue,  and  here  to  reft  the 
whole  Controverfy. 

And  firft,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the 
ingenious  Author  of  the  Intereft  has  no 
where  attempted  to  prove,  that,  in  Cafe  the 
French  were  wholly  removed  not  only  out  of 
Canada^  but  out  of  the  World  ;  we  fliould  be 

thereby 
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thereby  fecured  from  the  Ravages  and  Incur- 
iions  of  the  Indians.  He  knows  too  well  that 
thefc  People  have  many  Motives  and  Induce- 
ments to  War,  independent  of  the  Influence 
of  French  Politicks ;  and  he  is  too  well  verfed 
in  our  Colony  Hiftory,  not  to  remember  that 
we  have  been  engaged  in  many  of  our  greateft 
Indian  Wars,  at  Times  when  we  had  no  Rea- 
fon  to  fufpgft,  that  the  Indian  Hoftilities  were 
at  all  provoked  by  French  Councils. 

This  Writer  is  fo  fully  fatisfied  of  the  In- 
fufficiency  of  the  Ceflion  of  Canada  to  guard 
againft  the  only  Danger  he  is  pleafed  to  al- 
ledge,  that  he  is  obliged  to  fly  to  that  very 
Security,  the  abfolute  Infufliciency  of  which 
he  had  before  fo  pofitively,  and,  indeed,  io  very 
juftly  aflferted  j  and  he  contends  that  we  mufl 
even  maintain  *  Forts  and  Gariifons  to  awe  the 
Indians ytho\y^  Canada  fliould  be  yielded  to  us. 

I  would  befeech  thofe,  who  take  Pains  to 
exaggerate  Diforders  which  they  know  to  be 
incurable,  with  intent  to  recommend  political 
Noftrums  which  they  know  to  be  infufficient,to 
recollecft,  that  whenever  C^/?r7<y^  becomes  aBri^ 
tijh  Colony,  it  becomes  from  that  Moment  In- 
titled  to  our  Care  and  Protedlion,  as  much  as 
any  other  of  our  Settlements;  to  recoiled  that 
the  remote  Engii/Jj  Settlers  in  our  Colony  of 
Canada,  will  alfo  be  expofed  as^much  or  more 
than  any  of  the  rell:,  on  its  immenfely  expend- 
ed Frontier,  to  the  Attacks  of  hundreds  of  fa- 
vage  Nations,  to  very  many  of  which  we  have 

N  2  been 

*  Vld.  Int.  of  Col.  p.  1 3.  "  I  would  not  be  mdcrjiood  to  deny 
"  that^  If  we  retain  C^xixA^Ti,  fome  few  Forts  zvill  be  ofu/c.'' 
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been  hitherto  Strangers,  and  againft  which 
this  Country  of  Canada^  when  it  was  in  the 
Hands  ofFrtfWf^, was  fome  fort  of  Outwork  to  us. 
Some  of  thefe  Nations  may  probably  be  under 
the  Influence  of  xht  French^  fome  under  that  of 
tlie  Spaniards^  others  under  an  Influence  per- 
haps ftiil  more  dangerous,  their  own  parti- 
cular Ambition,  their  own  Refentmcnt,  or 
their  own  favage  Caprice.  So  that  the  boaft- 
ed  Remedy  has  only  fliifted  the  Scat,  and  by  no 
Means  removed  the  Caufe,  of  the  Diftempcr. 

Befides,  let  us  not  forget,  that  a  great  Part 
of  our  old  Colonies,  a  great  Part  of  Virginia^ 
the  two  CaroIinaSy  and  Georgia,  are  in  thcm- 
felves  much  the  weakefl,  and  much  the  moft 
valuable,  of  all  our  Colonies  on  that  Continent, 
and  are  bordered  by  much  the  (Irongeft  of  the 
favage  Tribes  ;  the  ten  Nations  on  the  OhtOf 
thofe  of  the  Creeks,  and  the  Cherokees,  Chica" 
faws,  ChaBaivSy  whom  we  know  to  have  been 
not  at  all  intimidated  by  the  Redudtion  ».  ul 
Canada,  from  carrying  on  a  cruel,  and, for  io^ne 
time,  fuccefsful  War  againft  us.  Thus  we 
have  been  furniflied  with  a  ftriking  Proof  of 
the  Infufficiency  of  this  fantaftic.il  Hypothefis, 
almoft  as  foon  as  it  was  publifhed. 

There  is  another  Sort  of  Security  mention- 
ed by  this  Writer  of  the  hitereli,  the  Security 
of  never  having  another  American  War.  A  Se- 
curity with  which  he  may,  without  any  Dif- 
turbance  from  me,  amufe  himfelf,  and  thofe 
who  chufe  to  he  diverted  with  this  Kind  of 
Speculations,      But   thofe,   who  realon  from 

Experience, 
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Experience^  and  confider  from  what  Caufes  this 
laft  ^imericm  War  arofe,  will  laugh  at  fuch  aa 
flhfufd  Expedation,  Whoever  examines  the 
Anfwer  of  *  England  to  the  Ultimatum  of 
France,  will  fee  that  the  new  Bounds  of  Canada 
will  admit  of  as  manyDifcuflions,whencver  the 
French  (hall  chafe  to  enter  into  them,  as  our 
old  Bounds  in  Nova  Scotia y  and  on  the  Obiot 
and  that,  independent  of  all  thefe  Difficulties, 
the  real  Limits  of  our  Southern  Colonies  are 
yet  further  from  an  accurate  Adjuftment  than 
thofe  of  our  Northern. 

There  is  nothing  more  painful  than  to  be 
driven  to  maintain  anArgument,where  you  have 
Reafon  to  think  your  Antagonifl  is  not  quite 
ferious.  After  all  this  Reafoning,  does  this 
Gentleman  ferioufly,  or  does  any  Man  what- 
ever in  good  Earnefl  believe,  that  if  the  Frejich, 
broken  as  they  have  been  in  this  War,  were  in 
the  Conclufion  of  it  confined  within  the  real 
Bounds  of  Canada,  and  that  we  pofTeiTed  the' 
whole  vaft  Country  of  Nova  Scotia^  and  all 
the  Country  of  Ohio,  that  our  Colonies  could 
be  in  any  real  Danger  from  the  Attempts  of 
the  French  f  Does  he  not  on  the  contrary 
believe,  or  rather  is  he  not  fully  convinced,  that 
the  true  and  real  Danger  would  lie  wholly 
upon  the  Side  of  the  French;  and  that  on 
breaking  out  of    a  War    between    the  two 

Crov/ns, 
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**  the  Line  draivn  from  Rio  per  dido,  with  regard  to  the 
*'  Limits  of  Louifiana,  his  Ma'jcjh  is  obliged  to  rfjccf  it.'* 
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trowns,  they  muft  be  fubjedl  not  only  to  fome 
r^egree  of  Moleftation,  but  to  utter  Ruin  from 
ours  J  that  the  Attack  would  be  moft  probably 
from  us,  and  that  the  French  would  in  any 
fuch  War  gladly  compound  for  a  Neutrality  ? 

But  this  being  a  Sort  of  Confideration  not 
much  puthed  by  the  Writers,  and  addreffed 
only  to  the  Politicks  of  the  moft  uninformed 
Vulgar,   I  (hall  not  infift  upon  it.  .'    : 

In  a  Word,  the  Security  derived  from  an 
irrefiftible  Superiority,  it  is  on  all  Hands  ad- 
mitted we  might  have  had,  without  Canada^ 
the  Security  againft  all  Poflibility  of  an  In- 
vafion,  we  have  not  with  Canada^  in  its  utmoft 
Extent,  and  a  Security  on  the  extravagant  Prin- 
ciples, on  which  Canada  was  claimed  by  all  the 
Writers  for  it,  which  was  in  Effed  nothing 
Jefs  than,  that  we  (hould  have  no  Neighbours, 
we  neither  could  have  with  Canada ^  and  Loui^ 
Jiajia,  nor  with  all  America^  nor  indeed  with 
any  thing  fhort  of  univerfal  Empire.  The 
Foundations  upon  which  thefe  Writers  built 
their  Syftem,  were  laid  in  the  moft  unbound- 
ed, and  unbecoming  Ambition.  The  Value 
of  the  Demands  they  made  in  Confequence  of 
thofe  extravagant  Principles,  was  pitiful,  and 
ridiculoufly  low,  and  fuch  as  provided  for  no 
one  national  Advantage  of  the  leaft  Importance. 
Theirs  was  juft  the  Reverfe  of  an  intelligent 
Policy,  in  which,  the  Pretences  ought  to  be  as 
moderate,  and  the  Acquifitions  as  advanta- 
geous as  poflible. 

I  muft  repeat  the  Caution  I  ufed  at  the 
Beginning  of  this   Part   of  my   Dif(;Qurfe :  I 

do 
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do  not  propofe  that  Canada  fliould  .^ot  be  ac- 
quired, I  only  propofe  that  the  real  Value 
of  this  Acquifition  (hould  be  known.  The 
French  have  made  no  Difficulty  of  furrendcr- 
ing  all  Canada.  I  am  heartily  glad  (though 
I  am  no  Way  furprifed)  that  they  did  not; 
becaufe  it  puts  an  End  to  a  Difpute,  in  which 
Paffion  on  one  Side  would  have  been  heavy 
enough  to  have  over-ballanced  any  Weight  of 
Reafon  on  the  other.  Canada  may  be  of  feme 
Advantage  to  us.  I  muft  confefs  I  do  not 
know  what  that  Advantage  is.  But  whatever 
it  may  be,  I  conceive  we  have  paid  the  full 
Price  for  it,  not  only  in  Regard  to  the  Value 
of  the  Objefts  exchanged,  but  alfo  in  Regard 
to  the  Situation  of  thofe  Objects,  at  the  Time 
of  the  Exchange. 

The  Equivalent  which  France  demanded  for 
her  Guarantee  of  Canada  was  a  Participation 
in  the  two  North  American  Fifheries :  that  on 
the  Banks  of  Neufoundland^  and  that  in  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  It  muft  be  obi'erved, 
that  thefe  are  two  diftin(^  Fifheries :  and  that 
they  are  always  confidercd  as  diftind:  in  our 
Memorials  *. 

Either  of  thofe  Firtierles,  merely  as  an  Ob- 
jed  of  Value,  and  wholly  independent  of  its  Si- 
tuation at  the  opening  this  Treaty  (when,  as  the 
Reader  may  obferve,  they  were  both  in  our  Pof- 
feffijn)  would  I  believe  generally  have  pafledasa 
very  fufficient  Indemnification  for  Canada.  But 
we  admitted  the  Propofal  oi  France  for  both  cf 
thefe Fiflieriesj  annexing  only  the  Condition  of 

her 
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her  dcftroying  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  con- 
formably to  the  Treaties  of  Ufrecht  and  Aix  la 
Chapelle.  Even  with  this  Condition,  I  appre- 
hend, the  Bargain  was  dill  infinitely  in  the 
Favour  of  France,  Whether  the  Coneedion 
was  very  mortifying  to  them  as  they  aflerted, 
I  know  not,  nor  do  I  think  that  their  Feelings 
conftitute  any  Part  of  our  Interefl.  They 
certainly  loft  very  litde  by  that  Condition : 
and  I  think  it  is  as  certain  that  we  have  gained 
nothing  by  it. 

Becaufe^r/?  *,  they  did  not  agree  to  deftroy 
the  trading  Harbour,  which  was  included  in 
their  Obligation  under  the  ninth  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht, 

■  Secondly t  they  refufed  to  ereft  a  Dam  •{• 
againfttheSea ;  a  Work  to  which  they  had  been 
obliged  after  the  Peace  abovementioned,  and 
without  which  the  Harbour  cannot  bedeftroyed. 

^hirdly\  they  infifted  that  the  %  Cunettc 
(hould  be  left  ftanding  to  preferve  the  Health 
of  the  Inhabitants,  which  was  exadly  the  Pre- 
tence upon  which  they  before  evaded  the 
■  intire  Demolition  of  that  Harbour  under  the 
Treaty  of  Vtrecbt  \\, 

The 


•  N<>  27.  Fr.  Hift.  Mem.  Art.  4.  **  His  Maje/fy  xvilJleave 
*^  the  trading  Harbour.'*  And  Vid.  Occafional  Writer,  Cafe  of 
Dunkirk  confidered,  p.  995,  and  30O. 

t  Paji.  59.  of  Fr.  Hift.  Mem,  and  Pag.  312,  319,  322, 
of  the  Occaitonal  Writcf. 

■  t  No.  29.  Art.  4.  Fr.  Hift.  Mem.  "  But  the  Cunette 
"  Jholl  he  left  Jlajiditig  round  the  Place  for  the  Saluhrity  of  the 
"  Jirr 

■  11  Vid.  301,  2.  Occ.'\fion:iI  Wiiu-r, 
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'  iThc  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  would  therefore 
have  been  only  nominally  deftroycd.  But 
whether  it  was  to  be  deftroycd  nominally  or 
really  is,  it  is  now  apparent,  a  Matter  of  little 
Conlequence  j  but  I  think  our  again  making 
a  Point  of  it,  after  having  in  two  Treaties  ex- 
perienced the  Inefficacy  of  fuch  Stipulations, 
was  not  a  Matter  of  Indifference  j  but  in  many 
llefpedts  a  moft  unfortunate  Meafure.  This 
Part  of  the  Treaty,  in  (lead  of  fetding  any  thing* 
will  only  give  rife  to  daily  and  hourly  Dif- 
cuffionsi  and  it  has  opened  an  inexhauftible 
Source  of  Contention,  the  inevitable  Conle- 
quence of  which  muft  be,  either  a  fhameful 
renouncing  of  a  national  Point,  or  the  invol- 
ving us  in  anew  War  for  an  infignificantObjedV. 
If  we  had  confulted  our  Reafon,  we  muft 
have  known  that  no  People  will  ever  exe- 
cute faithfully,  the  total  Deftrudion  of  one  of 
their  own  Places,  when  the  Execution  de- 
pends wholly  upon  themfeives,  when  the  Place 
remains  in  their  own  PofTeffion,  and  whea 
they  have  received  their  Confiderntion,  previous* 
to  the  Performance  on  their  Side ;  and  if  we 
had  confulted  Experience,  we  fhould  have 
feen  that  this  has  been  hitherto  exadly  the 
Cafe  of  France  with  Regard  to  Dunkirk^  not- 
withftanding  the  exprcis  Stipulations  in  two 
Treaties,  that  oiVtrecht  and  that  of  yZ/.v  la  Chc'* 
felle.  But  what  has  rendered  our  admitting 
this  Sort  of  Demolition  among  the  Equiva- 
lents peculiarly  unfortunate  is,  that  when  th^ 
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French  have  found  that  Dunkirk  forms  fo  lead- 
ing  a  Part  in  our  Syftem  of  Politicks,  they 
will  (as  it  is  always  in  their  Power)  by  putting 
forward  or  by  fufpcnding  this  Work,  by  pre- 
tended Demolitions,  and  by  real  Eflablifhments 
of  their  Harbour,  continually  play  upon  our 
Pailions,  and  in  the  fame  Manner  as  they  have 
flow,  they  will  for  the  future  obliee  us  to 
purchafe  the  fame  inefFe<flual  Stipulation  by 
the  Ceffion  of  fome  Objed  of  real  Importance. 
After  we  have  dedudcd  the  Demolition  of 
bunklrky  (the  Value  of  which  the  Reader  may 
judge)  all  the  Remainder  of  the  Equivalent, 
which  the  Fr^w/6  paid  for  the  two  Fifheries, 
confifted  only  in  the  Guarantee  oi Canada,  This 
Equivalcnt,(contrary  to  the  Bafis  of  the  Treaty) 
came  not  out  of  her  uti  pojjidetis  but  out  of  ours, 
that  is,  in  other  Words,  flie  purchaled  our 
Pofleflions  with  our  Money. 

If  France  indeed  had  been  in  PoflVflion  of 
all  CajiadiTi  inftead  of  being  driven  from  every 
Part  of  it,  and  we  Mafters  only  of  the  Fiflicries 
of  Neivfoundland  and  St.  Lawrence 'y  if  in  this 
Situation  we  had  admitted  her  to  a  Participation 
of  thefe  Filh erics  in  Exchange  for  Canada y  I 
allv  whether  any  fair  Arbitrator  would  not 
have  confidered  it  as  a  >3argain  extremely 
advantageous  to  lva??fe  ? 

liut  when  we  were  indifputably  Mafters 
both  of  the  one,  and  the  other  of  thefe 
OTujt'^ls ;  and  hy  the  fundamental  Principle  of 
the  Treaty  laid  down  by  France  herfelf,  were 
obliged  to  yield  none  of  our  PofTeffions,  for 
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which  a  Compenfsition  was  not  to  be  made 
from  bersi  if  then  wc  admitted  her*  to  take 
the  Fifhcrics  which  were  in  our  Poffeffion, 
in  Compenfation  for  Canada,  which  was  alfo 
in  our  Poffcflion,  would  not  (I  won't  fay  any 
Arbitrator,  but  would  not)  any  Adfocate  for 
France,  admit  our  Proceeding  to  be  governed 
by  a  Spirit  of  Generofity  hitherto  unexampled 
in  the  Dealings  between  Nation  and  Nation? 

Having  in  this  Manner  fettled  the  North 
jimerican  Account  (upon  her  own  Principles) 
wholly  to  her  Advantage,  would  it  have  been 
inconfiftent  with  the  loftieft  Dignity  on  the  Side 
of  France,  or  the  moft  diffident  Humility  on 
ours,  would  it  have  fhocked  any  reafonable, 
decent,  or  conciliatory  Principle,  if  we  were  to 
have  afked  in  our  Turn  fome  Advantage,  infome 
of  the  Equivalents,  in  fome  one  Part  or  other 
of  the  World?  Might  not  this  Plan  have  been 
propofedj  that  they  fhould  take  Bclleijle  for 
Minorca^  That  we  fliould  have  given  them, 
what  they  required,  and  it  was  not  an  unrea- 
fonable  Requefl,  Senegal  or  Goree,  for  their 
German  Conquefls ;  an^l  when  we  permitted 
them  to  retain  St.  Lticie^  which  tho*  com- 
prehended in  their  iiti  pojjidctis  was  our  Right, 
ought  not  they  to  have  permitted  us  in  ourTurn 
to  rctninGuaJaloupef  And  if  this  did  not  feem  to 
them  a  jull:  Equivalenti  if  we  had  added  to  the 
CefTion  of  ^t,Lucie,ihert([.  of  theneutral  Illands 
(which  to  them  might  be  of  fome  Advantage) 
could  the  Fre?2ch  Negotiator  himfelf  pretend 
to  deny,  that  as  in  North  ylmerica  wc  had  adted 
a  very  generous,  fo  in  the  Wefi-lndie'^  we  a^ed 
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ftt  lead  a  very  moderate  Part?  Could  he  fay 
that  we  had  quitted  the  Bads  of  the  Nego- 
tiation, but  when  the  quitting  of  it  was  clear- 
ly to  the  Advantage  of  France  f  Surely  he 
could  never  fay,  with  any  Appearance  of  Truth, 
that  we  affumed  a  defpotic  Air,  that  we  fpoke 
in  the  Tone  of  Conquerors,  or  that  we  had 
made  any  harfli  offenfivc  Ufc  of  our  Vic- 
tories J  and  yet  this  Syftem,  fo  rcfpcdlable  for 
its  Moderation,  would  not  have  coft  us  one 
Penny  of  Trade  or  of  Revenue.  It  would 
have  fatisfied  the  Partizans  both  of  North 
American^  and  Wejl-Jndian  Acquifition,  and 
the  Day  the  Peace  was  concluded,  it  would 
have  added  to  our  EngliJIi  and  North  American 
Trade,  a  Source  of  Wealth  cheaply  valued  at  a 
Million  a  Year.  Let  the  Reader  compare  the 
EfFed  of  this  Scheme  with  that  ftated  in  the 
iixtieth  Page  of  this  Treatifc. 

I  know  not  by  what  Fatality  it  is,  but  I 
fcarce  remember  a  Treaty  which  has  been  in 
any  confiderable  Degree  advantageous  to  this 
Ivfation,  except  that  with  Spain  in  1670,  by 
which  our  Right  to  'Jamaica  was  confirmed. 
By  that  Treaty  we  polTcfs  at  this  Day  a  Trade 
worth  within  a  Trifle  of  Eleven  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds  a  Year.  The  Peace  of 
Utrecht  was  certainly  a  bad  one,  compared 
with  the  Advantages  which  wc  might  reafon- 
ably  have  expeded.  Yet  even  thisTreaty  was  not 
wholly  unlucrativc  to  the  Nation ;  for  wc  ac- 
quired by  thatTreaty  one  half  ofthefmalllfland 
of.^/.0:77y%/cT.l'he  Sale  ufLandbinthat  half 
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of  the  Ifland  produced  90,000 1.  which  came 
to  the  Credit  of  the  Nation,  and  appears  upon 
the  public  Accounts ;  a  Sum  ten  times  greater 
than  all  the  PofTeflions  we  fhould  have  retain- 
ed in  the  late  Treaty  would  have  paid  us  in  a 
Century.  To  fay  nothing  of  the  Trade  of 
that  Part  of  the  Ifland,  which  is  worth  above 
164,000 1,  annually;  whereas  the  Trade  of 
all  our  intended  Acquifitions  in  1761,  if  com- 
pared with  the  Charge  of  keeping  them,  is 
a  good  deal  worfe  than  nothing. 

I  am  far  from  thinking  that  no  Sacrifices 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  general  Peace  of 
Europe,  No  Man,  I  believe,  is  inhuman  or 
unpolitic  enough  to  advance  fo  cruel  an  Ab- 
furdity  i  but  becaufe  we  are  to  make  fome  Sa- 
crifice, arc  we  carefully  to  feledl  for  that  Sa- 
crifice the  faireft  and  fatteil  of  all  our  Flock  ? 
the  only  Objed;  we  had  acquired  during  the 
War,  which  we  are  pofitlvely  able  to  fay  is  of 
the  leaft  commercial  Benefit  to  us  ?  And  is 
France,  to  whom  Peace  is  probably  as  necef- 
fary  as  it  is  to  us,  is  Prance  to  make  no  Sacri- 
fice on  her  Side,  but  of  Objedts  which  (he 
muft  confefs,  and  which  we  know  are  no 
way  beneficial  to  her  ?  The  Events  of  War 
are  in  themfelves  of  very  little  Confequence. 
The  Vigors  and  the  Vanquifhed  are  nearly 
equal  Lofers  both  in  Men  andTreafure.  The 
Terms  of  Peace  are  what  difcriminate  the 
Fortune  of  contending  Nations ;  and  whoever 
may  have  won  the  Battles,  thofe  only,  have 
the  Advantage  of  the  War,  whofe  Refources 
after  it,  a:c  the  lar^eft,  and  the  moll  entire; 

and 
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and  I  defy  any  Man  to  (hew  one  Inftance  m 
which  that  Plan  of  Peace,  which  we  have 
examined,  would  have  addeu  one  Penny  to 
curs,  or  have  detraded  one  Penny  ftom  the 
Refources  of  France. 

And  here,  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  thought 
afluming,  that  I  take  the  Liberty  humbly,  but 
earneflly,  to  recommend  it  to  the  fcrious  Con- 
lideration  of  our  Superiors,  whether  at  the 
End  of  a  glorious  indeed,  but  moft  expenfive 
War,  which  has  laid  fo  heavy  a  Burthen  upon 
cur  Revenue,  and  our  Credit,  it  ought  not  to 
be  one  Objeft,  at  leaft,  of  our  Attention,  to  find 
Sn  our  Conquefts  fomething  which  might 
enable  us  to  IclTen,  or  to  bear  the  enormous 
Weight  of  our  Debt.  The  very  juil:  Dread  of 
increafing  v^hich  yet  further,  when  we  have 
added  nothing  to  our  Refcmrces,  may  one  day 
be  a  Means  of  binding  down  our  victorious 
Arms ;  and  may  even  difable,  or  at  leaft  dif- 
hcarten  us,  from  the  Vindication  of  our  jufteft, 
and  moft  important  Rights.  And  I  would 
fubmit  it,  with  all  due  Deference,  to  better 
Judgments,  whether  we  ought  not  to  delibe- 
rate a  little,  before  we  venture  to  throw  out  of 
our  Hands  anAcquifition  worth  atthisMoment 
above  600, coo  1.  a  Year  to  cur  dire(fl  Britijh 
Trade;  and  whether  we  ought  to  think  our- 
felvcs  fufficiently  indemnified  for  the  Expence 
of  this  very  chargeable  War,  by  fpeculative 
Projedls  of  Commerce,  in  Places  which  never 
enjoyed  any  Trade  j  and  by  Speculations  for 
Security  in  Pliu-cs,  which  were  never  in  any 
Dai}gcf, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

THE  foregoing  Examination  is  confined 
to  the  State  of  Affairs  during  thePeritjd 
of  the  firft  Negotiation.  Of  the  Plan,  which 
is  purfucd  in  the  prefent,  the  Author  pro- 
feffes  himfelf  totally  ignorant ;  but,  whether 
his  Reafonings  are  invalidated  or  ftrengthencd 
by  the  Events,  which  have  happened  fince  the 
Period  he  treats  of,  he  fubmits  without  any 
new  Argument  to  the  Reader's  Judgment, 
thinking  that  Matter  tolerably  evident. 

A  great  Part  of  the  Negotiation,  which  is 
the  Subjedt  of  the  foregoing  Difcourfe,  turned 
upon  Equivalents  and  Exchanges.  It  became 
therefore  neceffary  to  examine,  with  Attention, 
into  the  real  Value  of  the  feveral  Obje<fts,which, 
on  that  Occafion,  had  been  ballanced  againfl 
each  other  ;  and  he  did  not  think  this  Exami- 
nation had  been  made,  at  lead:  in  any  Piece  he 
had  the  Fortune  to  fee,  fo  fully  and  fo  ac- 
curately, as  the  Subjecfl  feemed  to  require. 
In  the  Memorials,  by  which  the  late  Nego- 
tiation was  carried  on,  the  Equivalents  are 
lometimes  fo  confounded  and  huddled  toge- 
ther,  that  it  is  not  always  eafy  to  difcern,  what 
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particular  Objc<ft  is  fct  again  ft  another ;  but 
the  original  Propofals  of  theDuke  deCboiJeuJio 
our  Minifter  at  Part's^  and  the  Recapitulation 
at  the  End  of  the  Hiftorical  Menoiorial,  enable 
us  to  decompound  this  mixed  Mafs,  and  to  fee 
the  Value,  which  was  fet  upon  each  diftin<il: 
Objea.     •   .    •      •  —     \ 

The  Author  has  had  frequent  Occafion  to 
mention  fome  political  Writers  -,  but,  in  oppo- 
flng  their  Sentiments,  he  has  not  fliewn  any 
perfonal  Difrefpe<5l.  He  entertains  the  high- 
eft  Opinion  of  their  Parts,  though  he  cannot 
forbear  thinking,  that,  from  a  Mifconception 
of  the  true  Merits  of  the  Queftion,  they  have 
for  fome  time  contributed  extremely  to  miflead 
the  p^.iblic  Opinion  ;  and  he  hopes  the  Rea- 
der will  remark  one  Thing  in  his  Favour, 
Diffident  of  his  own,  and  warned  by  the  ill 
Succefs  of  much  greater,  Abilities,  he  has  not 
ventured  to  entertain  him  with  any  political 
or  commercial  Speculations;  for  he  will  never 
allow  thofe  Opinions  to  be  called  Speculations, 
which  he  fupports  by  prefent  exifting  Fads, 
by  Cuftom-houfe  Entries,  and  other  the  mod 
authentic  Vouchers ;  thefe  he  gives  in  the 
Detail,  and  every  Reader  of  common  Senfe, 
and  common  Attention,  is  capable  of  forming 
a  Judgment  upon  them  ;  and  he  defires  to  be 
heard  no  longer  than  while  he  fpeaks  from 
them.     lie  hopes  in  return  that  the  Public 

will 
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will  not  admit  as  A^  ^Wcrs  to  his  Fadts  any  loofe 
unfupported  Rcii  ings,  however  ingenious 
they  may  be  j  noi  permit  the  State  of  the 
Queftion  to  be  changed,  or  one  Thing  fubfti* 
tuted  for  another.  If  fuch  Pradices  had  never 
been  admitted  in  the  Difcuflion  of  this  Que- 
ftion, he  is  convinced  the  Public  could  never 
have  been  diverted  from  the  ancient  funda- 
mental Maxims  of  Britip  Policy  ;  Maxims  to 
which  we  owe  all  our  prefent  Profperity,  and 
the  Attention  to  which  at  this  great  Crifis, 
muft  determine  no  contemptible  Part  of 
Great  Britain's  future  Fortune  and  Impor- 
tance. ^ 

If,  notwithftanding  the  Correftions,  which 
the  Favour  of  the  Public  has  given  the  Au- 
thor an  Opportunity  of  making,  in  a  fecond 
Edition,  any  Inaccuracies  fliil  remain,  it  is 
hoped  that  fuch  a  Misfortune  will  be  confi- 
dered  as  almoft  unavoidable,  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  an  Argument  upon  fovery  comprehen- 
five  a  Subjedt  in  fo  narrow  a  Compafs.  This, 
however,  he  thinks  he  may  Itill  aflert,  that 
no  Miftakes,  which  he  may  have  fallen  intr, 
can  in  the  lead  tend  to  invalidate  his  Rea- 
fonings :  Quite  otherwife  j  his  Omiflions  are 
far  more  numerous  than  his  Miftakes ;  and 
thefe  Omiffions  confill  in  his  not  having 
puflied  to  their  full  Extent  the  Advantages 
with  which  his  Fads  fupplied  him. 

In  ftatirg  the  pait'cular  Value  of  Gua^' 
daloupCy    he     has     been  no   kfs  defective  in 
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jnany  Things,  which  might  tend  to  fet  the 
Importance  of  that  Acqiiifition  in  its  proper 
Light :  For  an  Inftance  of  this,  he  begs  Leave 
10  lay  before  the  Reader  a  comparative  View 
of  the  Trade  of  that  Illand,  even  in  the  im- 
perfedt  State  in  which  it  flood  immediately 
after  its  Reduction,  and  that  of  one  of  our 
moft  flouriChing  Colonies  of  North  America^ 
immediately  before  the  breaking  out  of  the 
prefent  War.    The  Colony  of  Penfihania  is  of 
fuch  Reputation,    that  he  wopld  defervedly 
pafs  for  little  better  than  a  Madman,  who 
ihould  deny  or  endeavour  to  diminifli  the  Idea 
of  its  Importance.     It  is  indeed  a  Country  of 
very  great  Extent ;  one  of  the  moft  opulent, 
populous,  and  growing  of  all  our  northern 
Eftablifhments ;  and  cannot  contain  lefs  than 
200,000  Whites.     This  Colony  in  the  Year 
1752  took  off  the  Value  of  201,666/.  19J,  iid, 
in  Merchandizes  from  England,  This  Demand 
is  certainly  fufficient  to  eftablifh  Penfihania  in 
our  Opinions  as  a  very  great  commercial  Ob- 
jedtj  but  compare  this  Demand  oi  Penfihania, 
after  eighty  Years   Settlement,  with   that  of 
Guadaloupe  in  its  moft  imperfedt  State,  in  the 
Interim  between  its  being  a  Conqueft  and  a 
Colony  J  in  this  Point  of  Time  the  Demand 
for  Britip)  Commodities  in  Guadaloupe  amount- 
ed to  238,000/. 

Now  if  you  compare  the  Demand  for  Bri- 
tiJJj  Commodities  with  the  Number  of  Inha- 
bitants in  each  of  thefe  Countries,  Penfyhania 
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does  net  take  off  much  above  th^  Val^b  gf 
205,  a  Head ;  whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  Gua* 
dtsdoupey  fuppofing  the  Whites  to  be  10,000^ 
take  off  above  23/.  Sterling  for  each  Perfon,    ^^ 

i     .-    ■  ;  i    ii'. 

Upon  this  comparative  View  of  their  rc- 
fpedtive  Demapds  from  Great  Britain  ;  on 
what  Principle  can  Penfihania  be  confidered 
as  an  Obje<5l  of  very  great  and  ferious  Impor- 
tance to  our  Power  and  Commerce,  as  in  com- 
mon Reafon  it  muft  be,  if  Guadaloufe  is  not 
to  be  coniidered  at  leaft  Ton  a  Par  with  it ; 
and  in  every  commercial  Light  an  Objed  of  as 
much  Importance.  This  is  the  State,  upon 
the  refpeftive  Demands  of  thefe  two  Countries 
from  Great  Britain^  in  which  Guadaloupe  is 
not  inferior,  but  rather  fuperior  to  the  great 
Colony  of  Penfihania.  But  on  a  comparative 
View  of  their  refpedlive  Exports  hither,  the 
Ballance  is  infinitely  in  Favour  of  Guadaloufe^ 
the  Export  of  the  former  to  Great  Britain 
is  but  22,404/.  13  J.  id,  that  of  the  latter, 
as  we  have  feen,  amounts  to  630,269/.  2i.  9^. 
above  five  and  twenty  Times  the  Value  of  that 
of  Penfihania, 

In  this  View  of  Export  to  Great  Britain^ 
the  Reader  will  take  another  comparativeView* 
The  Export  of  all  the  Colonics  on  the  Conti- 
nent which  do  not  produce  enumerated  Com- 
modities, and  which  are  the  only  ones  truly 
contralled  with  the  Wefi-lndies^  amounts  to 
only  70,074  /.  1 2  i.  3  i.  The  Reader  has 
juft  feen  how  little  proportioned  this  is  to  that 
of  Guadaloupe  alone. 
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But  to  carry  this  ft  ill  further,  the  whole 
Produce  of  all  the  North  j^merican  Colonies 
put  together,! amounts  but  10^64^,683  /,  osg  ^d.  | 
\vhich  is  but  18,413  /.  1 1  j.  4^^'   "tiore  dian 


the  Returns  of  Guadaloupe  alone. 
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